NENY Area Fellowship Day
Saturday, April 15, 2023
9:30 AM —3:30 PM EST

A Hybrid Event

In-person Venue:
Mcknownville Church
1565 Western Ave.
Albany, NY 12203

Virtual via Zoom:
Meeting ID: 826 1550 9755
Password: Fellowship

Hosted by the Eastern Cluster (Districts 1, 2 and 18)
District 1 was the lead co-host.

9:30 AM - 10:00 AM - Meet and Greet (Breakfast and Coffee for the in-person attendees)
10:15 AM - 10:45 AM - Area Business and Announcements

Guy K. our Area 48 Chairperson had opened the April 2023 Fellowship Day with the Serenity Prayer and
the Zoom Script for the benefit of all the Virtual participants. Then, a moment of silence was requested
to wish our NENY Area 48 Delegate, Tamie E. the best of luck at the 73" General Service Conference in
Brooklyn, NY during the last week of April 2023. Guy had welcomed all the in-person and virtual
attendees to the Fellowship Day. The opening was concluded with a brief walk through the day’s agenda.

Area 48 Panel 72 Delegate per Tammie E. — Final reminder to send your 73™ General Service Conference
Delegate’s Questionnaires to Tammie E. at panel72delegate@aahmbny.org. All 93 Area Delegates have
been continuing to meet weekly to discuss the proposed resignation of the current General Service
Board Chairperson (also a Class A Trustee) prior to the 73™ GSC. There will be no Monday, April 24, 2023
Delegate’s Connection meeting. Our NENY Area 48 Panel 72 Delegate will be at the 73" General Service
Conference in Brooklyn, New York all week long from Monday, April 24 through Sunday, April 30, 2023.

Area 48 Chairperson/Alternate Delegate Report — Hi all, let's open with the serenity prayer. We would
like to thank the Eastern cluster for hosting with help from our Technology committee. The following
guestion was asked: Is there anyone here for their first Area event?

In a few days our Delegate will be attending this year's Conference. Let’s all keep all this year's
Conference attendees in our thoughts and prayers. Let us all believe in our trusted servants' right of
decision and the principle of an informed group conscience.

Also, in a few days our Area will be having its annual audit. Three of our NENY past Delegates plus our
treasurer will be handling that audit. Another first for Area 48 they will be doing it virtually. They will
have a report at our May Assembly.
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Area Business and Announcements continued.
The Area 48 Chairperson Report continued.

Please keep the May assembly on your agendas. There are proposals, a reading of the proposed 2024
Area budget and a report back of this year's Conference by our Delegate. Please keep in mind this
September is our Area 48 elections, we have a heavy rotation this year.

The 2023 New York State Informational Workshop is being held in WNY Area 50 in Amherst, NY during
the last weekend of July. If you are an Area 48 chairperson, please put it on your calendars.

Thank you for this opportunity to serve Alcoholics Anonymous! Guy K.

Area 48 Alternate Chairperson/Area 48 Functions Committee Chairperson Report — per our Dolores K.
Her report covered the next few NENY Area 48 and Regional upcoming events. And, announcements that
were worth noting were regarding the General Service Representative cheat sheets and three

informational tables.

Upcoming Area 48 and Regional Events

1) The NENY Spring Voting Assembly will be held on Saturday, May 20, 2023 from 9 AM to 3 PM. It will
be a hybrid NENY Area event that will be hosted by the Western Cluster (Districts 9, 12 and 20). The
NENY Area voting will be on three proposals and approval of the 2024 NENY Area budget. For the event
flyer, venue, zoom log on and agenda please go to https://nenyaa.org/may-voting-assembly-may-20th/.

2) The Northeast Regional Forum (NERF) will be held during the weekend of June 2-4, 2023 at the Boston
Marriott Burlington Hotel in Boston, MA. It will be hosted by the A.A. General Service Board. To view the
event flyer, go to https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/RF 2023 Northeast Flyer EN.pdf. To
register for the NERF 2023 event, please go to https://www.aa.org/regional-and-local-forums. To book
the hotel reservation go to https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1656440251662&key=GRP or
call the Boston Marriott Burlington Hotel at (888)236-2427. Please book by or before May 15, 2023.

