Area 48 Fellowship Day
November 18, 2023
9:00 AM —3:00 PM

Venue Information:

St. John’s Episcopal Church
146 First Street

Troy, NY 12180

Virtual Information via Zoom:
Meeting ID: 845 2101 1746
Passcode: Fellowship

Hosted by the Eastern Cluster
Districts 1, 2 and 18.
District 2 was the lead host.

Theme: Change in AA
9:00 — 9:30 AM - Coffee and Breakfast for the in-person attendees.
9:30 — 10:00 AM — Opening, Welcome, Area 48 Business Meeting

Opening - The Area 48 Chair opened with Serenity Prayer. Monthly Check In and GSR will still happen for
December 2023 through our Guy K. Thank you to all that stepped up to run for and serve for Area 48
Service. Went over the Zoom script for the virtual participants.

Fellowship Day Area 48 Chair/ Alt Delegate Report for November 18, 2023

Welcome all to our last Hybrid event in Area 48. | would like to welcome anyone attending their first Area
event! Thanks to the Eastern Cluster for hosting this event. The monthly Area Check In and GSR forum
will still happen next month. So, this is my and many others the last Area event in our current positions. |
can't thank all with whom I've served with enough. This has been the most fulfilling service opportunity
of my sober journey. My best wishes to those stepping into their new service positions. Thank you to all
of Area 48 for an amazing past four years and hoping to succeed with your help this next part of our
journey.

Yours in service
Area 48 Chair/Alt Delegate
Guy K

Guy K our outgoing Area 48 Chair had asked all outing and incoming District Committee Members both
in-person and virtually (via Zoom) to stand up and introduce yourself to the Fellowship Day Conscience.



Area 48 Alternate Chair Report (Dolores K.) —

She thanked all the DCMs and the Alternate DCMs that served with her on NENY Area Functions
Committee. Also, a hearty thanks to all the past delegates and our outgoing delegate for their support.

There are a few handouts for the in-person attendees to take back to your groups and districts:

1) The AA Membership Survey from the General Service Office.

2) There are some left over AA Service Manuals.

3) There is the Class A Trustee vacancy of the General Service Board announcement.

4) There are event flyers for the upcoming NENY Area Orientation Day on Saturday, January 20, 2024, in
Hudson, NY (Hosted by District 17). They will have GSR and DCM panels! What is the Service Triangle?
For online flyer go to https://nenyaa.org/a-a-area-48-hmb-hudson-mohawk-berkshire/.

Dolres K, our incoming NENY Area 48 Chairperson/Alternate Delegate had introduced the NENY Area 48
Panel 74 Officers and Committee Chairs that were elected and/or appointed. She asks that they talk to
their respective predecessors as soon as possible.

Area 48 Delegate 48 Report (Tammie E.) —
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your NENY Area Panel 72 Delegate. Relocating to Virginia Area

71. The AA Membership Surveys can be completed by all AA members, which be accessed at
https://nenyaa.org/aa-membership-survey/. It will be anonymous when submitted.

The Final Proposed Agenda Items lists for the 74" General Service Conference won’t be out until after
the January 2024 General Service Board Meeting.

The Gratitude letter from GSO General Manager Bob W. was shared and read by Tammie E. It can be
found at https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/gratitude letter combined en1123.pdf. Or
you can go to https://www.aa.org/news-and-announcements.

The Class A Trustee Vacancy Announcement on the General Service Board to be filled at the 74" General
Service Conference in April 2024 can be read at https://www.aa.org/news-and-announcements.

The Grapevine App is within the top 40 of all Apps out there within all available Apps anywhere.

She will have the last Delegates Connection Meeting on Monday, November 27,2023 as our NENY Area
Delegate. Join Tammie virtually on the Zoom platform at Meeting ID: 824 1507 5353 and passcode:
Fellowship.

