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little makeover

February 2023

It’s a new year and we’re getting back into the swing of things here in Area 48. 
And there’s no better way to do this than to attend NERAASA, the Northeast 
Regional AA Service Assembly, taking place in Albany, NY on February 23 - 26.


Wondering what it’s all about & if you should attend? From NERAASA.org:


What is the purpose of NERAASA?


The purpose of the Northeast Regional Alcoholics Anonymous Service 
Assembly (NERAASA) is for GSRs, DCMs, Area Committee Members and 
Intergroup and Central Office Representatives of the Northeast Region to 
discuss General Service Conference related issues and concerns affecting AA 
as a whole, as well as pertinent aspects of recovery, unity and service common 
to the Areas of the Northeast Region.


What happens at NERAASA?


NERAASA is a weekend of Panel Presentations and Floor Discussions on 
Issues Affecting A.A. Today; the Northeast Regional Trustee's Report; 
Saturday Dinner followed by an A.A. Speaker Meeting. In addition, there are 
several Round Table Sharing Sessions throughout the weekend.


Who should attend NERAASA?


All A.A. members are welcome and encouraged to attend!


Excited? Me too! To register, visit www.neraasa.org - and I’ll see you there!


- Dana W.

newsletter@aahmbny.org

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Delegate’s Day

of Sharing /

Pre-Conference 
Assembly

Saturday, March 18

Oneonta, NY

Corrections 
Workshop

Friday, February 3

Virtual [Zoom]

NERAASA 2023

February 23 - 26

Albany, NY

http://NERAASA.org
http://www.neraasa.org
mailto:newsletter@aahmbny.org
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Principles of the Month | February

Step 2: Came to believe that a power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.


Tradition 2 [short form]: For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority - a loving God as he may 
express himself in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.


Tradition 2 [long form]: For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority – a loving God as he may 
express himself in our group conscience.


Tradition 2 Checklist [from SMF-131, Traditions Checklist from the AA Grapevine]:

1. Do I criticize or do I trust and support my group officers, AA committees, and office workers? Newcomers? Old-

timers?

2. Am I absolutely trustworthy, even in secret, with AA Twelfth Step jobs or other AA responsibility? 

3. Do I look for credit in my AA jobs? Praise for my AA ideas? 

4. Do I have to save face in group discussion, or can I yield in good spirit to the group conscience and work cheerfully 

along with it? 

5. Although I have been sober a few years, am I still willing to serve my turn at AA chores? 

6. In group discussions, do I sound off about matters on which I have no experience and little knowledge? 


Concept 2 [short form]: The General Service Conference of A.A. has become, for nearly every practical 
purpose, the active voice and the effective conscience of our whole society in its world affairs.


Concept 2 [long form]: When, in 1955, the A.A. groups confirmed the permanent charter for their General 
Service Conference, they thereby delegated to the Conference complete authority for the active maintenance 
of our world services and thereby made the Conference - excepting for any change in the Twelve Traditions 
or in Article 12 of the Conference Charter - the actual voice and the effective conscience for our whole 
Society.


Concept 2 Checklist [from SMF-91, Concepts Checklist]:

1. Do we have an understanding of the history of the General Service Conference (the “Conference”)?

2. What is a Conference Advisory Action? Does our home group’s G.S.R., D.C.M., area delegate report back to the 

group on the highlights of the Conference and Conference Advisory Actions?

3. Is our group meeting its wider Seventh Tradition responsibilities?

https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/smf-131_en.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/assets/smf-91_en.pdf
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Delegate Report

Greetings Friends in Fellowship and Service:


Still patiently awaiting the Final Agenda Item list.  
As soon as it’s released, I’ll send it on to all of you. 
On a positive note, preceding the January board 
meeting this past weekend, approximately 70% of 
the material had already been translated into 
Spanish and French, compared to 0% last year at 
this time.  I remain hopeful it will be completed 
and released soon after the final list comes out.


**Update from the Newsletter Editor: the final 
agenda list will be sent out separately as soon as it 
becomes available!**


As we close in on NERAASA 2023, I understand 
attendance is expected to be through the roof.  If 
you haven’t registered yet, I encourage you to do 
so.  I think this will be an event not to be missed!


Delegate’s Day of Sharing, or as I prefer to call it, 
The Pre-conference Assembly, is scheduled for 
March 18th.  This is an opportunity to learn more 
about what items will be discussed at the 
conference and for you to weigh in with your 
informed conscience that I can carry to New York.   
This will be held as a hybrid event, so that I can 
hear as many voices throughout the area as 
possible.  Please mark your calendars and plan to 
attend this very important day.  DCMs, again this 
year, I will be reaching out to you for assistance in 
presentations and roundtable discussions.  I thank 
you in advance for your cooperation and help.


Unofficial updates regarding progress on the 5th 
Edition Big Book & Plain Language Big Book:


• Fifth Edition BB - Over 2800 individual stories 
were submitted (only 1200 were received for the 
4th Edition)


• Plain Language BB - A draft of the first 5 
chapters are scheduled to be made available in 
a monitored, closed reading room (no cell 
phones allowed) for Conference members to 
read.  I am very excited for this opportunity. 


After considering a request for moving the 
Delegate Connection Virtual Chat to a different 
week of the month as the 4th/last week is often 
filled with group anniversary celebrations, I’ve 
decided to stay with the last Monday of the 
month, but I will be moving it up to 6pm for 2023.  
As an added option, on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month I attend a weekly Service Manual Study 
from 6pm-7pm.  I can stay on after 7pm to answer 
any questions and discuss issues or concerns at 
that time as well.


As always, all this information can also be 
accessed on The Delegate Connection webpage.  
Visit there often to keep up-to-date with the latest 
and greatest information.


Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns, if you want to know more 
about any of the information here, or if you are 
reading this as a paper copy and do not have 
access to the links provided but would like more 
details.   


I am always available to visit districts and groups 
to share more about service and how we continue 
to follow Bill’s vision all these years later.


Thank you all for trusting me to be your trusted 
servant.


Tammie E

Area 48 Panel 72 Delegate

panel72delegate@aahmbny.org

PO Box 285

Washington Mills, NY 13479

Monday Login

Meeting ID:


824 1507 5353


Passcode: Service


Thursday Login

Meeting ID:


838 3857 0486


Passcode: ReadAASM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82415075353?pwd=OWFrbjNpTFgrZVZPcUk5WHZ2L1lQdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83838570486?pwd=cDdic0phU29YT0JNaSt4ZndtYzF6QT09
https://delegate.aahmbny.org/72nd-gsc-report-back-for-area-48-neny/
mailto:panel72delegate@aahmbny.org
https://www.neraasa.org/register/
https://nenyaa.org/pre-conference-assembly-march-18/
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Area 48 - Final 
Convention Report - 2022

Nov. 4-6, 2022 Holiday Inn – Poughkeepsie, NY


Convention Committee


Cathy P. – 17 DCM – Convention Chair

Shira F. – Program Chair

Kevin H-B D16 – Registration

Michael C. D7 – Treasurer

Bill W – Past Delegate and Recording Secretary

Glenn D./Melissa DCM D15 – Hospitality

Lindsey B. DCM D11 – Volunteer Chair

Ed D. D2 – Technology

Michelle D. - DCM 3

Thea H-B – DCM D16

Dolores K. – Area 48 Alt Chair


Comments


Since the Hudson Valley cluster was charged with 
this event at such a late date, we jumped right in. 
Thea H-B, Bill W. and I went to the Holiday Inn in 
Poughkeepsie and we all agreed it was a great 
place to have the Convention. The full committee 
reviewed the AA Guidelines for Conferences, 
Conventions and Roundups. In addition, we also 
reviewed the AA Guidelines for the Relationship 
Between AA and Al-Anon. We met numerous 
times throughout each month proceeding the 
Convention.


Registration


We were grateful to have a Registration Chair who 
had lots of previous experience with conventions 
and doing registration.


• 399 (Approximately) total attended including 
Speakers and Taper


• 277 pre-registered


• 283 Online Registrations - (6 registered on-line 
Friday)


• 96 Walk-In Registrations


• 15 pre-registered by mail


• 6 people canceled and were refunded, or they 
contributed their registration for scholarships


• 23 people refunded for Registration to get 
Scholarships who were under 1 year sober


• 45 Walk-In Scholarship Registrations requested 
on-site - not sure how many more distributed


• 115 People contributed to scholarships


• $2,691 contributed toward scholarships (134.55 
scholarships) 


• $460 of that was refunded leaving 111.55 
scholarships available


• 12 People entered data on web with no 
payment (Some Showed up and Some Zoomed)


• 53 People Purchased Friday Buffet Online


• 71 People Purchased Saturday Breakfast Buffet 
Online


• 8 People Bought Saturday Breakfast On-Site


• 79 Total Saturday Breakfast Sold


• 54 People Purchase Saturday Lunch Buffet 
Online


• 15 People Bought Lunch Buffet On-Site


• 69 Total Lunch Buffet Sold


• 138 People Purchased a Banquet Online and 
Mail in


• 8 On-Site Banquet Sales 


• 138 + 8 + 2 speaker banquets + 1 taper 
banquet + 1 hospitality banquet= 150 total 
banquets


• 57 Bought Sunday Breakfast Online


• 3 Bought Sunday Breakfast By Mail


• 60 Total Sunday Breakfast Sold


• 31 No Shows by Sunday Morning


A decision was made that we would use the Area’s 
JotForm Website since it was already set up from 
the previous year’s virtual convention, and Ed 
came on as our Convention Tech Chair to set it up 
for our 2022 Convention. We also agreed that we 
would use Stripe as the Convention’s online 
payment service. 


An envelope stuffing meeting for the week before 
the Convention was scheduled and we rented a 
large room at the Sober Clubhouse in 
Poughkeepsie. There were plenty of volunteers 
and the work went quickly. About 400 envelopes 
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were stuffed in about two hours. Pizza was served 
and the clubhouse provided soft drinks. 


There were four opportunities for service to 
register for:


1. Welcome & Information - Helping people 
move through the Reg table and take care of 
Q&A.


2. Registration Packets - Looking up and 
distributing people’s Convention packets.


3. Stripe Sales and Refunds - On-site 
registration help and refunding Stripe 
customers.


4. Scholarship Assignments - Determining 
eligibility and distributing Scholarships to 
halfway house residents, and those who are new 
and have financial difficulty.