3) The Joy of Service Day will be held on June 24, 2023 from 9 AM to 3 PM in Hopewell Junction, NY. The
NENY Joy of Service Day will be hosted by the Hudson Valley Cluster with District 11 as the lead host. For
the physical venue and zoom log on information go to https://nenyaa.org/joy-of-service-day-june-24th/.

4) The New York State Informational Workshop will be held during the weekend of July 28 -30, 2023 at
Daemon College in Amherst, NY. It will be hosted by WNY Area 50. More will be revealed later.

5) The NENY Election Assembly will be held on September 23, 2023 in Saratoga Springs, NY. It will be a
hybrid event that will be hosted by the Adirondack Cluster with District 5 as the lead host. More will be
revealed later.

6) The NENY Convention will be held during the weekend of November 3 — 5, 2023 in Utica, NY. It will be
hosted by the Western Cluster. More details will be revealed later. In late October or Early November of
2024, the NENY Convention will be hosted by our Eastern Cluster.
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Area Business and Announcements continued.
Area 48 Alternate Chairperson/Area 48 Committee Chairperson Report continued.

Announcements

1) Mark Q. the current Area 48 Archives Committee Chairperson had tables full of Archives displays.
2) Sally K. had tables full of Grapevine/La Vina literature for display and for sale.
3) Capital District Young (Youth or Young at Heart) People’s of A.A. had an information table.

4) District 1 had their 2023 Meeting Schedule booklets and the General Service Representative (GSR)
guide (cheat) sheets for the taking at the in-person sign in table.

Area 48 Secretary’s Report - per our Bill 0. There was an offer to read the March 18, 2023 Delegate’s
Day of Sharing meeting minutes. There was a motion to waive the reading of these minutes. The motion
to waive the reading was seconded. The motion to waive the reading of the March 18, 2023 minutes
passed with a simple majority virtually and with substantial unanimity in-person. There was 100%
unanimity for the approval of the March 2023 Delegate’s Day of Sharing minutes. To read these minutes
go to our NENY Area 48 website at https://nenyaa.org/area-secretary/.

Area 48 Treasurer’s Report — per our Linda A. The March 2023 Treasurer’s Report read by our Area 48
Treasurer. There was a motion to accept the March 2023 Treasurer’s Report. The motion to accept the
March 2023 treasurer’s report. The motion to approve the March 2023 report was approved with 100%
unanimity virtually and with substantial unanimity with the in-person attendees. To read the NENY Area
March 2023 Treasurer’s Report please go to NENY Area 48 website at https://nenyaa.org/finance/.

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM -- Panel A — How the Message Moves Up and Down the Service Structure. This
panel was led by Tammie E. — The presentation addressed the following topics:

1) What is the third legacy of service?

2) The least understood section of service is the bottom of the inverted triangle of General Service.

3) Pre-1950 Dr Bob and Bill W. were the leaders of A.A. World-wide,

4) The Birth of the Conference with the devising of the plan for the first General Service Conference that
was held on April 20, 1951 with 37 Panel 1 Area Delegate’s in New York City.

5) The Circles of Love and Service (a pamphlet). Common Purpose to help the still suffering alcoholic.
From AA Groups to the Districts then the Area Assembly then ultimately the General Service Conference.
Communication moves up and down the General Service Triangle (The upside-down triangle).

The Bill’s Vision of our Third Legacy of Service Slide Show was presented by Tammie E., Area 48 Panel 72
Delegate. It all started with the following question: What is our third legacy of service? The material for
this presentation was sourced from the 2021-2023 edition of the AA Service Manual combined with the
Twelve Concepts for World Service by Bill W. She will soon post a link at the NENY Delegate’s Connection
website at https://delegate.nenyaa.org/. For questions, contact our Area 48 Panel 72 Delegate via email
at panel72delegate@aahmbny.org.
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Panel A — How the Message Moves Up and Down the Service Structure? Continued.

Tammie E A48 Delegate had opened up Panel A for comments and a question-and-answer session at
10:52 AM.

1) How to go about starting a Spanish speaking meeting? NENY Website; nenyaa.org. Then go to Group
Change Form or New Group Forms. Or, go to the GSR Forum to register as a GSR even if it’s for a new
group. May take 2-3 months to take for a new group receive a GSO number. AA.org for the language
translations and the AA Grapevine.

