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What is a shortcoming?

: an imperfection or lack
that detracts from the

whole
https://www.merriam-webster.com

: a failure, defect, or
deficiency in conduct,
condition, thought, ability,

etc.
https:/iIwww.dictionary.com/browse/shortcomings

FUN FACT: A defect of character and
a shortcoming are two different ways of
referencing the same thing: what the
book refers to as “the exact nature of

our wrongs” in step five.
https:/ibigbookwizardry
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https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/en_bigbook_chapt5.pdf
https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/en_bigbook_appendicei.pdf
https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/en_bigbook_appendicevii_.pdf
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/shortcomings
https://bigbookwizardry.wordpress.com/2016/01/21/character-defects-vs-shortcomings-whats-the-difference/%23:%7E:text=In%20fact%2C%20many%20people%20have%20created%20fun%20theories,score%29.%20Actually%2C%20both%20terms%20mean%20the%20same%20thing.
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% To find a meeting, and the status regarding in-person : The District 9 Zoom account
or virtual, visit: httpS//aahmanOFQ/ : is avai'ab'e to be used to ho'd
Please be prepared to adhere to each group’s COVID . .
safety guidelines regarding face coverings and social - AA meetmgs, orto pass the
gistar;cingljv.l Bl Book studv. 10 AM on 2 : program of AA on through

« Saturday Morning Big Book study, on Zoom . .

NEW MEETING ID: 889 9255 1262 PASSCODE: Rule62 : Sponsorship. If you are
= interested in using the account

- please contact Andy at

. district9dcm@aahmbny.org for

= details. Contributions towards

- the yearly Zoom fee, by groups

: that use the account, are

DISTRICT NEWS

Please remember to notify the District Records Keeper at
district9records@aahmbny.org, of any changes to your group’s in-person/virtual
status, or any other changes.

appreciated.

hHE AA DAILY REPRIEVE GROUP IS HOSTING THEIR

The District 9 Finance
Committee has proposed a
budget for the remainder of
2021. Please remind your GSR
to attend the next district
meeting to vote on the budget.

27d ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC

*MORELAND
PARK

LITTLE FALLS,
NY

SUNDAY, APaetaiettetalottefeltefafniefefotefefaiefefaiefefaie ey
AUGUST 29, 2021
DISTRICT 9 GROUP
AL CONSCIENCE MEETING
The District 9 Monthly Group
Conscience meetings are now being
OUR SPEAKER held on the last THURSDAY of the

PLEASE WELCOME BILL TEE
CAZENOVIA, NY 38 YEARS

month at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Next
meeting will be THURS 24 JUNE.
Meeting ID: 959 3459 4841 and
Password: D9Service, please do not
share on social media.

Monthly meeting minutes are posted on

the District 9 Website at
https://district9.aahmbny.org/

FELLOWSHIP MEETING AND SPEAKER AT NOON PLEASE
BRING FAMILY ANDFRIENDS OF ALL AGES

FOOD WE ARE GRILLING HOT DOGS AND HAMBURGERS AND
HAVE BEVERAGES. PLEASE BRING A DISH OR DESSERT TO PASS

FUN

*Use GPS Maps for Directions - Contact Meghan Z. at 607-B82-0858 if you need more help

2|Page
Looking for a meeting? Go to http:/meetings.aahmbny.org/ for local listings, or
download the app Meeting Guide from the app store
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Upcoming Virtual Events

New York State Informational Workshop
Fri., July 30—Sat., July 31, 2021

Hi All - The New York State Informational Workshop (NYSIW) is virtual again this year. We've got
a terrific program lined up for you starting Friday, July 30 at 3pm EST through Saturday, July 31.
Find out how our state, Area committees, local districts, and AA members have been carrying the
message and solutions of our 12-step program. Stop by for one session, or stay for them all!
We've got two terrific evening speakers as well. For information: www.nysiw.org.

In getting ready for this statewide service assembly, can | ask for your help with a few things?

1. Register today at www.nysiw_org/reqistration. (You should be redirected to this

form hittps://www.jotform.com/form/210796583066060 )

2. Registration is free but consider making a small 7th Tradition contribution to help us offset
costs.

3. Invite a friend or sponsee. Share the joy of service, trying something different, learning
new things, talk about it afterwards, get involved.

4. Share this flyer with your home group and announce open registration through the end
of July.

5. Announce NYSIW open registration at ANY meeting you attend. While we focus on NYS
efforts through committee, some of what we're doing here can be done in other places suc-
cessfully, too.

6. Volunteer for service. We're looking for help with the Hospitality Room, Tech Team, and
Accessibility Ambassadors. Interested? Email me at nysiw2021chair@gmail.com or check the
box in the registration form and we'll put you to work.

7. Lastly, don't let technology or other issues keep you from attending. If you need a Zoom tutori-
al, an ASL interpreter, closed captioning, or Spanish translator in order to have the best expe-
rience at NYSIW2021, let me know by June 30. | can arrange assistance in those areas! Email

me at nysiw2021chair@gmail.com.
Thanks again for your help getting the word out. | look forward to seeing you online!

Tara C., NYSIW 2021 Co-Chair

For information: www.nysiw.org
Register starting May 1:_http:/inysiw.org/registration/

INFORMATIONAL
WORKSHOP

Friday - Saturday Open to any AA member who
Ju|y 10T B would like to learn more

A AR 4o 8 about general service in NYS!