On the first day of the Convention, the registration 
able with set up with alphabetized banker’s boxes, 
with the envelopes. Registration tried to log on to 
the hotel’s Wi-Fi service, and it didn’t work. I tried 
using my phone as a hotspot, but the connection 
was not stable, so the first rush of people who did 
not pre-register ended up having to fill out 
registration forms and pay cash, which our 
Treasurer made rounds to pick up as time passed. 
Some of the sales we tried to do with Stripe would 
not show up as paid, so when they were re-
entered, they showed up later as paid more than 
once, and had to be refunded. This became a real 
problem, especially with people still purchasing 
meals throughout the weekend. Without having a 
stable internet on Friday, it became very difficult to 
maintain an account of the registration forms filled 
out. That evening Kevin went home with the forms 
to tally them and enter them into his spreadsheet. 


The next day, registration braced themselves for 
the flood of walk-in people. Sure enough, they 
came in droves. There were a few volunteers who 
didn’t think they should pay, because they were 
speaking on a panel, or greeting at the door. Our 
explanation to these people was as follows:


“Yes, we still pay the registration fee. Since our 
Traditions exclude us from being financially 
compensated for doing Service work, we are in 
conformance with our 8th tradition by paying the 
registration fee.”


We sold as many meal tickets as we could and 
were selling banquet tickets up to noontime on


Saturday to reach our goal of 140. We ended up 
overshooting the mark by around 10 because we 
didn’t account for the speakers, and the taper, as 
well as the online sales that continued into 
Saturday. 


*In hindsight: 


• Be sure people know that all sales are final. If 
they are not satisfied with the hotel meals, then 
the hotel will need to refund them.


• Setup the Stripe sales for individual columns for 
each purchase type. Sorting these out after the 
fact was difficult. 


• Make sure there are separate columns for 
banquet meal entree selections. Our Technology 
Chair had to go back to contact people to find 
out what they wanted, after the purchase.


• Make sure people registering cannot check out 
of the purchasing session without selecting 
“Register”.


Purchases for Registration


• 500 Die Struck Lapel Pins - $650


• 5 rolls of 1000 colored raffle tickets - $42.95


• Jigsaw Puzzle - $27.26


• 400 Clear Plastic Name Badge Holders - $79.90 


• 100 Blue Bulk Lanyards (for walk-ins) and 500 9 x 
12 Clasp Envelopes - $122.98


• 4” Stick and Stack Committee Name Ribbons - 
$87.18


• 300 Custom Printed Lanyards - $214.38


• 400 card stock name badge inserts - $19.71 (We 
had to get more at Staples on Sat Morning $50)


• 400 “Local Attractions” printed for envelopes - 
$121.82


• Rent for envelope stuffing room - $40
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Scholarships


115 members contributed various amounts of 
dollar increments for a total of $2,691. $460 was 
refunded due to non-attendance bringing the total 
contributions for Scholarships to: $2,231.


78 Scholarships were distributed to anyone with 
less than one year of sobriety and persons in 
treatment centers/halfway houses.


Of the $2,231 contributed, we gave away $1,560 
in Scholarships. $671 was left.


As a committee we agreed that the AA members 
who contributed Scholarship money had 
designated this to go toward Scholarships only 
and not to the Area or GSO.  We agreed 
unanimously to send the $671 remaining 
scholarship monies to the Treasurer of the 2023 
Area 48 Convention to be used for Scholarships.


Program


Our Program Chair put together an outline of the 
topics and times for the entire program and 
distributed it to the committee for feedback.  She 
then set about getting volunteers from each of the 
Districts and even beyond.  Given the tight time 
constraints she was operating under, arranging for 
speakers, moderators, and timers was a huge task, 
but she put the program together and it went 
smoothly from opening to closing.  All the 
volunteers for each panel were present and the 
entire program went off.  The major speakers were 
particularly popular and the question-and-answer 
sessions went off without any incidents.


Volunteers


Overall, everything went very smoothly. It was slow 
going in the beginning, which is the norm when 
asking people to volunteer. As it got closer to the 
event (about 3 weeks out), more people started to 
sign up for actual time slots. About 60 people 
reached out to volunteer and around half 
responded back. Email blasts were sent out weekly 
to the volunteers to keep everyone up to date and 
informed on the volunteer roles. We set up a 

schedule to have between 4 to 6 people greeting 
for the majority of the event. That would give us 
volunteers to be at the main entrance as people 
arrived and in front of the conference room 
doors while panels, workshops, and meetings were 
starting. The info for any volunteers looking to do 
hospitality or registration was given to those 
committees to reach out. 


In total we had 42 people sign up to be greeters. 
We had two people cancel ahead of time due to 
Covid issues. Five people that signed up did not 
show up. Throughout the event we had many 
people come up and ask to help, so we were 
never lacking.


District 11 made a contribution to the Convention 
of 50 magnetic greeter badges  and 50 magnetic 
volunteer badges. This was a total cost of $100.52 
for District 11.  The puzzle was fully put together 
after the event. In total only 24 pieces were 
missing.


Hospitality


In addition to the Hospitality Chair, the DCM from 
District 15 was the co-chair. While the Chair 
handled all food/beverage issues, the co-chair 
handled all tech/correspondence. Friday set up 
went well--coffee, hot dogs and snacks. Some 
guests had hot dogs and chips for dinner.


Saturday morning - outlets in the kitchen blew. 
However, with extension cords the Hospitality 
Chair was able to keep the coffee flowing. By 
lunch, we ran out of bottled water and water was 
purchased nearby. Over 200 hotdogs were served 
with nonstop guests coming and going.  There 
was additional requests for hot dogs after Saturday 
dinner. 


Sunday morning - with help of the Women of 
Worth group - Fishkill, room was put back 
together.  


As Hospitality Chair was “safe food certified” he 
was allowed to serve heated food. Having 
volunteers sign up on the website made it easy to 
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keep a rotation of volunteers coming into the 
room.


Treasurer


Seed Money	 	 $2,000.00


Payouts through Treasurer


Hotel Deposit		 $1,500.00

Hospitality	 	 $981.83

Program	 	 $804.65

Registration	 	 $1,392.09

Meals	 	 	 $13,452.00

Taper/Recorder	 $425.00

Mugs (72) 	 	 $502.56

Speaker V	 	 $62.65

Speaker J	 	 $108.00


Deposits after Convention


Registration	 	 $2,435.00

Mugs	 	 	 $510.00

7th Tradition Basket	 $200.00

Checking Balance 12-01-22

	 	 	 $3.845.94


Reimbursement	 $1,157.12

4 hotel rms. per Committee vote


Reimbursement	 $289.28

for Convention Chair Room


Hotel deposit reimbursement	 $1,500.00


Scholarship monies	 $671.00

sent to 2023 Convention Treasurer


BALANCE	 	 $3,816.10


Check sent to Area to return seed money

$2,000.00


Check sent to Area for surplus funds	

$1,816.10 (Half of this ($908.05) needs to go to 
GSO per our Area Service Manual)


Technology


Given the continuing worries about Covid and the 
fact that the Area has a Virtual District, the 
Committee voted unanimously to make the 
Convention a hybrid event.  While streaming the 

entire event would have been cost-prohibited, all 
the major speakers were available live.  The 
Committee also voted to make the streaming free, 
as it did not include the entire Convention and we 
felt this was a good way to “carry the message.”  
With very little time available, the Technology 
Chair did an incredible job pulling it all together 
and the event went off without a single technical 
glitch. The major speakers were carried live as well 
as some of the panels. The audience was told 
where to sit to avoid losing anonymity.  This can 
serve, we believe, as a good prototype for all 
future Conventions. Our Technology Chair created 
a website for our Convention, which was the first 
time Area 48 had such a website. AA members 
could register for service through the website 
(registration table, greeters, etc.)


Al-Anon


Based on the Guidelines provided by GSO, having 
an Al-Anon speaker was appropriate and would be 
welcomed. After numerous attempts to contact Al-
Anon, a connection was finally made. Al-Anon did 
have their own program during our Convention 
which seemed to be a very good success. We 
received many positive comments about Al-Anon 
being at the Convention and the Friday night 
speaker.


Secretary


The Minutes were taken at each meeting and 
forwarded to the Convention Committee within a 
few days of our meeting. We had the great fortune 
of having our Secretary also be a Past Delegate. 
He offered lots of wisdom, guidance, and Area 48 
history to our Committee.


DCMs


While some DCMs were a part of the Convention 
Committee, others like the DCM from District 16 
worked furiously behind the scenes. She helped 
with Stripe complications and other technology 
related issues that had the rest of us stumped. The 
DCM was District 3 attended many Convention
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Alternate Chair Report

The DCM/Functions Committee met on January 
15, 2023 at 6 PM.The following 11 districts were 
represented at our committee meeting by your 
DCMs and/or Alt DCMs: D1, D3, D8, D10, D11, 
D12, D14, D15, D16, D17, D19 and D20. I 
appreciate and value our trusted servants’ 
continued commitment to their current service 
position.


Welcome to the newest DCMs and Alt DCMs who 
have rotated into this new service commitment. 
Your service and commitment are so valued: D1 
Alt DCM, D10 Alt DCM, and D15 DCM.


Area 48 is also grateful to those DCMs who have 
rotated out or are willing to stay on to ensure their 
district will not be unrepresented in the service 
structure: D2 DCM, and D18 DCM.


The D1 DCM opened our meeting with a 
presentation and short discussion of Tradition 1 
and Concept 1.


Area 48 NENY Inventory Day was held virtually on 
November 19, 2022 The host cluster was the 
Western Cluster, led by D20. (D9, and D12). The 
facilitator for the event was Gary L., a past 
delegate from Eastern PA, as well as serving as the 
Northeast Regional Trustee. He brought a good 
deal of experience to our Area. The purpose of 
Inventory Day is to evaluate how we are fulfilling 
our primary purpose as an Area and is held every 
other year.


The Area 48 Orientation Day on January 21, 2022 
and being hosted by D10 and the Adirondack 
cluster (D5, D13 and D19) will be a VIRTUAL event.


A reminder was shared for DCMs to register for 
the Northeast Region Alcoholics Anonymous 
Service Assembly (NERAASA) which Area 48 is 
hosting in Albany on February 25-27, 2023.


March 18, 2023 will bring the Pre-Conference 
Assembly (Delegate’s Day of Sharing) which will be 
hosted by the Central Cluster D4, D8 and D14. D8 
will take the lead.


Committee meetings and rallied her District to be 
of service and get involved.


Area 48 Alt. Chair


The Area 48 Alt. Chair attended all Committee 
meetings and was willing to jump in when needed. 
It was great to have the support of Area 48 at all 
times during this process.