2) Dave S. - Past Area 48 Delegate Panel 52 AA Service Manual 2021-2023 in Spanish can be consulted
regarding starting a Spanish speaking meeting and obtained through AA World Services, Inc.

3) The Area 48 Service Manual is also a possible resource to consult for any information on the AA group
per Tammie E. Area 48 Panel 72 Delegate.

4) The Plain language Big Book has been as the 71 GSC Advisory Action. May take a couple of years to
get to the point of publication (not in 2023). What is the Area 48’s feeling about the plain language Big
Book. Tad J. Past Area 48 Delegate Panel 70 said it’s a language in its self. To capture readers that read at
the eighth-grade level. Not to replace our current Big Book or the upcoming 5™ Edition. It’s written in the
modern-day vernacular.

5) How often does NERF takes place? It takes place other year? In 2023 it’s taking place in Boston, MA. It
is like a GSO road show. Where you can meet the trustees (GSB). The June 2 -4, 2023 NERF event link will
be shared shortly to register the upcoming NERF and to book the hotel room.

6) Marsha - District 1 - check your District’s website for its own service manual start with nenyaa.org.
District 1 has their own service manual at https://districtl.aahmbny.org/service/.

7) Should we continue to update the AA Service Manual? There were a number of mistakes in the
current edition (2021-2023). Our Fellowship conscience said we should definitely that was question
number 17 (parts A — E) in the Delegate’s Questionnaire.

8) Clara — Love and Service pamphlet regarding broken links — How do you reconnect when the
connection is broken? Do service and bring the concept of the $500.00 Multi-Day Scholarship to your
respective groups/districts. Everyone does a chance at sobriety and service.

9) How do you go about making people feel welcomed? Plain language Big Book is a good start. Norm L.
said it could be beneficial to all concerned.

10) Paul M. — Speaker’s Exchange Meetings for the sake of booking speakers at different neighboring
meetings. How to get them started? Putting together some guidelines at the Area 48 level there is
currently an ad hoc Committee.

Big Book 1% edition winner had a lucky sticker under chair facilitated by our Area 48 Chairperson.


https://district1.aahmbny.org/service/
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11:45 AM - 1:00 PM - Lunch Break — Seventh tradition luncheon for all the in-person attendees.
Guy K. A48 Chair asked for a round of applause for District 1.

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM - Panel B. Has Technology Changed How We Carry the Message in AA? - Led by
Matt E. Area 48 Webmaster/Technology Committee Chairperson and Ed M. of Capital District Central
Office. Yes, there was a slide show presented by the Area 48 Technology Committee Chairperson Matt E.
How the message gets carried out hasn’t changed. But the way the message gets carried out has
changed.

The 12 Statements of Technology. These statements of technology address concerns with budget,
anonymity, how technology supports AA, why are there no affiliations and no endorsements.
1) We use non-technology requirements before making technology choices.
) What are the legal implications for using technology?
) We use but don’t endorse sites such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Google Chrome.
) How do we use anonymity using first names and first initial of last names only?
5) What safeguards are used? Go to https://www.aa.org/aa-guidelines-internet.
)
)

Anonymity through emails use BCC (blind carbon copy).

Anonymity on Social Networks. Go to https://www.aa.org/aa-guidelines-internet.

8) Meeting Guide App go to https://www.aa.org/meeting-guide-app and you also can purchase literature
such as “Daily Reflections” go to https://www.aa.org/resources/literature. Information goes both ways.
9) T.I.A.A. Forum — Technology in Alcoholics Anonymous. Go to https://discourse.tiaa-forum.org/.

10) The Google Suite — use for emails (G Suite), documents processing, spreadsheets (Sheets).

11) More Technology to carry the message — You Tube, Glide, Instagram, Zoom (Virtual meeting service).
12) Accessibility — more options for finding meetings and connecting with other members.

13) Improve or expand the means to carry the message. Don’t re-create or re-invent the message.

14) Attraction not promotion. Go to https://www.aa.org/aa-guidelines-internet.

