Area 48 Fellowship Day Minutes
Hosted by Districts 9 & 12
April 9, 2022 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM

At the beginning of the Meet and Greet Session there were already 17 participants. The Fellowship Day
was opened by our Area 48 Chairperson at 10:00 AM with the Serenity Prayer. Imnmediately followed up
with the Zoom Script statement. At 10:00 AM the Fellowship attendance jumped to 40 participants.

Cathy P. D17 DCM is the 2022 NENY Area Convention Chairperson will take place in Poughkeepsie, NY
from November 4 through November 6, 2022 nenyconvention@aahmbny.org. More details to follow.

GSR Forum website https://gsr.aahmbny.org. GSR Forum meetings https://aahmbny.org/are-48-
committee-monthly-meetings/ Every first Sunday at 7:00 PM Meeting: ID 870 0168 1934 Password: gsr.

Our Host the Western Cluster (D9 & D12) representatives Chrissy O and Brenda O. had introduced the
Service Panelists on Traditions 2.

The Second Tradition first panelist Libby had stated that the short form is longer than the long form of
the Tradition 2. Also, presented the idea that our AA Co-founder Bill W was going to sell the rights to AA
program. But Bill W was talked out of selling the rights to the AA program by the early membership.

The second panelist was Deb D. she presented Tradition 2 with a talk about the concept of the necessity
of following the spirit of rotation. Without following the spirit of rotation one can get attached to a
position or office. Rotation presents the opportunity of members to grow in the fellowship. We are
there for the person that will take over.

The third panelist Jeannie S. talked about Tradition 2, she quoted from an article about Tradition 2 by
Bill W. in the January 1948 Grapevine Magazine. Jeannie also presented the following concepts: The
elder statesmen lead by example. Leadership is shared. It’s important to stay right sized.

The Service Panel on Tradition 2 presentations ended at 10:36 AM. Guy K. our Area 48 Chairperson
opened up the Question-and-Answer session of this service panel at 10:37 AM.

Cathy P. D20 DCM talked about the importance of the group conscience with D20 the virtual district.
Their District Conscience is looking into becoming part of the Western Cluster.

Kate M. commented that the service panelist did a good job researching the history behind the
traditions 2 and 4. Dave S. P52 past delegate commented on the importance of following tradition 2 and
4 for doing service.

Marcia N. D1 GV/LV talked about discussions at group conscience meetings can get heated because the
traditions weren’t followed thoroughly.

Tom C. A48 Corrections Chair — the group in his home group Keep It Simple Group in Herkimer talked
about the idea of changing the Preamble it got heated. The Group Conscience of the Keep It Simple
Group saved the day. The importance of following tradition 2.
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Keith D. P62 A48 Past Delegate — talked about the true meaning behind being a trusted servant.

Tom C. A48 introduced the Tradition 4 Panelists and opened up the service panel at 10:58 AM.

Tammie E. D9 — First Panelist on Tradition 4 — her home group is very small and automatous. She
followed the power of examples that proceeded her in service. It involved following tradition 4 closely.

Kate F. Alt DCM D20 talked about her resume in AA service starting with a district secretary. Talked
about the group conscience through applying the principles of Tradition 4. Also talked about the pitfalls
of taking on too many service commitments. Don’t use non-approved conference approved literature.
It's preferred to use conference approved literature to gain spirituality. It is up to the local group
conscience to decide the length of the rotation for the group chairperson.

Tom C. A48 Corrections Chairperson filled in as the third tradition 4 service panelist for about five
minutes. He shared about his 12 Steps and 12 Traditions group conscience meeting experiences that he
had through his participation.

A48 Chairperson opened up the service panel on tradition 4 for comments around 11:35 AM.

Theresa M. A48 D14 DCM commented about tradition 4 wasn’t created to be a veto over the other
traditions. Its best to follow the entire twelve traditions via the tradition’s checklist.

Deb D. commented about the conference approval processing for how literature becomes conference
approved.

Kevin H-B D16 Treasurer commented about the 24-Hour book as non-conference approved literature.
The group conscience has the right to be wrong.

Sharon C. A48 D7 GSR PPG Kingston had commented about the A48 being proud of its service and love
of the twelve traditions.