Closing Comments


It was an honor and a privilege to work together 
with this Convention Committee. Every single 
Committee Member was engaged and excited 
about their service. Some of us were experienced 
convention members and others of us were brand 
new. We received so many positive comments 
about our outstanding program - speakers, panels 
and workshops, and long-timer’s panel. In 
addition, we received quite a few comments about 
the diversity of our members on panels, speakers, 
workshops, etc. Our Convention Website, which 
was the first time Area 48 had this, was full of great 
information and constantly updated. Our goal was 
to Carry the Message and speak The Language of 
the Heart. We were very successful.


Cathy P. – District 17 DCM

2022 NENY Convention Chair

nenyconventionchair@aahmbny.org

mailto:nenyconventionchair@aahmbny.org
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The Website Highlight


Did you know you can find the Area 48 
Secretary’s Minutes on the website?!


Missed an area event? Can’t remember which 
way a vote went? Want to bring information 
to your home group?


By going to https://nenyaa.org/area-
secretary you can look for new and old 
minutes as recorded and approved by the 
Area. Spread the word!


If you’re interested in technology in AA or are 
looking to have some AA tech questions 
answered, please join us at the virtual monthly 
Technology Committee meeting. We meet 
every month on the third Tuesday at 6pm and 
all are welcome!


Meeting ID: 829 5229 5872 
Passcode: Techteam48


To get in touch with me for any questions you 
can email me at: webmaster@aahmbny.org


Matt E, Area 48 Technology Chair

Service Scholarship News

Area 48 NENY is happy to announce the recipients 

of our very first Service Scholarship Stipends.


You, through your GSRs and other trusted servants, 
voted to allot five (5) $500 scholarships, one (1) per 
cluster to a member of NENY to attend a weekend-
long service event. The recipients were to be chosen 
by lottery at the district level and placed in “the hat” 
to be chosen at random by the Alt Area 48 Chair. 
The drawing occurred on Orientation Day on 
1/21/23. It was very exciting!


There are three (3) weekend-long service events 
that the recipients can choose to attend this year:


1. Northeast Region of AA Service Assembly 
(NERAASA)- being hosted by Area 48 and held in 
Albany, NY. NERAASA is a weekend of panel 
presentations and floor discussions on issues 
affecting AA today. (2/23-26)


2. Northeast Regional Forum (NERF) provides a unique 
opportunity for AA members throughout the service 
structure to exchange information. It is being held 
this year in Boston, MA on June 2-4.


3. New York Informational Workshop (NYSIW) is a 
weekend event rotating among the four (4) NYS 
Areas. It is being hosted by Area 50 Western NY on 
July 28-30. It is for any AA member who would like 
to learn more about general service in NYS.


The lucky recipients of Area 48’s inaugural service 
scholarships are:


‣ Eastern Cluster- Spencer H-B (District 1)

‣ Hudson Valley Cluster- Maggie B (District 17)

‣ Adirondack Cluster- Paula M (District 13)

‣ Central Cluster- Lysa L (District 14)

‣ Western Cluster- Cindy De P (District 12)


The $500 service scholarship can be used for mileage, 
tolls, lodging and registration for the one (1) specific 
event with documentation of costs. Of course, it is 
suggested that the recipient “spread the wealth” 
and invite other AA members to share the room, 
carpool, etc.


What a great opportunity to learn firsthand that 
“Service is Fun!” If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at 
althmbchair@aahmbny.org.

Mark your calendar for Fellowship Day on April 15, 
2023 hosted by D1 and the Eastern Cluster. More 
info to follow.


Thank you to all the DCMs who willingly give of 
their time in support of AA and NENY. You make 
this commitment so enjoyable. Service is indeed 
FUN!


Thank you for allowing me to serve.


Dolores K.

althmbchair@aahmbny.org

mailto:althmbchair@aahmbny.org
https://nenyaa.org/area-secretary
https://nenyaa.org/area-secretary
mailto:webmaster@aahmbny.org
mailto:althmbchair@aahmbny.org
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My Service Story

Participation | Concept 4


Active participation and equality encourage a 
voice from all positions and servants.


At all responsible levels, we ought to maintain a 
traditional “Right of Participation,” allowing a 
voting representation in reasonable proportion to 
the responsibility that each must discharge.


I remember a series of Service opportunities that 
led up to revolutionary idea, where I was able to 
see the importance of Concept IV and how 
important it really is. It started when I was asked to 
lead a meeting based on AA literature that I read. I 
chose the leadership essay from Concept 9 and a 
page out of Tradition 2 about the difference 
between a “Bleeding Deacon” and “Elder 
Statesmen”. When I initially pulled out a small pink 
and peach book that most members hadn’t seen 
yet, some confusion arose. My service friend, a 
Group member excitedly whispered that it was the 
Service Manual. At the end of the meeting she 
bounded up to me bouncing and cheerfully asked 
me if I would be on the Convention committee 
with her. Would I?! What an honor!


Months of planning and growth ensued, which 
included me learning the valuable AA service 
lesson of having a good committee to support 
each other in this endeavor. When all was said and 
done, two weeks after the Convention there was 
an Area event. A young friend from my committee 
wanted to attend her first Area event and asked 
me to take her. Will I?! What an honor! While 
introducing her to my sober service network I was 
approached by the incoming Area Chair. She 
asked if I had a service position following the 
Convention work we had just done, and I admitted 
that I did not. I was hoping for something simpler, 
more low-key, so I mentioned that I had just 
purchased a computer and wondered if there was 
position I could do using that. I was then offered 
the Area Alternate Records position. Alternate! 

Perfect! I anticipated it being an in name only 
position, where I could belong, yet have time to 
catch my breath after organizing a convention. So 
as what often happens in life and sobriety, the 
Registrar chairperson had to step down and I was 
asked to step up. This was December of 2019.


I missed my first Area event as an officer in 
January; like so many AAs I felt overwhelmed and 
not good enough, despite all of the support. The 
past Registrar met with me and explained 
everything to me about Area records and what my 
responsibilities were. He helped me log into the 
email, computer, and interactive spreadsheet 
where our records were kept. Further down the 
triangle the records were being reorganized, and 
we currently didn’t have access to them nor did we 
have to edit anything. Towards the end of 
February our regional service event gathered. This 
gave me the energy, confidence, and spirit to 
participate, own my indolence, and focus on my 
responsibilities! In March 2020 I was able to stand 
in front of the Area and offer information, answers, 
and the resolve to do better. A week later New 
York state was closed down due to the pandemic. I 
reached out to the past registrar to brainstorm 
how to go about listing these groups so that we 
had a way to stay connected. Our interactive 
spreadsheet made it easy to upload information to 
our website, where we could communicate open 
meetings whether in person or online in real time. 
In that month, I had communicated with more 
people via phone, text, messenger, and virtual 
meetings. Even for an outgoing, social upbeat 
person like myself, it was a lot of communicating, 
and during an isolating pandemic kept me 
connected. The idea that Service is my anchor in 
the storm, a saying I got from a previous regional 
forum, really proved to be true for me!


"When I initially pulled out a small pink and 
peach book that most members hadn’t seen 
yet, some confusion arose. My service friend, a 
Group member excitedly whispered that it was 
the Service Manual.”
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As time went on and in-person groups were slow 
to open, and virtual groups remained popular. It 
became clear to me that there was a gap in our 
connection and ability to participate down the 
service triangle. We had many online groups that 
had no effective way of communicating their 
group conscience to the Program and no way for 
the service structure to communicate with them. I 
wondered how we could provide a way to do this, 
and a virtual district was the best answer I had.


When I spoke to our Area chair and Delegate 
about this idea and how to implement it, they 
suggested allowing the Area to vote on it. A 
Proposal for the fall 2020 Area assembly followed 
and I found myself presenting to my Area 
(virtually), with some nerves and grace. The 
proposal passed and then the Minority opinion 
was heard. There was a lengthy discussion with 
many questions about how the District would run. 
I responded the best I could with answers 
including autonomy and group conscience within 
the new District itself. A member called the 
question and the vote was taken again. The 
Proposal did not receive substantial unanimity. I 
was then assigned to lead an Ad Hoc committee 
to consider the minority opinion and clear up any 
confusion from the Proposal. What an honor! The 
group that I participated in, led itself. The group 
conscience was strong, diverse, and experienced. 
At the spring Area assembly we presented a new 
and improved proposal which the Area approved! 
We now had been granted the opportunity to 
build a virtual district as the group conscience 
saw fit. Oh yeah…. that means someone had to 
start it. The seed was found and now it had to be 
planted. A long-timer with accessibility issues, a 
friend in service, reached out to me in support to 
get the ball rolling. My Higher Power always gives 
me what and who I need, when I need it!


Through our efforts the District had its first 
meeting in October of 2021. We chose group 
officers, introduced ourselves and the groups that 
wanted to join us. We are going strong, 
trailblazing for those with accessibility issues, and 
connecting all groups to the service structure of 
Alcoholics Anonymous no matter where the 
members are physically located.


I believe a new and exciting chapter in the 
history of AA has begun and I am excited that I 
had a part to play in it – all because I had used 
the Service manual at a literature meeting!


- Gretchen E., (Online) District 20 Registrar

The idea that Service is my anchor in the storm, 
a saying I got from a previous regional forum, 
really proved to be true for me!

Daily Reflection

Goal: Sanity


February 01


". . . Step Two gently and very gradually began 
to infiltrate my life. I can't say upon what 
occasion or upon what day I came to believe in 
a Power greater than myself, but I certainly have 
that belief now."


12 STEPS & 12 TRADITIONS, p. 27


"Came to believe!" I gave lip service to my 
belief when I felt like it or when I thought it 
would look good. I didn't really trust God. I 
didn't believe He cared for me. I kept trying to 
change things I couldn't change. Gradually, in 
disgust, I began to turn it all over, saying: 
"You're so omnipotent, you take care of it." He 
did. I began to receive answers to my deepest 
problems, sometimes at the most unusual 
times: driving to work, eating lunch, or when I 
was sound asleep. I realized that I hadn't 
thought of those solutions - a Power greater 
than myself had given them to me. I came to 
believe.


- AA Daily Reflections

https://www.aa.org/daily-reflections
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Update: hotel rooms are selling fast!


For the most up-to-date information on 
available rooms, please visit:


https://www.neraasa.org/register


Have you registered yet?