Ed M. -- Capital District Central Office Technology Team Chairperson — Where is Area 48 in all of this?
A slide show presentation facilitated by Ed M. also a member of the Area 48 Technology Committee.
1) NENY Area 48 Newsletter; Capital District Central Office News are prime examples of online resources.
2) Area 48 Tri-fold Pamphlet — created after the COVID 19 pandemic with physical meetings closing left
and right. Can scan QR code to go to nenyaa.org website meeting finder.

3) NENY Area 48 Virtual District (District 20) Ten meetings in Area 48 under District 20 to date.

4) How meeting schedule changes are shared? Groups/Members/Districts to Area 48 Records or
nenyaa.org to the Air Table Database to the District Websites/aa.org/nenyaa.org

5) How do meeting core changes get shared?

6) The Digital Seventh Tradition — The world-wide cashless movement impacts A.A. too!

7) The Development of Apps to help carry the message.

8) Websites used to maintain information throughout A.A. are NENY Area Website, Delegate’s
Connection, GSR Forum, The Capital Central Office, District Websites, etc.

9) District Website Template Project — How it works? Districts can utilize it without technology skills.
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Panel B — Has Technology Changed How We Carry the Message in AA? Continued.
Matt E. had started the Panel comments and question and answer session at 1:45 PM.

1) Where to find the presentations link on-line? Answer: within a week after scrubbing, it’ll be on
nenyaa.org.

2) Are these 12 statements of technology conference approved literature? No. But has been thoroughly
researched with a verification of the facts.

3) Tri-fold pamphlets QR Code for 2022 and 2023 different? Yes, there is a changed website and meeting
listings. A wealth of information.

4) How do we accommodate the members without smart phones or computers or tablets? Use the
public libraries resources or bulletin boards in some professional offices such as treatment centers,
doctor’s offices.

5) Why go to the Tri-fold pamphlets rather than the meeting schedule booklets? Easier to update
changes in meetings and groups.

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM Session C — Dan - Importance of GSRs — Do service work, help other members,
circulates information through paper flyers, information on any changes in AA as a whole, goal of making
members more informed even the newest ones. Pushing of information, service opportunities, and
events from groups, districts and areas.

Katie Bug D1 — September 1989 Issue of Box 4-5-9 GSR Preamble. Look into the GSR pamphlet included
as Conference Approved Literature. GSR Preamble sums up what a GSR does for the groups that they
represent. The GSRs are the link to carrying the message through group consciences from the District
and Area Meetings and events. Information regarding GSRs can be found in the AA Service Manual, “AA
Comes of Age”, GSR Forums, aa.org, nenyaa.org, etc.

Chip - 22 years of GSR service between the Selkirk Group (D1) and Voorheesville, NY Groups— Check out
the GSR Cheat Sheet (All the responsibilities of the General Service Representative in one sheet). Please
go to https://nenyaa.org/gsr-cheat-sheet/. Safety Issues in AA for certain demographic groups such as
single mothers in Rehabs busing to AA Meetings to get clean and sober. Passing on information to your
group through business meetings. Bringing together of all group’s consciences to the district and/or area

consciences.
Question and Answer Session was opened up by Dan at 2:30 PM.

1) Dolores K Area 48 Alternate Chairperson - What kind of commitment does it take to be a GSR?
Answer: A willingness to grow in sobriety and fellowship.

2) Albert — How does a member become a GSR? Can a GSR benefit from the services of a service
sponsor. The short answer is: Yes!


https://nenyaa.org/gsr-cheat-sheet/
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2:40 PM - 3:00 PM Closing and Wrap Up

Note: Tammie E. had put together the Delegate’s Questionnaire.

Motion to adjourn went out to the in-person and virtual participants. The motion to adjourn was
seconded. The vote to adjourn was 100% unanimous at 2:41 PM.

The Area 48 Chairperson closed the Fellowship Day with the Responsibility Pledge at 2:45 PM. And he
thanked District 1 and the rest of the Eastern Cluster (Districts 2 and 18) for a wonderful event.

The total attendance was 80 people with 53 in-person attendees and 27 virtual participants.
Respectfully submitted,

Bill O
NENY Area 48 Secretary
secretary@aahmbny.org