Dolores K. A48 Alt. Chairperson commented about the pitfalls of being a bleeding deacon. Also
commented on individual groups being automatous except when it effects AA as a whole.

Sally K. A48 Grapevine Representative commented about how to get more material on the twelve
traditions.

Dave S. P52 A48 Past Delegate had commented that individual groups have a right to be wrong.
Tradition 4 like other traditions does have some lead way as to how they should be followed.

Vo D4 DCM had commented about the possibility of there being a loose thread within the groups.

Chrissy O had commented on the importance of applying Tradition 4 using conference approved
literature.
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The Fellowship Day broke for lunch at 11:58 AM. The A48 Chair opened the Fellowship Day from lunch
break precisely at 12:30 PM. There were 36 participants at 12:30 PM.

Area 48 Officers and Committee Chairperson Reports:

The A48 Secretary’s Report: the motion to accept the minutes for the Delegates Day of Sharing on
March 19, 2022 as sent and read has passed. The reading of the of the March 19, 2022 meeting minutes
has been waived. These minutes were distributed to 1104 subscribers on Tuesday, April 5, 2022.

The A48 Treasury Report: The March 2022 Treasurer’s report has been posted to the A48 website at
https://aahmbny.org. The March 2022 Treasurer’s reports can be accessed through the April 2022
edition of the Area 48 Newsletter at https://www.aahmbny.org/hmb-newsletters/. The motion to waive
the reading of the March 2022 has passed unanimously. The January through March 2022 Income and
Expense Report can be viewed on our Area 48 website at https://aahmbny.org go to the Treasurer and
Finance Committee link under the Service Information drop list.

The A48 Delegate Report: Tammie E. commented that there won’t be any Delegates Connection
Meeting on Monday, April 25 she will be at the 2022 General Service Conference in NYC. Because, May
30, 2022 being the Memorial Day observance, instead the May 2022 Delegates Connection will be held
on the fourth Monday, May 23,2022 at 7:00 PM via Zoom under meeting ID: 824 1507 5353 and
password: Service. The Delegate Connection can be accessed at https://delegate.aahmbny.org. The last
day to submit your delegates 2022 questionnaires by mail or online was April 15, 2022. Thank you for
those members that had submitted their completed questionnaires.

The Alt. A48 Chair Report: Dolores K. - The May 14 Voting Assembly will be hybrid, it will be held
virtually on the Zoom platform with the physical location in Shokan, NY. The June 12 Joy of Service Day
will also be hybrid, it will be held virtually on Zoom and physically in Plattsburgh. The NYSIW (New York
State Information Workshop) will be virtual on July 29 and 30, 2022. For more information go to The A48
DCM/Functions Committee meeting was held every third Sunday at 6 PM via Zoom under meeting ID:
952 7302 1180 and Passcode: DCMfun. The last DCM Functions meeting was held on Sunday, April 10,
2022 instead of the April 17 which was Easter Sunday. The next DCM Conference meeting will be held
on Sunday, May 15, 2022. For further information for meeting log on and upcoming events please go to
https://aahmbny.org. There are different links listed for each upcoming NENY Area event under
Information and Announcements. For questions, please send an email to althmbchair@aahmbny.org.

The May 14, 2022 Voting Assembly poll 62% of participants said they would like to attend the assembly
in person in Shokan, NY. And 38% of the participants polled voted to prefer to attend the May 14 Voting
Assembly virtually.

A48 Accessibilities/Special Needs Committee Chairperson Report — Brenda O. had stated that the
Accessibilities committee would like to start dealing with Loaners International. Have you ever thought
about being a loaners international correspondent? Accessibility means more than just handicapped
people; it's sighted or unsigned hearing language barriers, babysitting needs or any host of needs those
folks might have. Do we bother to ask? Are we truly accessible to others or are we guarded? The
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Accessibilities committee are waiting on literature that's on backorder so they can do a presentation.
Accessibilities would also like to do a trifold pamphlet.

For more information regarding the activities of the Area 48 Accessibilities/Special Needs Committee
please go to https://aahmbny.org/accessibility/. If you know an alcoholic with special needs, want more
information, or wish to join our efforts you can contact our Area 48 Accessibilities Chairperson at
accessibility@aahmbny.org.