If not - scan the QR code, go to 
www.NERAASA.ORG/register, or print 
out the registration form in this 
newsletter. However, you choose to do it, 
REGISTER to attend NERAASA 2023 at 
the Crown Plaza Albany (The Desmond)!


Can’t join us in person?


Hybrid options are available! Follow the 
registration links for more information.

Chair / Alternate 
Delegate Report

Happy New Year to all! Hope everyone is ready to 
jump into service.


Thanks to all who participated in our annual 
Orientation Day. As with most events we had a 
decent turnout, but we always would like to see 
more participation. This goes for all our area 
events. We as alcoholics can't stay sober alone 
and struggle to do service alone. Please check out 
our monthly committee meetings and other area 
events. All are listed on our website nenyaa.org.


I really hope to see you in Albany at the end of the 
month. We are very fortunate to have NERAASA 
2023 in our area this year, 2/23-26/23. It has been 
the most informative event on service 

PURPOSE The purpose of NERAASA is for GSRs, DCMs, Area Committee Members,
& Intergroup / Central Office Representatives of the Northeast Region to
discuss General Service Conference-related issues & concerns affecting
AA as a whole, as well as pertinent aspects of recovery, unity,
& service common to the Areas of the Northeast Region.

Hotel Rooms: $139/night + tax (use code NER for group rate)
Book rooms directly through The Desmond Hotel / Crowne Plaza
518-869-8100 | www.neraasa.org/register

ROUNDTABLES Area Chairpersons • Archives • Accessibilities • Corrections • Cooperation
with the Professional Community (CPC) • Delegates / Alternates • DCMs / DCMCs /
Alternates • Grapevine / La Viña • GSRs / Alternates • Intergroups / Central Offices •
Literature • Newsletters • Public Information (PI) • Registrars • Secretaries • Technology •
Treasurers • Treatment & Bridging the Gap (BTG) • Young People in AA (YPAA)

The Desmond Hotel
660 Albany-Shaker Rd
Albany, NY 12211
Registration Deadline:
February 15, 2023

Questions? info@neraasa.org | Information: neraasa.org 

Northeast Regional AA Service Assembly 

opportunities in my sober journey. Another bonus 
is I get to meet new members from outside my 
area who want to fulfill our primary purpose.


Please also keep informed in the newsletter and 
website about the 2023 Conference agenda items, 
they will be out soon. In our March 18th area event 
our delegate will be seeking input from us on the 
agenda items. It is imperative for our delegate to 
have an informed group conscience to bring to the 
conference.


As always, thanks to you all for giving me this 
privilege to serve AA!


Yours in service,


Guy K., NENY Chair/Alt Delegate

hmbchair@aahmbny.org

PURPOSE The purpose of NERAASA is for GSRs, DCMs, Area Committee Members,
& Intergroup / Central Office Representatives of the Northeast Region to
discuss General Service Conference-related issues & concerns affecting
AA as a whole, as well as pertinent aspects of recovery, unity,
& service common to the Areas of the Northeast Region.

Hotel Rooms: $139/night + tax (use code NER for group rate)
Book rooms directly through The Desmond Hotel / Crowne Plaza
518-869-8100 | www.neraasa.org/register

ROUNDTABLES Area Chairpersons • Archives • Accessibilities • Corrections • Cooperation
with the Professional Community (CPC) • Delegates / Alternates • DCMs / DCMCs /
Alternates • Grapevine / La Viña • GSRs / Alternates • Intergroups / Central Offices •
Literature • Newsletters • Public Information (PI) • Registrars • Secretaries • Technology •
Treasurers • Treatment & Bridging the Gap (BTG) • Young People in AA (YPAA)

The Desmond Hotel
660 Albany-Shaker Rd
Albany, NY 12211
Registration Deadline:
February 15, 2023

Questions? info@neraasa.org | Information: neraasa.org 

Northeast Regional AA Service Assembly 

Scan the QR code to register!

mailto:hmbchair@aahmbny.org
https://www.neraasa.org/register
http://www.NERAASA.ORG/register
http://nenyaa.org
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Our regular monthly meeting will be on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month of February, the 15th at 
6 PM.


Click here to join Zoom Meeting


Meeting ID: 867 1213 3948, Passcode: A48Correct


In service, 
Tom C.


AA Area 48 Corrections Chair

corrections@aahmbny.org 
 
I am responsible. When anyone, anywhere, 
reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always 
to be there. And for that: I am responsible.


Grapevine Report

Hi Everyone, 


I hope you enjoyed the holiday season, 


I am excited to get back to routine and hopefully 
in person/hybrid monthly Area events. As the Area 
Grapevine/La Viña chair I try to carry the message 
of the Grapevine and La Viña and to have a wide 
inventory of books and other misc items. 


I took advantage of the Grapevine’s recent No 
Shipping and Handling in Dec. 2022 also we got in 
under the wire of a price hike and to be prepared 
for NERAASA and our own monthly events. 


Want to help another alcoholic? The Carry the 
Message Project 2023 is in full swing… every 
Member, Group, District or Area can give a gift 
Subscription to an alcoholic who needs it. The list 
is endless as to who we can give a subscription to, 
sponsees, celebrants, our home group, detoxes, 
jail, treatment centers, the list is endless! Or we 
can let the Grapevine office choose, they have a 
long list of those that can't get their own 
subscription. It’s the perfect 12th Step in giving 
and planting the seed, while contributing to the 
Grapevine and La Viña. 


Corrections Chair Report

Hello to all of Area 48,


Well, this last 2 months flew by. There has been 
some activity in the volunteer world of AA carrying 
of the message behind the walls of our prisons.


We now have one more in District 19, Franklin CF, 
and Bare Hill CF, who has been cleared by the NYS 
Dept of Corrections, with one more possibly 
cleared in the coming weeks.


2 more have stepped forward to volunteer to help 
in District 3 with Greene CF and possibly 
Coxsackie CF when it opens to us. They are both 
currently going through the application process 
with NYS Dept. of Corrections.


We have been able to generate some interest in 
this VERY rewarding service work in my own 
region, with 2 more candidates who stepped up to 
help in either Midstate CF, Mohawk CF or Marcy 
CF. They are currently going through the 
Application process with NYS Dept. of Corrections.


Volunteers are still needed in District 7, District 15, 
Ulster County, District 11, Dutchess County and 
District 13, Washington County. If anyone knows of 
groups who may not be involved, please pass this 
along to them. I can be reached at 
corrections@aahmbny.org for more information.


Our Virtual Corrections Workshop will happen on 
the 3rd of February, and all speakers on the panel 
have confirmed that they will be there!!


Many of the county jails are accepting us back in, 
but some setbacks have been reported where 
there has been either denial by staff of our 
volunteers at the last minute, or very small 
attendance by the incarcerated individuals, but the 
resilience and persistence of our volunteers will 
see us through these difficulties.


We hope to see a wide variety of people at our 
workshop. Flyer can be found in this newsletter.


mailto:corrections@aahmbny.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86712133948?pwd=Nk1DUDhINXlGejNhVEtCaTR3WUlCUT%2009
mailto:corrections@aahmbny.org
mailto:corrections@aahmbny.org
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Learn more here aagrapevine.org/carry-the-
message 


Do you have the Meeting Guide App from AAWS? 
(Blue circle, white chair) If you do you can find all 
of the information for the Grapevine and La Viña. 
On the bottom tape there are a few words in gray, 
touch the word NEWS, you will not be 
disappointed! Do you receive the Grapevine/La 
Viña Newsletter? Do you share it with your Home-
Group? It’s easy for all of us to utilize this as a tool 
in our groups or districts. Does your group have a 
Grapevine/La Viña Representative (GVR)? Check 
out this link to see not just how easy and how fun 
it is to be a Grapevine/LaVina Rep. Read the REP 
FAQS here aagrapevine.org/gvr . 


Do you have experience with these topics? 
It’s time to write your story, here are the next 2 
issues to write on your experience: 


• AA in the Military (stories due Feb 15, 2023) the 
military? Did you ever serve in the military 
sober? Were you ever on a ship overseas while 
trying to stay sober? What were AA meetings 
like in What were some of the challenges? Did 
you find AA while serving? Tell us about being in 
AA while serving our country. 


• Young and Sober (ICYPAA Celebrates 65 Years!) 
(stories due March 15, 2023) Did you come into 
AA at an early age? What was that like? 


Do you go to Young People's AA (YPAA) 
meetings, dances and Conferences? How have 
they helped you? Share your experiences. 
aagrapevine.org/contribute


What are you doing on the 2nd Tuesday 
every month? 


We host a really fun virtual Grapevine Story Hour 
at 7pm (est)! Every month we have a member read 
a favorite GV story, share about it and then we 
open it up for us all to share. We have members 
joining from all around the country and CanadaI 
hope you can join us this month at 7pm on 

February 14, 2023. If you have a favorite story and 
would like to be a reader please email me at 
grapevine@aahmbny.org You can find us on the 
Zoom platform ID# 834 1851 2300 PW: Grapevine 
We hope to see you then! 


There is always a lot going on at the 
Grapevine and La Viña, here are a few links:


• Have you visited the GV Podcast half hour 
shows? Check it out here aagrapevine.org/
podcast You can listen to all of the archived 
podcasts there. They are not just fun but 
informative too! 


• You can find us on YouTube too 
www.youtube.com/c/AAGrapevine - Grapevine 
and LaViña want to see your Pictures of a happy, 
joyous and free sober life on Instagram 
@alcoholicsanonymous_gv and 
@alcoholicosanonimos_lv 


Important Updates from the Grapevine/La 
Viña:


• There is a vacancy for Non-Trustee Director of 
the A.A.Grapevine Board in 2023. The AA 
Grapevine Corporate Board is actively seeking 
candidates to fill a vacancy for the position of 
non-trustee Director at the General Service 
Conference in April 2023. If you are interested 
you can find all of the information at 
aagrapevine.org


• GV and LV are working on a new APP and are 
asking for your help. The app will be a hand-
held control center for all things Grapevine and 
La Viña. They are hoping you will join me in 
letting them know what we would like to see in 
it. You can find more information in the GV 
Newsletter.


They really are looking to have everything right 
there in the app. Please, Email them at 
social@aagrapevine.org put “App Ideas” in the 
subject line with your ideas and comments. 


Check out the flier on the next page to see the 
full scope of what they are creating!

mailto:grapevine@aahmbny.org
http://aagrapevine.org/podcast
http://aagrapevine.org/podcast
http://www.youtube.com/c/AAGrapevine
http://aagrapevine.org
mailto:social@aagrapevine.org
http://aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message
http://aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message
http://aagrapevine.org/gvr
http://aagrapevine.org/contribute
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Literature Report

Monthly Meeting: Our joint Literature/GrapeVine 
Committee meeting is on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month, please join us! Click here to join.