Area 48 Treasurer’s Report (Linda A) — The October 2023 treasurer’s report was screen shared. The was
a motion to waive the reading of the report. That motion was seconded. The motion had passed
unanimously. Then there was a motion to approve the October 2023 treasurer’s report. The motion was
seconded. That motion had passed unanimously. The October 2023 Treasurer’s Report can be read at
https://nenyaa.org/finance/.
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Area 48 Secretary’s Report (Bill O) — Bill O had started reading the minutes to the October 14, 2023,
NENY Area Voting Assembly. Just after starting the reading of these minutes there was a motion to
accept them as read. That motion was seconded. The motion had passed unanimously. Then came a
motion to accept the October 2023 Voting Assembly minutes. That motion was seconded. These Fall
2023 Voting Assembly minutes had been approved unanimously. These NENY Area Fall 2023 Voting
Assembly minutes on the NENY Area Website at https://nenyaa.org/area-secretary/. Or you can read
them in the November 2023 Area 48 Newsletter at https://nenyaa.org/hmb-newsletters/.

10:12 - 11:25 AM - Session 1 History of Change in AA —

Presenter 1 -Joan, Past Delegate Panel 58 talked about the origin of the twelve traditions. Grapevine
Magazine was the only means of communication prior to the first General Service Conference. The Unity
of AA is paramount! No one can stay clean and sober alone. The General Service Office support has
always been available upon request.

Presenter 2 - Bill W, Past Delegate Panel 66 — Talked about the origins of the twelve concepts of general
service. April 1951 was the First Conference in New York City had 37 Delegates from the USA and
Canada. Each one of the twelve concepts of service was presented in detail.

Presenter 3 — Don S, Past Delegate Panel 68 - Covered the topic Change in AA and the traditions. Change
is a critical dynamic! In 1946 Bill W established a set of twelve traditions. In the 1950 International
Convention these principles were adopted. Covered the traditions one at a time in detail. Also, covered
changes in the language that is used today. The first 164 pages of the Big Book are in print edition only.

Question-and Answer Segment on Session 1 was opened by the NENY Area Chair at 11:06 AM. The
Question-and-Answer session was closed at 11:25 AM.

11:25 AM - 12:35 PM - Session 2 — Changes in AA Happening Now

Presenter 1 — Tammie E. outgoing NENY Area Delegate Panel 72 — General sharing sessions between
conferences and general service board meetings regarding what the ad hoc committee and
subcommittee that have all these advisory actions that the trustees have been working on, such as the
plain language Big Book (Alcoholics Anonymous). Sharing sessions are still going through the learning
curve. GSB Chairs usually have been Class A Trustees. Now there are more Class B (alcoholic) trustees
than Class A (nonalcoholic) trustees. Mentioned the technological changes in AA. How should we treat
our Co-founders writings? That was covered in a 11/13/2023 Correspondence from the General Service
Conference. The Seven simple questions were covered (will eventually be added to nenyaa.org).

Presenter 2 — Tad J Past Delegate Panel 70 — What is the plain language book Alcoholics Anonymous (Big
Book)? It was an agenda item for the 2019 Conference. Tad J was on the Conference Literature
Committee. The 2020 GSC was a four-day virtual conference during the COVID pandemic. The vote to
reconsider the plain language Big Book was 103 in favor and 27 against. That included the accompanying
workbooks. If the message is still being carried, then go ahead and have the plain language Big Book. It is
not intended to replace the book Alcoholics Anonymous. It’s a matter of fact, there will be a fifth edition
of the Big Book coming out soon. The cultural/language differences will be addressed.
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Presenter 3 - Matt E. Technology Committee Chair NENY Area 48 — Technology Changes in AA—The
introduction of the Virtual and Hybrid Meetings due to COVID. What is Air Table? Web Sites with AA are
the Delegates Page, District Sites, Convention Page. G-Suite, Area 48 is ahead of curve with it. Have
productivity collaborative apps. Apps, such as the Meeting Guide, Grapevine, Glide App. Answering
Service and Live Chat (San Franciso Intergroup pioneered it). Live Chat for those that don’t like phone
calls. Answering Service can be done from one’s home telephone. Online Districts started with Area 48
and 72. AA is already showing improvement with the information transfer.

Question and Answer Segment opened at 12:28 PM by the Area Chair. Service Manuals and trifold
pamphlets for the in-person attendees. The Question-and-Answer session had closed at 12:35 PM. Guy
K., our Area 48 Chairperson had called for the lunch break at 12:35 PM.