A48 Bridging the Gap (BTG) Committee Chairperson Report — Damian our A48 BTG Chair was unable to
make the A48 Fellowship Day, so he had emailed me a committee report on April 9, 2022 at 10:12 AM
EST. He wishes to inform members as to what is the function of the Bridging the Gap Committee and
state briefly how it works. This information can be obtained from the April 2022 Area 48 Newsletter at
https://aahmbny.org/hmb-newsletters/. The BTG committee requests that the districts continue to
recruit Bridging the Gap Committee Chairpersons. And, remind members of the BTG committee
meetings every first Thursday of the month at 6:30 PM EST via the Zoom platform under meeting ID: 861
6963 8196 and passcode: 741803. For questions or recruitment concerns send an email to
btg@aahmbny.org.

A48 Corrections Chairperson Report — Tom C. the NENY Area Corrections Committee Chair — had
presented the following Area 48 Corrections Report for the benefit of the April 9, 2022 NENY Area
Fellowship Day:

First, | would like to thank all of you, whether or not you are part of our effort to carry the message
behind the walls of prisons or County facilities. This would include all of the District Chairs who | have
had contact with personally, by phone, or through virtual platforms like Zoom. This commitment takes
all of us to make it happen. Many people in and out of Area 48 have been able to guide me in this
commitment.

A lot has been going on with Corrections in the short time that | have been here. With the pandemic
winding down, many of our county facilities have reopened to our AA volunteers and our district chairs
have given 110% to find people to fill those openings. Districts 1, 4, 5, 8,9, 10, 12, 13, 17, and 19 have all
been working through challenges to get the ball rolling, either virtually or in person. Of course, in a
perfect world, we would have all of our county facilities included to take meetings in, but | think that
we’re moving in the right direction. Some of them may need a nudge like a phone call or an email, or
multiple calls, as it has been for me in District 9 with HCCF, but in the end we are reminded that we go
to any lengths to help the still sick and suffering behind the walls. Literature and/or Grapevine
magazines are also another way of helping our members behind the walls and with meetings reopening,
flyers and announcements can be used to get the word out.

One more thing at the county level, NY State has passed legislation called HALT mandating the county
facilities to offer mental health alternatives to inside members who have disciplinary issues. This means
that sometime soon, they cannot just send them into isolation, and instead offer other solutions. | have
been in contact with the program Sergeant at OCCF, and she is trying to find a way for AA volunteers to
work one on one with inmates. As more information surfaces, | will pass it along to our district chairs.
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At the level of NY State, DOCCS facilities have reopened, and volunteers are having in person meetings
or are about to. | have been in contact with multiple DOCCS supervisors of Community Services, and we
are working together to find more volunteers for those facilities that have welcomed us back but are
unable to locate some of our AA volunteers because of the 2-year layoff with meetings being taken in.
That is an ongoing challenge. Again, our District Chairs are a vital link in locating these volunteers!

Recently, we came upon another challenge, “There has been some discussion over the last two- or
three-days regarding AA, NA and GA and Endorsement Letters with Central Office.” This is pulled from
an email | got from the Regional Coordinator of DOCCS that | have been in correspondence with for the
past 2+ years. | am waiting on a response from her on how we should proceed going forward. Along
those lines, | sent a request to the Corrections Desk at aa.org to see what their thoughts might be on an
Endorsement Letter with an AA letterhead. I'm waiting for a response from them, and we can then work
accordingly. More will be revealed.

On Friday night, we received word from DOCCS officials that an endorsement could be made without
having our letterhead on it, so we’re good with them the way it stands now.

Another topic that we have been looking at is the CCS, Corrections Correspondence Service. | have
placed either a link or the form itself in the past 2 Area Newsletters. It is the F26 Corrections
Correspondence Form. It can be another tool that we utilize to reach out to incarcerated members who
need our help.

THREEWAYS TO RETURN THIS FORM G.S.0O:

corrections@aa.org
Please download and save thisformto your computer. Complete the requested information and save.
You can then emailthe formto corrections@aa.org, or mail itto the attention of the Corrections Assignment,
P.O.Box 459, Grand Central Station, New York, N.Y. 10163 or fax itto (212) 870-3003.
Thank you foryour willingness to serve.