Meeting ID: 885 5335 7701 Passcode: GV/LIT


We are looking forward to seeing you all at 
NERAASA 2023. Stop by our table say hello, and 
pick up books and pamphlets….. always 
something interesting in our Literature.


We are partnering with Albany CDCO with a full 
array of Literature and Pamphlets at NERAASA, 
Feb. 23-26, 2023 - See YOU There!


We have relaunched the Literature homepage and 
hope you will take a look: https://aahmbny.org/
literature/


And of course, if you need any help or have any 
questions about literature, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to literature@aahmbny.org.


Are you a new “Trusted Servant”- DCM, GSR, 
Chairperson? Check this out: https://www.aa.org/
information-for-new-trusted-servants


In Service,


Allen V.


Area 48 Literature Chair

Interested in Cooperation with the 
Professional Community / Public 
Information (CPC/PI) Service?

Join the CPC/PI meeting on Thursday, 
February 23rd at 6:30pm!


Meeting ID: 868-4426-3923


Passcode: 080625

Bridging the Gap Report

Hi Everyone,

Bridging the Gap is starting to heat up with 
several referrals over the past month. We are 
having regular zoom meetings the first Thursday 
of each month, schedule permitting. All are 
welcome.

If you are a BTG District Chair and have not 
heard from me- it means I do not have your 
email. Please contact me by emailing me at 
BTG@aahmbny.org.

DEFINITION: “Bridging the Gap” is a commonly 
adopted name for committees around the 
country that provide a Temporary Contact 
Service, for alcoholics who have gotten sober in 
an environment of confinement and are being 
released. This service is performed in accordance 
with “Temporary Contact Guidelines.”

PURPOSE: The purpose of the “Bridging the 
Gap” committee is to establish and maintain a 
network of A.A. volunteers who will accept the 
responsibility of making initial contact with a 
person requesting an introduction to Alcoholics 
Anonymous when he or she leaves a facility of 
confinement or recovery. That facility may be a 
detox center, hospital, treatment center, jail, or 
prison. The A.A Volunteer will give that person 
an immediate introduction to local meetings in 
their area of residence.

Update: Please follow the process outlined on 
the Area 48 website https://aahmbny.org/btg. 
It’s easier to have the facility or member fill out 
the form directly on the website link. That 
completed form comes to me directly and I will 
work on getting that electronic form to the 
proper District. There is also a BTG information 
form with a QR code that automatically brings 
the person to the Area BTG website.

Grateful, Damian

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88553357701?pwd=dC92eW8wVnVvWjlLVHcwbHMzS01vdz09
https://aahmbny.org/literature/
https://aahmbny.org/literature/
mailto:literature@aahmbny.org
https://www.aa.org/information-for-new-trusted-servants
https://www.aa.org/information-for-new-trusted-servants
mailto:BTG@aahmbny.org
https://aahmbny.org/btg
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District 2 Report

More GSRs in District 2


District 2 has taken the theme of the levels of service from the 2022 convention very seriously as we 
review our role as the conduit of communication between the groups and the rest of the AA triangle. As 
the voice of the groups is most important, the role of the GSR is crucial for ensuring the group voice is 
heard. District 2 board members will attend meetings that are not represented and make a pitch about 
the importance of GSRs. Here are the talking points board members will be using:


“Hi, my name is ___________ and I am an alcoholic. I am here representing District 2 of the 
Northeastern New York (NENY) Area of AA. District 2 includes most of Rensselaer County and a small 
part of Albany County. The AA Fellowship would not function without its unique organizational 
Structure.


The most important part of the AA structure is the groups or membership


The voice of the group is delivered through the General Service Representative or GSR.


GSRs communicates to the district the group's conscience about such issues as the meeting guide 
and changes to AA literature and brochures. The GSR will also report back to the group about the 
activities of the district, Capital Region, Area 48, and AA World services. GSRs also get to vote at 
NENY Area Assemblies.


The time commitment for a GSR is one District Meeting a month, the second Thursday at St. Johns in 
Troy, 7 PM, and Area Assemblies which are twice a year. Both meetings are available through zoom.


Your group is not currently represented by a GSR


Your voice should be heard! Please consider electing a GSR. When you do elect a GSR please let the 
District know by contacting Elizabeth R, District 2 Records chair at district2records@aahmbny.org.


Thank you for your time.”


Piloting Hybrid District meetings


The January meeting was our first attempt at a hybrid District meeting, There were three board 
members who attended via zoom. We had problems with both the audio and video components, but 
we have been testing the hybrid model and expect better results in February and are hoping to be fully 
up and running in March.


Sober Super Bowl Party


Our Annual Super Bowl Sunday Party will be held February 12th at the Red Door – Christ Church United 
Methodist, 35 State St. Troy, NY 12180. Doors open 4:30. A speakers Meeting will be held downstairs at 
5 pm. Game and party following upstairs. $5.00 suggested Donation. Pizza, wings and beverages will 
be provided, but bring a dish to pass if you would like. *Flyer is available at the end of this newsletter!

mailto:district2records@aahmbny.org
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Alternate Treasurer 
Report

Happy New Year everyone!


The new 2023 Tri-fold Meeting Schedule 
Pamphlets are at the printer and will be mailed out 
to Area chairs and District committees this week!


Please throw out any old tri-fold pamphlets you 
may still have - the new 2023 pamphlets contain 
our new nenyaa.org website address and QR 
code.


The new version is now posted on the web under 
the menu item "About AA" and then "For the AA 
member". The online version may be 
downloaded and printed for free.


GSRs and District Committees - please request a 
supply of the 2023 Tri-fold Meeting Schedule 
Pamphlets from your DCM. In addition to placing 
them in your literature racks and baskets, please 
consider having your members distribute 
throughout your community, bringing them to 
doctor's offices, libraries, schools, churches, Town 
Halls etc. These pamphlets carry the message - 
that there is a solution - and they will help the still 
sick and suffering alcoholic find Alcoholics 
Anonymous in our Area.


On the next page of this newsletter is a Proposal 
detailing the changes needed to the service 
manual for the friendly amendment approved at 
the October 2022 assembly to provide the trifold 
pamphlet for free. We will vote on the Proposal at 
the May 2023 Assembly.


Love and service,


Kate O.


NENY A48 Alternate Treasurer


alttreasurer@aahmbny.org

Accessibility / Special 
Needs Committee


The purpose of the Accessibilities 
Committee is to determine resources & 
recommend activities that will help carry 
the message of Alcoholics Anonymous to 
those with accessibility needs, both inside 
& outside the rooms of Alcoholics 
Anonymous.


Accessibility resources are available on the 
NENY website. Groups can use the 
Accessibility Checklist to make sure that their 
meetings and meeting spaces are accessible.


We also have a new Accessibility Trifold 
Pamphlet. This pamphlet can be downloaded 
and printed for free from our website at 
https://nenyaa.org/wp-content/uploads/
2022/11/NENY_Accessibility.pdf


Each district within the NENY area has an 
accessibility committee. If you know of an 
alcoholic with special needs, want more 
information, or wish to join our efforts you can 
contact your NENY Area 48 Accessibility Chair 
at accessibility@aahmbny.org.

NENY Area 48
Accessibilities

Committee

Who we are
What we can do
How we can help
How YOU can help

Important!
Accessibilities Checklist:www.aa.org/accessibilities-checklist-meetings-and-groups

Make sure your meeting details &accessibility information are up todate with Area Records.

Northeast New York
Area 48

www.nenyaa.orgaccessibilities@aahmbny.org

http://nenyaa.org
https://nenyaa.org/for-the-aa-member/
https://nenyaa.org/for-the-aa-member/
mailto:alttreasurer@aahmbny.org
https://nenyaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/NENY_Accessibility.pdf
https://nenyaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/NENY_Accessibility.pdf
mailto:accessibility@aahmbny.org
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Tri-Fold Meeting Schedule Pamphlets – Additional Service Manual Changes 

This proposal is to make additional changes to the Area 48 Service Manual as a result of the friendly amendment 
approved at the October 2022 Assembly to “Provide the Pamphlets for Free to Area Committees and DCMs” 

Additional changes are: 

 Eliminate Alternate Treasurer PO Box and Bank Account –No longer needed.  The printer invoice for the pamphlets 
will be paid from the main Area 48 checking account by the Treasurer, per budgeted amounts and upon approval 
from the Alternate Treasurer (who is responsible for the printer order and delivery) 

 Eliminate Printer Bidding – No longer needed.  Annual printing costs are relatively low (under $3K). Expenditures 
would be controlled by the Annual Budget and approved by the Assembly each year (similar to how we currently 
handle newsletter printing). 

 Major Tri-fold Pamphlet Format Changes – Because the pamphlets are being used more heavily for outreach (CPC, 
PI, Treatment, Corrections, etc.), we propose that any major format change be approved by the Assembly. 

Specific Service Manual Changes, with deletions in red strikethrough: 

Section 3.6 Alternate Treasurer 
Order and distribute the Tri-Fold pamphlets for free to Area and District Committees. 
- Maintains checking account and post office box for meeting schedule orders.  
- Coordinates with the Registrar/Alternate Secretary for bidding printing contract every 3 years  
- Reports to Finance Committee on checking account, returns extra schedule seed money, and any monies over the $500 prudent 
reserve for schedules.  
 
Financial:  
In addition to submitting expense reports on time as described in the Allocations section of this manual, the Alternate Treasurer 
should follow these guidelines when ordering the Area Meeting Schedules Tri-fold Pamphlets, unless otherwise explicitly authorized 
by the Area Assembly:  
- All persons on the bank account should have three or more years of continuous sobriety  
- 3-4 signers on the account  
− 2 signatures required on all checks  
− a copy of the bank statement be provided to the Area Chairperson monthly  
- Quarterly financial reporting to Finance Committee  
 
When reporting to the Finance Committee on the meeting schedules, the Alternate Treasurer must recuse themselves from their 
role as Chair of the Finance Committee, that position being assumed by the Area Treasurer for this purpose.  
 
Closure or transfer of all accounts to new Alternate Treasurer within 30 days of rotation. If the account cannot be closed within 30 
days, then this needs to be disclosed to the Area Chair, Area Treasurer and Finance Committee, as soon as this is known.  
 