Virtual Participants were 22 people and around 86 in-person attendees in attendance at the peak of the
November 18, 2023, Fellowship Day. The attendance peaked just before the lunch break commenced.

12:35 PM - 1:30 PM - Seventh Tradition Lunch was provided for the in-person attendees.
1:30 - 2:07 PM - Session 3, AAs Future: a Panel of young people present their views on change in AA.

Liz— Moderator of the Session 3 — Had read the Preamble and led the Fellowship Day in the Serenity
Prayer. Read the 1983 Conference Selection.

Presenter 1 - Erica — Dec. 10, 2020, Sobriety Date — Changed the wording and way literature and text is
read at the Fellowship Meetings. Changed the language to suit different diversities understanding. Be
more inclusive. Got involved in Young Peoples in AA. Traditions will help us get where we need to go.
Changes in the Pronouns.

Presenter 2 — Molly (20 years old) w/ a July 15, 2021, sobriety date. She got sober when was 18 years
old. AA wouldn’t be a thing today without Sponsorship. Sponsorship of other members gave me
purpose.

Presenter 3 — Barry — Young at Heart — July 11, 2006, sobriety date. | have room to grow, which is why |
still attend young peoples’ meetings. To provide or share experiences, strengths and hopes the young
people in AA haven’t experience yet. I'm free to be as useful as | possibly can. | walked the sponsored
through the steps even those | thought weren’t going to make it. Read page 164 from the 4™ edition of
the Big Book.

Presenter 4 — Jen — went to her first AA meeting at age 22. My first time at a Young People’s Meeting |
was overcome with emotion. | thought my life was over. 10/23/2022 sobriety date. At first felt safe with
LGBTQ+ people at my first Young Peoples meeting. Now feel safe at women’s meetings. Inclusivity is the
key to making AA more diverse. The future of AA is diversity and inclusivity. My higher power doesn’t
have a gender. Attended my first conference at only 7 days sober.



Question- and-Answer and share session began at 2:08 PM. The following topics that were covered were
1) Keep an open mind; 2) It’s the only way we in AA are going to continue to grow; 3) We need to get
away from everything being binary; 4) Bring the message of hope to an AA meeting; 5) All-inclusive,
never exclusive! 6) The book “Alcoholics Anonymous” covers the topic of acceptance on page 449 in the
third edition. Now that can be found on page 417 in the fourth edition of the same. 7) A June 15, 1969,
letter from Bill W to the ICYPAA (International Conference of Young People in AA) at a 1960 AA
Convention that took place in Philadelphia, PA was read by Liz. For an excerpt of Bill W’s letter to ICYPAA
please go to https://nenyaa.org/young-peoples-events/. The Q & A session ended at 2:45 PM.

2: 45 - 3:00, Wrap up, Closing
Wrap Up -

Updates on the 2023 NENY Convention, 237 live people came to Utica, NY. Also, there were 20 people
that attended virtually from our NENY Area District 20. The live attendance breaks down to 223 people
that had registered ahead of time. 40 people registered upon arrival. And 26 people that were either no
shows or arrived without checking into the NENY Convention. The seed money from the convention will
be returned. There was $800 in donations received from all groups within the NENY Area.

Per Andy, there was a quote that was already the Delta Hotel by Marriot in Utica, NY for the next NENY
Area Convention committee for the Western Cluster with a lock in for the dates in the first weekend of
November 5 years from now.

Updates on the 2024 NENY Convention, Zack, the incoming District 1 DCM, the hotel committee
chairperson gave the report for the updates in place of Trish M, the Convention Committee Chair. It will
be hosted by the Eastern Cluster. A committee has already been formed to date. Yet, there is still a need
for more volunteers.

There was a lucky winner of the new Velvet Soft Cover Big Book (Alcoholics Anonymous) for the one
member who had a sticker under his or her chair.

Closing -

Guy K passed the Chairpersons gavel on to Dolores K our incoming Area 48 Chair. Then closed the
Fellowship Day with the Responsibility Pledge at 2:57 PM after a motion to adjourn was made then
seconded. The Fellowship was officially adjourned at 2:58 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill O

NENY Area Secretary
secretary@nenyaa.org
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