A.A. World Services, Inc.
Grand Central Station P.O. Box 459 New York, NY 10163

212-870-3003 (Attn: Corrections)

| have been in contact with our neighbors in other Areas, Area 47 CNY, Area 49 Intergroup, and Area 70,
Vermont to see if they might have volunteers who live close to our borders who might help to fill the
gaps in remote facilities. They have been very helpful, also. For example, 2 AA’ers from Vermont are
carrying the message into Washington Correctional, and now DOCCS would like to find 2 more of us for
Great Meadow Correctional.
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The next Area 48 Corrections Committee meeting will be held on May 18, 2022 at 6:00 PM EST via
Zoom:

Meeting ID: 867 1213 3948

Passcode: A48Correct

One tap mobile:

+19292056099,86712133948#, *7299167685# US (New York)

A48 CPC Committee Chairperson Report: presented by Dave S. A48 CPC Chairperson as follows:
What is CPC? Cooperation with the Professional Community

Very simply,
Members of C.P.C. committees professionals and future professionals about A.A. Quite simply, we
help them understand how and why A.A. works.

Now you likely know that

A.A. is considered by many professionals to be a valuable resource for alcoholics who want help.
When there is a good working relationship between A.A. members and paid alcoholism workers, the sick
alcoholic is the winner — he or she gets the help needed from both.

Now to be clear,

We are not in competition with these non-A.A.s; we have our separate functions. We in A.A. are NOT
in the business of education, research, medicine, counseling, treatment, prevention, or funding. We
simply have a message to carry about a program of recovery for alcoholics — a program that works for
hundreds of thousands who want it.

The professional can reach out to alcoholics -- by education, counseling, and rehabilitative treatment
and can also be of aid through making the community aware of the millions still suffering

from the progressive illness of alcoholism.

Let me tell you about some projects currently underway or recently completed in Districts in our Area

1) Delivered a Presentation on AA to the local mental health council

2) Hosted a Panel on alcoholism for the local Boys / Girls Club

3) Developing a Presentation for the local medical school

4) Setup and man an AA info booth at a local event

5) Many other forms of ongoing outreach to professionals with both digital and print literature

So how can you get involved?

Reach out to your district CPC Chair - Each District CPC committee has their own approach and all are
looking for more members.
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We have 10 members on our committee today, but we do have Open CPC Chair Slots in the following
Districts (to the best of my knowledge!) 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20.

To learn more please:

Please visit the CPC page on the area website at https://aahmbny.org/cpc/
Or reach out to the A48 CPC Committee Chairperson directly at cpoc@aahmbny.org

Thank you to all the CPC District Chairs and thanks for your attention today!

A48 Grapevine Committee Chairperson Report — Sally K. had stated what does Grapevine and La Vina
have to offer for us to enjoy and use as 12 step tools. These are International Journals of Alcoholics
Anonymous in print, digital, and audio. Grapevine and La Vina are written, edited and illustrated by A.A.
members and friends of A.A.

Our La Vina stories are not English stories that were translated. They were written by the experience
strength and hope of our Latino/Latina members.

Grapevine is self-supporting through our subscriptions, stories, book sales and other materials.

Our Area 48 Grapevine Committee commitment is to inform members as to how important the stories
are and how to send them to the Grapevine to keep it fresh and current, in doing so we’re contributing.
Grapevine is constantly looking for new stories to add to the amazing books that they publish. These too
are great gifts for newcomers, sponsees, and sponsors too.

You can find everything you need be going to www.aagrapevine.org. It’s very user friendly. If you're
looking for La Vina you find the link by clicking at the top of the site where it says La Vina. Keep clicking
and scrolling at the Grapevine site the information is endless and easy to find. If you can’t find what
you’re seeking then send an email to grapevine@aahmbny.org.

A tool that was acquired at the 2022 NERAASA (North East Regional Alcoholic Anonymous Assembly)
that place in Pittsburgh, PA (WPA 60) is called the “Meeting Guide” App. The “Meeting Guide” App can
lead to the Grapevine and other A.A. news information. By touching the link/word ‘news’ at the bottom
of the App you brought to a world of information. For instance, currently they are asking for recovery
stories to update the A.A. literature for the “Black and African-American Alcoholic” pamphlet.