Any misappropriation of monies needs to be reported immediately to the Area Chair, Area Treasurer, Finance Committee, and new 
Alternate Treasurer (if applicable).  
 
Section 4.6 Finance  
- The Finance Committee shall audit the Meeting Schedule checking account maintained by the Alternate Treasurer annually.  
 
Section 10.0 Tri-Fold Pamphlet Publication and Format 
Any major changes to the format of the Area Tri-fold Pamphlet will be determined by a consensus of the District Committee 
Members and District Records Keepers and will not require approval of the Area Assembly. 
The specifications will be sent to printing companies for competitive bidding on a three-year performance-based contract. The bids 
will be tabulated by the Alternate Treasurer and a printing company chosen based on the lowest responsible bidder. Should there be 
two or more apparently equal bids, the Finance Committee shall be responsible for choosing the printing company. 
Submitted by Kate O (Alt Treas), Sue W (Registrar), Kevin HB (Past DCM), Norm L (Treatment), Howard W (Public Info) 
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 Position Total  Expense 
Allocation 

 NERAASA 
Albany NY
Feb 2023 

 NERF
Boston, MA
June 2023 

 NYSIW
Area 50

Aug 2023 

 NENY 
Convention

Western Cluster
Nov 2023 

Area Officer Allocations:
Area Delegate 5,000$                 5,000$                 Event costs are included in allocation
Area Chairperson 4,000$                 4,000$                 Event costs are included in allocation
Alternate Area Chairperson 2,100$                 600$                    450$                    550$                    -$                     500$                    
Secretary 1,900$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    -$                     500$                    
Treasurer 2,600$                 1,100$                 450$                    550$                    -$                     500$                    
Registrar/Alt. Secretary 2,200$                 700$                    450$                    550$                    -$                     500$                    
Alt Treasurer/Finance Chair 1,900$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    -$                     500$                    
Alternate Registrar 300$                    300$                    -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     

Committee Chair Allocations:
Accessibilities Committee Chair 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Archivist 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Bridging-the-Gap (BTG) Committee Chair 2,500$                 500$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Cooperation w/Professional Comm. (CPC) Committee Chair 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Corrections Committee Chair 2,500$                 500$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Grapevine Chair 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Inclusivity Chair 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Literature Chair 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Newsletter Editor 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Public Information (PI) Committee Chair 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Technology Committee Chair 2,400$                 400$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    
Treatment Committee Chair 2,500$                 500$                    450$                    550$                    500$                    500$                    

Other Position Allocations:
Finance Committee Past DCM 400$                    400$                    -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     
Finance Committee Past Delegate 400$                    400$                    -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     
NENY Convention Chair 300$                    300$                    -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     
Travel expenses to Area Events (see note c) 750$                    750$                    -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     

Sub-Totals (A) 50,950$               19,450$               7,650$                 9,350$                 6,000$                 8,500$                 

(B) Other Expenses: Proposed 2023
GSO Conference Contribution 3,000$                 Contribution is $1800 plus donation of $1200
Area Events:

Area Inventory Day (even years) -$                     
Day of Sharing/Delegates Day 750$                    
Area Assemblies (2 even years, 3 on odd years) 2,250$                 
Fellowship Days (2) 1,500$                 
Joy of Service Day 750$                    

Orientation Day 750$                    

Newsletter Postage 2,100$                 

Newsletter Printing 1,600$                 

Archive Storage Fees 1,100$                 

Literature:

NENY Service Manual Updates 200$                    

Service Literature for Area Officers/Committees 1,000$                 

Bridging the Gap Workbooks 225$                    

NENY Area 48 2023 Final Approved Budget

(A) Expenses:

Amounts allocated are the maximum  allowable expenditures for each category.  Actual expenditures must be reported in writing and documented with receipts. Reports are due 
by April 15th, July 15th, October 15th and December 15th. The Finance Committee must review all reports past due before any payments are made. Allocated monies are disbursed 
when requested, and only when an accounting of the previous allocation has been made. Eligible expenses include mileage at $0.45 per mile, tolls, postage, supplies, telephone, 
printing, copies and other. Receipts and mileage details are required.

The funded amount for various events is based on hotel costs, registration costs, tolls and mileage to the year's event and estimated costs to the 2023 event. It is hoped that this 
method will help bring the budget closer to the actual expenses and give all those who want to serve the NENY Area an equal opportunity. Allocations are for the specific event only 
and cannot be utilized for another event. There will be no reimbursement for hotel costs if the participant lives within a 25 mile radius of the event.  This will not apply if special 
accommodations are required.  As always, those funded are asked to share expenses whenever possible. 

Allocations to clusters for Area functions will be $750.  Amount allocated should be sufficient to 
cover event costs– if clusters need assistance staying within budget, they should contact the 
Alternate Area Chair and/or seek guidance from experienced members. The reimbursement of 
expenses exceeding the allocated amount will be considered by the Finance Committee if 
requested. Any 7th Tradition contributions collected in excess of the expenses shall be 
returned to the Area. There are two Area Assemblies in even-numbered years (May and 
October). There are three Area Assemblies in odd-number years including the Area Election 
Assembly held in September.

Estimated for 10 workbooks per year

Area Chair responsible for this budget line.

For printing of manuals and distribution to Area members (also on the website)

NENY 2023 Approved Budget 20221116.xlsx Page 1 of 2
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NENY A48 Tri-fold Pamphlets (printing and postage) 2,688$                 

Seed Money:

NENY Convention 2024 (Seed Money) 2,000$                 
Other Event Allocations:

5th Tradition Workshops (2) 500$                    

Area funded Scholarships 2,500$                 

Administrative Expenses:

Mail Box Service 500$                    

Insurance Costs 700$                    

Computer Maintenance 400$                    

Computer Purchase 1,500$                 

Airtable Software 1,440$                 

JotForm Software 250$                    

Winhost 95$                      

Siteground (Website hosting, Wordpress) 1,008$                 

Malware detection & Domain ID Protection 120$                    

Virtual online meeting software (e.g. Zoom) 300$                    

Tax Preparation 1,100$                 Includes $50 annual NYS filing fee for non-profit status.

Bank Fees 200$                    Check printing, bounced check fees, etc.

PayPal Fees 100$                    Service fees

Prior Year Expenses 500$                    
Sub-Total (B) 31,126$                 

Total Expenses (A+B): 82,076$                

Income:
NENY 2022 Convention (Seed Money Return in 2023) 2,000$                 

Projected Group Contributions 55,076$               

Estimated Checkbook Carryover on 1/1/23 25,000$               

Total Income Needed: 82,076$               

Prudent Reserve 7,000$                 

Mileage Rate 0.45$                   Increase from $0.35 to $0.45 per mile approved at October 2022 Assembly.

c. Reimbursement for travel expenses to Area Events for AA members asked by the Area Chair or Delegate to take on a role at an Area event, but who are not eligible for 
reimbursement through other AA means. (Approved at May 2020 Assembly).

Approved at October 2022 Assembly

To facilitate online meetings for the Area.

b. 50% Contribution to GSO of any Surplus Funds over $20,000 upon year end numbers (Approved Oct 2019 Assembly)

Communications between AirTable  and Wordpress.  2 year contract (paid thru 2022)

Misc. Siteground charges

Misc Information:

a. Additional items may be funded at the discretion of the NENY Finance Committee.

2024 NENY Convention Host Committee

For two workshops (old corrections connection)

Budgeted amount is contingency for replacement of 1 PC.  Area computers maintained for 
Registrar, Alt Registrar, Treasurer, Alt Treasurer, Secretary, Webmaster positions.
Database used by Area and District Registrars for managing group updates.
Data collection software (Convention registration, expense submission, group/meeting 
updates)

Notes: 

For scholarships that may be awarded by lottery in each of 5 clusters @ $500 a piece (App'd 
10/2019 Assembly)

General liability policy, events, storage unit. 

idrive backup software, malware, misc RAM purchases, QB upgrades

3 years prepaid (1 year paid in 2022)

NENY 2023 Approved Budget 20221116.xlsx Page 2 of 2
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NENY Area 48
Monthly Treasury Report

November 2022 - Approved

Beginning Balance $38,075.14

Income
     Area Contributions

     Group $2,806.00
     Total Income $2,806.00

Expense
Secretary Allocation $20.70
Registrar Allocation $137.70
Alt. Treasurer Allocation $150.40
Inclusivity Chair Allocation $19.93
Literature Chair Allocation $27.00
PI Chair Allocation $286.10
October Voting Assembly $433.94
NENY Convention $3,794.68
National Corrections Conference $808.60
Newsletter Postage $42.12
Newsletter Printing $159.76
Archive Storage Fees $80.00
JotForm $26.46
AirTable $120.05
Zoom $50.00
PayPal Fees $8.74
     Total Expenses $6,166.18

Net Income (-$3,360.18)

Beginning Balance $38,075.14
Ending Balance $34,714.96

Prudent Reserve -$7,000.00
Available Funds $27,714.96

Prepared by Linda A.
treasurer@aahmbny.org

1

NENY Area 48
Monthly Treasury Report

December 2022 - Approved

Beginning Balance $34,714.96

Income
     Area Contributions

     Group $3,293.59
Seed Money Returned
     Mtg. Schedule Acct. Closed $470.00
Advances Returned
     Unused Advance - Delegate $5.73
     Unused Advance - Chair $385.30
     Total Income $4,154.62

Expense
Alt. Treasurer Allocation $25.68
Treasurer Allocation $348.71
Grapevine Allocation $85.08
Literature Chair Allocation $126.68
NENY Convention $483.51
Newsletter Postage $85.32
Newsletter Printing $318.41
Archive Storage Fees $80.00
JotForm $26.46
AirTable $120.00
Mailbox Service $45.60
PayPal Fees $14.91
     Total Expenses $1,760.36

Net Income $2,394.26

Beginning Balance $34,714.96
Ending Balance $37,109.22

Prudent Reserve -$7,000.00
Available Funds $30,109.22

Prepared by Linda A.
treasurer@aahmbny.org

1

Box 4-5-9, Winter 2022 3

cost [of producing and selling literature] has increased 
from 40 percent of total sales to 50 percent over the 
last year or so.”

The importance of self-support stories
The Self-Support Subcommittee is working to increase 
awareness of the crucial role that Seventh Tradition con-
tributions to the General Service Board play in funding 
services. They are updating the Seventh Tradition Fact 
Sheet, available at www.aa.org, a service piece that pro-
vides examples of the many ways member contributions 
help members to carry the A.A. message. The fact sheet, 
according to Clint, now will include “real-life examples 
where general service staff people have performed tasks 
or done work over a period of time which shows the use 
of those contribution dollars” in a very concrete way. 