PLEASE
DO NOT POST

ANY EVENT INFO
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

AAGRAPEVINE

The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous
VIRTUAL MONTHLY GRAPEVINE
READING & DISCUSSION

STR
HOUR

ZOOM ID: 8§34 1851 2300
PASSCODE: Grapevine

Please do not post to general public
Contact: grapevine@aahmbny.org

Tuesday
July 13, 2021
(second Tues. each month)
7:00pM-8:00pm

(easztern)
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Looking for a meeting? Go to http:/meetings.aahmbny.org/ for local listings, or

download the app Meeting Guide from the app store
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April 2014: Typing, Raising Cash and "Imaginary Ulcer
Attacks"

BY: BILL S. | FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT
A timeline of the first year and a half of the making of the Big Book

Middle of Oct., 1937

Our co-founder Bill W. travels to Akron where the group meets and approves raising funds for
paid missionaries, a chain of national hospitals and the writing of a book. The Ohio members do
not, however, intend to contribute any money themselves and they send Bill back to New York
City to raise the money there.

May 20, 1938

Having collected just one contribution in the past seven months, Bill begins writing "Bill's Story"
and "There Is a Solution"—primarily as promotion pieces that he and Hank P. hope will open the
wallets of the rich.

June 17, 1938

The first copies of these two chapters are sent out in an effort to raise money from a New York
banker. Many copies of the two chapters are sent out in similar fashion over the next several
months. No money is raised.

July 27, 1938

Bill spends the month of July collecting favorable testimonials about AA's success, one of which is
written by Dr. William Silkworth of Towns Hospital in New York City (where Bill had his "white
light" experience). It later appears as the first letter in "The Doctor's Opinion."

August 7, 1938

Bill sends Dr. Bob advice on how the Akron people should write their stories for the book. "I would
say that everyone should write at whatever length they want to; the more, the better..." he writes.
"The idea is that a chance word or phrase or experience may be the most telling point of the story,
which would be missed entirely if people were trying to restrict themselves to a given number of
words."

Sept. 28, 1938

Bill sends Dr. Bob the first drafts of "More About Alcoholism" and "We Agnostics." "Two more
chapters of the book are close to completion," he writes. "l am enclosing the original dictation on
two of them so you can get a rough idea. You will understand that what | am sending you is just
the rough, uncorrected outline. Will let you have the polished product when ready."

4|Page
Looking for a meeting? Go to http:/meetings.aahmbny.org/ for local listings, or
download the app Meeting Guide from the app store
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Nov. 3, 1938

Three more chapters are sent to Dr. Bob: "I am turning this stuff out as fast as | can, being only
once-corrected dictation," Bill writes. "You can't call it serious writing. After | get all through with
these general chapters on the present basis, | will edit them as carefully as | can, bearing in mind
the criticisms and suggestions from anyone who wants to make them ... Everybody who has
seen the personal stories from Akron thinks they are great."

Nov. 15, 1938

Hank P. has had a hard time selling stock in Works Publishing to AA members who just can't
afford the price of $25 a share. So he comes up with a creative time-payment plan of $5 a month
starting on this day. Many members subscribe and provide much of the money needed to fund
the writing of the book.

Early Dec., 1938

Bill writes the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. He is in the midst of one of his "imaginary
ulcer attacks" (which plague him in times of stress—and what could be more stressful than
having to lay down "the rules" for sobriety?), but nonetheless he is able to come up with the first
draft of his famous formulation in under 30 minutes.

Dec. 13, 1938

Bill tells Dr. Bob that "on the book, we are going hell bent for election. It is practically complete,
and | will send you the rest of the chapters within two or three days. Next step is to make, after
one editing, photolithic copies of the whole works."

Jan. 5, 1939
Tom Uzzell agrees to edit the manuscript of the Big Book. According to Bill, his most significant

suggestion was to move "Bill's Story" to the front of the book (it had previously been the first story
in the back).

Mid-Feb., 1939

The muiltilith printing of what is now called "The original manuscript" is printed and circulated for
comments and criticism. All the suggestions for changes are put into one master copy of the
book; some of these are finally incorporated into the text and some are not.

Early April, 1939

Bill W., Hank P., Ruth Hock & Dorothy Snyder travel to Cornwall, N.Y. to make the final edits to
the Big Book. Hank has many suggestions for last minute changes, but Bill makes all the final
decisions on what goes in and what does not.
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download the app Meeting Guide from the app store



http://meetings.aahmbny.org/

oot Area 48 District 9

A

April 10, 1939

4,650 copies of the book, Alcoholics Anonymous, are printed. One hundred copies are delivered
to Bill and Hank with several more copies going to Willard Richardson and Frank Amos (the
Rockefeller associates that Bill and Hank have been working with for more than a year). More
copies of the book will be released, but only after some payment has been made on the still

outstanding bill with the printer.

Carrying the message since1935
The first printing of the first edition was the only one that came in red.

Y: B. P. | REDDING, CALIFORNIA

False pride is when one humbly says he has nothing to share, and then takes twenty |
minutes to prove it.
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2 % “My creator, | am now willing that you

O should have all of me good and bad. |

5 pray that you now remove from me
every single defect of character which
stands in the way of my usefulness to
you and my fellows. Grant me strength,

@:
as | go out from here, to do your

‘““My sponsor told me to learn to laugh at myself, bidding. Amen.” Pg. 76 Alcoholics
but Idon’t see anything funny.”’ ) : )
Anonymous
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INSTEAD OF JAILS,
INSTITUTIONS, AND DEATH “Lead me, God,
==\ To recognize you

In the person beside me.” - Anonymous

THERE'S MEETINGS;
STEPWORK. AND A SPONSOR
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