They are also seeking stories for the Fourth Edition of our Latina Big Book “Alcoholicos Anonimos”.

Did you know there are two Public Service Announcements? These are great resources for Public
Information. They were found at the Grapevine!

Lastly, they are requesting shared experiences on ‘Inside’ Sponsorship information to update the Service
Material for Corrections.
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Also, on the ‘Meeting Guide’ App there is the Monthly Grapevine News... Just follow the ‘see more’ link
and you’ll find the whole Grapevine world at your fingertips. This is the Grapevine Representative
Resource page with links and information to getting started and keeping current.

There is an Audio Project link that takes you need to go for instructions as to how to share your story.
You can call into the voicemail system to share your 7-minute-long story or do it yourself using your own
smartphone or digital recorder. If it’s accepted by the Grapevine staff it will be published in the form of
a YouTube playlist or another media platform. You can visit and subscribe to the Grapevine YouTube
Channel. Here is that link www.youtube.com/c/AAGrapevine.

Have you listened to the Grapevine podcasts? Each week long-time A.A. members Don and Sam will
interview a different member about their experience, strength and hope, in a casual “meeting after the
meeting” manner. A new episode is available every Monday at 9:00 AM EST at
https://www.aagrapevine.org/podcast. Check them out they are informative, fun and archived half hour
podcasts.

The ‘Carry the Message Project’ is a great way to give the Grapevine to those in need. To those that
can’t afford it or don’t have computer access, are in prisons, or whatever their reasons maybe, we can
help. We can gift subscriptions directly to members or let the Grapevine staff give them to those already
on a list that are in need. To learn more to www.aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message.

https://www.youtube.com/aagrapevine. Just to make a correction from an error made at the bottom of
page 2 of the March 19, 2022 Delegates Day of Sharing minutes: The access for Instagram account users,
you can go to @alcoholicsanonymous_gv for the Grapevine and @alcoholicsanonymous_lv for La Vina.

Let’s not forget about subscribing to the magazines. There are three ways to subscribe;

Grapevine Print Magazine for a 1-year subscription is $28.97.

Grapevine ePub; $19.99 per year.

1) Downloadable on all computers, laptops, tablets and smartphone
2) Downloadable audio file of each issue

3) Downloadable PDF of each issue

4) Archive access to all 2020 Issues

5) Easy page flip format

Grapevine Complete; $49.97 per year.

Print Magazine and Grapevine online combined into one subscription.

1) Full access to GV Story Archive, every article since 1944
2) Members stories and audio version are featured together
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The hope with this committee is to keep carrying the message. To build a Grapevine committee with
each District and meeting across our NENY Area. Pass this information along to your homegroup with
the hope that each group will elect a Grapevine Representative.

At the Area 48 level on every second Tuesday of the month we have a ‘Grapevine Story Hour’, we have
fun with members reading a Grapevine story of their choosing and sharing about it. Members from
around the U.S. and Canada come to read and share. It can be found on the Zoom platform at 7:00 PM
EST under meeting ID: 834 1851 2300 and password: Grapevine. All are always welcome!

Sally K., Area 48 Grapevine/La Vine Representative, grapevinve@aahmbny.org

A48 Literature Committee Chairperson Report — Allen V. NENY Area 48 Literature Chair
literature@aahmbny.org had presented the following report for the benefit of the NENY Area 48
Fellowship Day:

Literature Report Fellowship Day

Our Literature committee is continuing to meet monthly on the 4th Wednesday of the month, jointly
with Grapevine committee via Zoom under meeting ID: 885 5335 7701 and passcode: GV/LIT. The doors
are open, join us if you have any questions or needs relating to Literature and Grapevine. All district
Literature committee chairs are welcome, along with any AA members regardless of your service
position or lack thereof.

We have ordered a complimentary display package, offered by GSO and are awaiting its arrival.

We have compiled an order of books and pamphlets to restock our depleted inventory, so that we will
have material for sale at live events. We will be ordering soon.

We have sent an introductory email to all District DCM’s and whatever Literature Chairs we could find,
and have offered to do a brief Literature presentation at any districts business meeting. We were able to
do an initial presentation at D17 in March.

There is a request for stories of recovery from all African American, Canadian, Caribbean A.A. members
from the English, French and Spanish-speaking Black communities in the A.A. structure in the United
States and Canada. For more info go here: https://delegate.aahmbny.org/call-for-stories/.