For example, Eileen A., Corrections coordinator at 
GSO and secretary of the Self-Support Subcommittee, 
says that “when a person in custody writes to the office, 
thanks to contributions from A.A. members throughout 
the United States and Canada, we are able to enclose 
a small sample of complimentary A.A. literature. It is 
wonderful to see the hand of A.A. reaching to anyone, 
anywhere. This has been true especially during the 
pandemic when correctional facilities were shut down 
to visitors. Often these members could not get help oth-
erwise, and we get letters saying, ‘thank you’ every day.”

The emergence of the “digital basket”
John W., a member of the subcommittee, says we are 
collecting information from the Fellowship on so-called 
digital baskets — Seventh Tradition contributions col-
lected by groups via apps 
like PayPal and Venmo. 
Digital baskets came into 
wider use during the pan-
demic, when many groups 
were meet ing v i r tual-
ly. “The idea is to provide 
shared exper ience and 
guidance on what we’ve 
learned about this method 
of contributing,” he says.

To this end, the sub-
committee, via GSO staff, 
h as  col lec ted  sh a red 
experience from a survey 
of groups that use dig-
ital baskets. Eighty-eight 
groups responded to the 
s u r ve y,  i nc lud i n g  22 
who received the survey 

through OIAA (Online Intergroup of A.A.). Overall, 
respondents noted that digital contributions made the 
group treasurer’s job easier — they did not have to 
handle cash and could transfer money directly to the 
group’s bank account. Members reported they could 
stop worrying about bringing cash with them to meet-
ings and also could set up monthly contributions. The 
survey found there are technical challenges involved 
with apps like Zelle, Venmo, and PayPal. And some 
groups that meet in person feel that passing an actual 
basket inspires group unity in a way that digital contri-
butions do not. However, groups for the most part saw 
virtual baskets as a way to facilitate their ability to help 
carry the A.A. message to suffering alcoholics. 

“Reminding people of everything we do”
Method of contributing aside, John W. points out that it 
was through contributions that the Fellowship was able 
to build up the prudent reserve it drew down on during 
the first year of the pandemic. “The demands that were 
put on the General Service Office and on the financial 
health of the organization were enormous,” he says. 
“We could have been eligible to take federal money from 
the Paycheck Protection Act at the time, but that was 
outside money, so we didn’t pursue it. Now, needing to 
build that reserve back up, it seems a good time to talk 
about how we were able to survive the pandemic really 
because of people putting money in the basket that goes 
around the room or that’s posted in an online group.”

Paul Konigstein agrees. “The best thing we can do 
in terms of self-support is to keep reminding members 
of everything we do. And rely on the service struc-

•  powerful interviews with AA members on getting sober, 
meetings, service, Steps, sponsorship and more!

•  current information about AA and AA Grapevine
•  jokes, fun AA banter and surprise guests!

Each week, longtime AA members Don and Sam will 
interview sober alcoholics, writers of current Grapevine 
stories, general service reps and more about their 
experience, strength and hope in a casual “meeting 
after the meeting” manner. A new episode will be 
available in English each Monday at 9:00 a.m. EST.

To order this item or any other product from our collection, visit us at www.aagrapevine.org
and click on store or call (800) 631-6025 US/Canada (847) 559-7237 International 

or fax us at (847) 564-9453.

To listen to new or past episodes, visit: 
www.aagrapevine.org/podcast 
(or wherever you get your podcasts)

Follow us on Instagram!
@alcoholicsanonymous_gv
•  See the new magazine issues 

on release
•  Learn about new and existing 

Grapevine books
•  See clips from our YouTube Channel
•  Get inspiration from our cofounders 

and more!

Listen to Grapevine’s New Weekly

PODCAST!
AA Grapevine’s half-hour variety podcast features…

http://www.aagrapevine.org/podcast
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NENY Area 48 
Year-End Treasury Report

Jan-Dec 2022 - Approved

Beginning Balance $47,580.11

Income
Area Contributions 39,336.71
Seed Money Returned 470.00
Advances Returned 300.14
Insurance Premium Refund 606.24

Total Income $40,713.09

Expense
Delegate 4,994.27
Chairperson 1,614.70
Alt. Chair 260.33
Secretary 20.70
Registrar 174.80
Treasurer 997.26
Alternate Treasurer 224.05
Corrections 434.76
CPC 49.68
Grapevine 110.28
Inclusivity 83.52
Literature 153.68
Newsletter Editor 66.81
Public Information 392.85
Technology Chair 132.75
Finance Comm. Past Delegate 48.12
Travel Expense to Area Events 91.00
NERAASA 2,077.47
NENY Convention 4,278.19
NAATW 1,325.98
National Corrections Convention 808.60
Area Assemblies 829.93
Fellowship Days 477.68
Joy of Service Day 146.55
Archive Storage Fees 960.00
GSO - Conference Contribution 3,000.00
GSO - Year End Distribution 10,290.06
NENY Convention Seed Money (2022 & 2023) 4,000.00
Grapevine Inventory Seed Money 800.00
AAWS Literature Inventory Seed Money 800.00
Insurance 645.00
Mail Box Service 375.82
Newsletter Postage 553.10
Newsletter Printing 1,280.90
Tri-Fold Pamphlet Costs 2,335.00
Prior Year Expenses 109.68
Tax Preparation & Services 959.00
Bank Fees 210.73
PayPal Contribution Fees 175.18
Checkbook Adjustment 295.00
NENY Convention Allocation Advance 474.60
Hybrid Event Technology 1,491.96
Zoom 199.90
JotForm 170.68
IDrive 99.50
AirTable 1,434.22
SiteGround 699.74
Malware 29.95

Total Expense $51,183.98

Net Income -$10,470.89

Balance $37,109.22
Prudent Reserve -$7,000.00

Available Funds $30,109.22

Prepared by:  Linda A.
treasurer@aahmbny.org

Prepared by Pat C. 
treasurer@aahmbny.org

From Box 4-5-9:


David S. Joins Grapevine Board as 
Nontrustee Director


“The Grapevine is a fantastic innovator, and I am 
keen to be a part of the next innovations,” says 
David S., who joined the AA Grapevine board in 
2022 as a new non- trustee director…


… [David] learned of the opening for a new 
nontrustee director at Grapevine at NERAASA (the 
Northeast Regional A.A. Service Assembly) where 
two current board members spoke. David recalls: 
“The current Area 48 delegate, Tammie E., said: ‘Put 
yourself out there, let go of the results, because if 
you don’t put yourself out there nothing is going to 
happen.’”


His career focus is now paying off in his new role 
with Grapevine. In addition to his experience as 
Treasurer for Manhattan County and the literature 
chair for Area 48, David says, “My real appeal is my 
media experience launching brands across multiple 
platforms,” including guiding media companies 
from print to digital and beyond. “And I have a soft 
spot for small format magazines.”…


…David hopes his experience and dedication to 
the Fellowship helps to advance the publication 
that has served as “the collective voices of A.A.”


“I am looking forward to bringing the message and 
the voice of the Grapevine to the Fellowship in as 
many ways as we can and still be able to support 
ourselves,” he says. “We have a lot of great content, 
and it will be nice to figure out how to bring that all 
together — the books, the website, the archive, and 
podcast.


Read the full article in the Winter 2022 edition of 
Box 4-5-9!

https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/F-36_Box_4-5-9_Winter_2022_0.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/F-36_Box_4-5-9_Winter_2022_0.pdf
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This Month in AA History….

1945 - A war time paper shortage meant printing a smaller version of “The Big Book”

The first edition of the book Alcoholics Anonymous was 
published in April 1939 at $3.50 a copy - $74 a copy 
in 2023. Bill W. asked the printer to use the thickest 

paper possible to reassure alcoholics that they were getting 
their money’s worth. [AA Comes of Age, p. 170]


But during World War II, in an effort to conserve paper, the 
U.S. government put regulations in place limiting the size 
and weight of books.


From the current edition of Box 4-5-9:


“The Big Book in a Time of War


The new jacketless cover isn’t the only example of the 
Big Book adapting to supply challenges. A similar 
situation happened during the closing days of World War II when 
paper was in short supply and the U.S. government placed restrictions on the size and weight of 
books — not good news for a book nicknamed “the Big Book.”


According to GSO Archivist Michelle Mirza [nonalcoholic]: “Bobbie B., secretary of the Alcoholic Foundation 
[the forerunner to the General Service Board] reached out to the War Production Board in D.C. several times, 
pleading for permission to continue to print more copies of the book by exceeding A.A.’s wartime allotment 
of five tons of paper.” Ultimately, what became the eighth printing of the Big Book, known as the “wartime 
edition,” featured reductions in paper weight as well as the book’s trim size, changes that kept the book 
in production at a critical time.


After the war, the Big Book got bigger again, but Bobbie had performed 
an important service to suffering alcoholics, especially those in uniform.”


Other events in AA literature history in February…


1939: 400 copies of the Big Book manuscript were sent to doctors, judges, 
psychiatrists, and others for comment.


1951: A Fortune magazine article (“AA: A uniquely American 
Phenomenon.”) was published in pamphlet form


1959: AA granted "Recording for the Blind" permission to tape 
the Big Book


1981: 1st issue of "Markings," AA Archives Newsletter, was 
published, "to give the Fellowship a sense of its own past and 
the opportunity to study it.”

https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/F-36_Box_4-5-9_Winter_2022_0.pdf
https://silkworth.net/alcoholics-anonymous/a-a-a-uniquely-american-phenomenon-a-fortune-february-1951/
https://www.aa.org/markings-newsletter
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 Online District Roundtable 
 Monthly on the Third Sunday 

 8:00 PM Eastern & 5:00 PM Pacific 

 Purpose 
 This is an informal meeting to share ESH with the only other online District 
 in North America!  Anyone can attend! 

 Meeting Info 
 Join Zoom Meeting 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82660463055?pwd=dmxLcWpaYjR5MWQ4dEtYeXI2UVhidz09 

 Meeting ID: 826 6046 3055 
 Passcode: remoteD 

 One tap mobile 

 +16465588656  ,,82660463055# US (New York) 

 +13126266799  ,,82660463055# US (Chicago) 

 Find your local number:  https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbz6vgHbyA 

 Organizer: Cathy P -  district20dcm@aahmbny.org 

(Delegates Day of  Sharing) 
Hosted by the Central Cluster (Districts 4, 8 and 14) Area 48 

 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

2 Walling Avenue 
Oneonta, New York  13820 

 
And on Zoom 

  837 3818 4056  Sharing 
 

For further information contact 
althmbchair@aahmbny.org 

Zoom ID: 291 297 7780 Passcode: 011023
Questions? OnlineDistrict20@aahmbny.org

All are welcome & encouraged to attend! 
Last Tuesday of every month @ 7pm

Join us for the monthly VIRTUAL
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AREA 48 NENY

VIRTUAL CORRECTIONS SERVICE WORKSHOP:

Carrying The Message Behind the Walls

February 3rd, 2023 at 7pm

TOPICS:

● How corrections service can enhance your sobriety

● How you can help incarcerated individuals achieve sobriety and prepare for sober lives

on the outside

SPEAKERS: AA members with decades of corrections service experience and insights

HOW TO ATTEND:

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86712133948?pwd=Nk1DUDhINXlGejNhVEtCaTR3WUlCUT09
Meeting ID: 867 1213 3948
Passcode: A48Correct

We hope to inspire A.A. members everywhere to get involved in this important and rewarding service.

Interested in corrections service? Contact your local District Corrections Chair or email

corrections@aahmbny.org for more information.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86712133948?pwd=Nk1DUDhINXlGejNhVEtCaTR3WUlCUT09#success
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Get in your PJs, your 
fluffy slippers, and    
cozy blanket, have  
your  popcorn ready,   
and enjoy a bedtime  
story! 

VIRTUAL MONTHLY GRAPEVINE 
READING & DISCUSSION 

Tuesdays 
(second Tues. of each 

month)

7:00-8:00pm 

(eastern) 

ZOOM ID: 834 1851 2300 | PASSCODE: Grapevine 

Click Here to Join the Meeting!

Please do not post to general public Contact:  

grapevine@aahmbny.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83418512300?pwd=QzFHWSs0bnhzRUdBa0pCZjNHT3VDUT09#success
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YOU ARE INVITED TO CONNECT WITH YOUR
AREA 48 PANEL 72 DELEGATE - TAMMIE E.
● GET THE LATEST AND GREATEST NEWS AS IT COMES HOT OFF THE PRESS

FROM GSO
● ASK QUESTIONS
● LEARN MORE ABOUT GENERAL SERVICE
● SHARE YOUR CONSCIENCE - INDIVIDUAL, GROUP OR DISTRICT ON WHAT’S

HAPPENING WITHIN THE FELLOWSHIP

THE LAST MONDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:00 PM*

*Some dates may be affected by conferences and holidays.
Those date changes will be announced in advance.

Join Virtual Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82415075353?pwd=OWFrbjNpTFgrZVZPcUk5WHZ2L1lQdz09

Meeting ID: 824 1507 5353
Passcode: Service
Dial by your location

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

This will be an informal chat session with individual participation encouraged

When logging in, please identify yourself by first name, last initial, and fellowship
affiliation (service position, district, and/or home group)

You are also welcome at any time to contact me at:
panel72delegate@aahmbny.org

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82415075353?pwd=OWFrbjNpTFgrZVZPcUk5WHZ2L1lQdz09#success
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www.aaseny.org/2023-seny-convention

A.A.'S
THREE
LEGACIES
Our Common Solution

20235 5 T H  S E N Y  C O N V E N T I O N

March 24-26, 2023

Hybrid
Hybrid
HybridOption

Option
OptionAvailable

Available
Available

Hosted by:
Sponsored by

PI & CPC Working Group and 
Grapevine & La Viña Working Group

SERVICE 2.0
SOBRIETY THROUGH
SERVICE ONLINE

Saturday, 11th February 2023 1 1/2 HOUR WORKSHOP

Zoom Meeting ID: 823 8906 0036
Passcode: service

Our primary purpose is to help other
alcoholics to achieve sobriety.
Service plays an integral role in our
program of recovery. This workshop
explores ways to be of service in the
virtual world. Learn from presenters
with experience in carrying the
message of A.A. online.

Pacific 11:00 AM
Eastern 2:00 PM
G.B. 7:00 PM

How to help the still
suffering alcoholic

Service in the
virtual world

Online 
Workshop

Join Meeting:

Zoom Link

Collaboration
across committees

With Al-Anon Participation

https://www.aaseny.org/2023-seny-convention
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Weekend Events Include
(Program begins at 4pm Friday)

Meetings • Speakers • Service Displays
A.A. Play • Hospitality Suite • Al-Anon Meetings

Saturday Night Events
Keynote Speaker • Meetings • Ice Cream Social • Dance

For Online Registration, Room Booking and Convention Information
Go to: aavt.org

Or e-mail: area70convention@aavt.org

-------------- Convention Registration Now Available Online --------------
Complete Both Sides Or Register Online at aavt.org

Mail to: Area 70 Convention, PO Box 382, Arlington, VT  05250

Registrant’s Name:
Address:

Phone:
E-mail:
Preferred Name & Town for Badge:

Mail-in registrations must be received by April 15, 2023

Walk-in registrations are always welcome
For walk-in registrations – CASH ONLY

http://www.aavt.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1


Area 48 Check 
In Rap Session, 
6:30pm

2


BTG 
Committee, 
6:30pm

3


Corrections 
Workshop - 
Carrying the 
Message 
behind the 
Walls, 7pm

4

5


GSR Forum, 
7pm

6 7


Treatment 
Committee, 
6pm

8 9


Inclusivity 
Committee, 
6pm

10 11


Service 2.0 
Workshop 
2pm EST

12


Accessibilities 
Committee, 2pm

Meeting ID:

459 479 4411

Password: 
731508

13 14


Grapevine 
Story Hour, 
7pm

15


Corrections 
Committee, 
6pm

16 17 18

19


DCM 
Conference, 
6pm

20 21


Technology 
Committee, 
6pm

22


GV/Literature 
Committee, 
6:30pm

23


NERAASA!


PI / CPC 
Committee, 
6:30pm

24


NERAASA!

25


NERAASA!

26


NERAASA!

28


The 
Delegate 
Connection, 
7pm

NENY Meetings Calendar - February 

Find more events at nenyaa.org/a-a-area-48-hmb-hudson-mohawk-berkshire

https://nenyaa.org/a-a-area-48-hmb-hudson-mohawk-berkshire/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/349408103?pwd=NVdrcit3TzBuTzRuSDBnVFpwR
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86169638196?pwd=NXk1cWkvby93ZzEyRzVuZVNwdVY3dz09%20(map)
https://nenyaa.org/corrections-workshop-feb-3rd/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87001681934?pwd=R1h0R09IeFJwSGdpWFZreC9wY21idz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81221538564
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82256877420?pwd=SjFjeVgxYVlrdlNSK2w4akVsM0NjZz09
https://nenyaa.org/service-2-0-workshop-feb-11th/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83418512300?pwd=QzFHWSs0bnhzRUdBa0pCZjNHT3VDUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86712133948?pwd=Nk1DUDhINXlGejNhVEtCaTR3WUlCUT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95273021180?pwd=amdUTmJjWi9HdnZvNCtIcC9iWlVyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82952295872?pwd=U0FvN0p6dXRpdFFmK3ZtWHA2ZGttZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88553357701?pwd=dC92eW8wVnVvWjlLVHcwbHMzS01vdz09
http://www.neraasa.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86871773923?pwd=MnFhWnYrRTRCTmpEZmlsR
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82415075353?pwd=OWFrbjNpTFgrZVZPcUk5WHZ2L1lQdz09


PURPOSE The purpose of NERAASA is for GSRs, DCMs, Area Committee Members,
& Intergroup / Central Office Representatives of the Northeast Region to
discuss General Service Conference-related issues & concerns affecting
AA as a whole, as well as pertinent aspects of recovery, unity,
& service common to the Areas of the Northeast Region.

Hotel Rooms: $139/night + tax (use code NER for group rate)
Book rooms directly through The Desmond Hotel / Crowne Plaza
518-869-8100 | www.neraasa.org/register

ROUNDTABLES Area Chairpersons • Archives • Accessibilities • Corrections • Cooperation
with the Professional Community (CPC) • Delegates / Alternates • DCMs / DCMCs /
Alternates • Grapevine / La Viña • GSRs / Alternates • Intergroups / Central Offices •
Literature • Newsletters • Public Information (PI) • Registrars • Secretaries • Technology •
Treasurers • Treatment & Bridging the Gap (BTG) • Young People in AA (YPAA)

The Desmond Hotel
660 Albany-Shaker Rd
Albany, NY 12211
Registration Deadline:
February 15, 2023

Questions? info@neraasa.org | Information: neraasa.org 

Northeast Regional AA Service Assembly 

The Desmond is sold out! Scan the QR code or 

visit www.neraasa.org for info on overflow hotels.

http://www.neraasa.org/register
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org
http://www.neraasa.org


 Name

 Name on Badge

 Address

 City, State, Zip

 Email

 Phone #

√  Please check all that apply        

 I would like to be a panel moderator or timer.

 I would like to participate in a panel discussion.

 I have attended NERAASA before.

 I have been a NERAASA presenter before.

 I am interested in a volunteer opportunity.

 Service

GSR / Alternate GSR

DCM / Alternate DCM

DCMC / Alternate DCMC

District Committee

Central Office / Intergroup

Event & Meal Registration

NERAASA Registration $30

Friday Dinner (Taste of Italy)* $37.20

Saturday Breakfast Buffet* $27.60

Delegate's Lunch*
(Current, Alt, & Past Delegates only) $30

Saturday Night Banquet* $49.20

Angus Sirloin Meatloaf 

Chicken Française 

Salmon Piccata 

Oven Roasted Vegetable Strudel [V]

Sunday Breakfast Buffet* $27.60

Total Enclosed 

Accessibility Information

 I have accessibility needs (please specify):

Translation requested: ASL     Spanish 

Which roundtable do you plan to attend? 

Past Delegates 

Area #

Panel #

Conference
Committee

Interested in moderating a roundtable discussion?
Yes    No 

How would you like your NERAASA documents? 

 Electronic Only (email or QR code)

 Printed

Position

Area Committee

Area Officer

Delegate / Alternate

Other:

 Area #

 *I have special dietary needs (please specify):

Please note: Meal prices are fixed regardless of dietary needs

Make checks payable
to: NERAASA 2023

Mail to:
685 Watervliet-Shaker Rd

P.O. Box 573
Latham, NY 12110

Please use one form for each person registering
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