For more information regarding the literature committee go to https://aahmbny.org/literature/.

A48 Newsletter Editor Report -- Dana W. had presented the following report for the benefit of the
NENY Area 48 Fellowship Day:

Thank you to all the Area Committee Chairs for always sending timely, informative reports.
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At the start of my term as Newsletter Chair, | reached out to Sue W., Area 48 Registrar, for a list of AA
members without email addresses. There were 211 people on the list, some of whom | know are no
longer living in Area 48 at the addresses listed. Sending paper copies to all 211 of those addresses would
have wiped out my annual budget in 3 or 4 editions.

On a suggestion from Kate O. and following the example of Tammie E.’s postcard project, | sent pre-
stamped postcards to those 211 people with three options: Send me a paper copy; Email me a digital
copy; This address is incorrect.

So far, we have received 70 of the 211 back! That includes:

27 requests for paper copies

5 requests for digital copies

33 incorrect information

1 deceased for 6 years

1 “no longer active, too old”

2 “please remove” with no explanation

This data is being also shared with Sue W. so she can keep our records updated.

| am happy to report that all 27 requests for paper copies have been fulfilled as of the April edition! If
you know of someone who needs a paper copy, please have them contact me at
newsletter@aahmbny.org. As of now, | am handling the printing and mailing of these in-house (literally,
in my house). That might change if the print subscription numbers go up.

If you are a District newsletter chair or know of someone who is, please have them reach out to me if
they have any questions or suggestions.

To see past editions of the newsletter, visit https://aahmbny.org/hmb-newsletters/.

If you would like to receive the newsletter, email newsletter@aahmbny.org to sign up!

A48 Treatment Committee Chairperson Report - Norm L. has stated that requests have been received
to do Zoom platform meetings. The zoom platform has its challenges. The requests and attendance for
live meetings has been picking up. The Treatment committee meets every first Tuesday of the month at
6:00 PM EST via Zoom under the meeting ID: 812 2153 8564. For more log in details go to the Area 48
website https://aahmbny.org.

A48 Webmaster/Technology Committee Chairperson Report — Matt E. had stated contact him if
anyone needs a service, please send an email at webmaster@aahmbny.org. All are welcome for
attendance at the monthly Technology Committee meetings every third Tuesday at 6:00 PM EST
via Zoom under meeting ID: 829 5229 5872 and passcode: Techteam48.
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A48 Inclusivity Committee Chairperson Report - Theresa M. - No Report presented at the Fellowship
Day. The Inclusivity committee meets every second Thursday of the month at 6:00 PM EST via Zoom
under meeting ID: 822 5687 7420 and passcode: 353180. All are welcome! To check out their webpage
go to https://aahmbny.org/inclusivity/.

DCM Reports:

Trish Mc D18 DCM had stated the BTG Chair and Accessibilities Chair positions are open.

Lindsey D11 DCM — has stated its plan of Activities for the rest of the year.

Dave S. Acting D12 DCM has stated its plan of Activities for the rest of the year.

Cathy P. D20 DCM now has a treasurer and a district registrar.

Bill N. D1 DCM has a meeting listing for those that come out of treatment center.

Terry E D2 DCM there is confusion about the Green Island Meeting. Because there may be another
Green Island meeting in another location.

A48 Name Change Report: Tad J. P70 A48 Past Delegate has provided updates on the name change for
A48 to NENY after the 2021 Income Taxes have been filed. Its going to be time consuming and costly.

Guy K. our A48 Chair opened up the Questions and Answer Segment of our Fellowship Day at 2:00 PM.
Theresa M. asked the question how to apply for scholarships. Tad J. commented on putting the lottery
system for financial healthy districts as a line item in the A48 2023 Draft Budget.

A48 Chairperson thanked all the virtual hosts and event panelists for their service. Then a motion was
made to adjourn the Fellowship Day meeting. The meeting was closed with the reciting of the
responsibility pledge at 2:05 PM. At adjournment there were 28 participants.

Zoom ID: 899 0854 7152
Passcode: Fellowship

Respectfully submitted,
Bill O

NENY Area 48 Secretary
secretary@aahmbny.org
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