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Step 7** 
“Humbly asked Him to 
remove our 
shortcomings.” 
 
 
 
AAs 12 Steps are found on pages 59-60 of the book 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/en_bigbook_chapt5.pdf 

 

 

Tradition 7 (short form) ** 
“Every AA group ought 
to be fully self-
supporting, declining 
outside contributions.” 
 
AAs 12 Traditions (Short Form) are found on page 
562 of the book Alcoholics Anonymous 
https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/en_bigbook_appendicei.pdf 

 

Concept 7 ** 
“The Charters and Bylaws of the 
General Service Office are legal 
instruments, empowering the 
trustees to manage and conduct 
world affairs. The Conference 
Charter is not a legal document.; 
it relies upon tradition and AA 
purse for final effectiveness.” 
 
AAs 12 Concepts are found on pages 574-575 of the 
book Alcoholics Anonymous 
https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/en_bigbook_appendicevii_.pdf 

 

What is a shortcoming? 
 
: an imperfection or lack 
that detracts from the 
whole  
https://www.merriam-webster.com 

: a failure, defect, or 
deficiency in conduct, 
condition, thought, ability, 
etc. 
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/shortcomings 
 
 
FUN FACT: A defect of character and 
a shortcoming are two different ways of 
referencing the same thing: what the 
book refers to as “the exact nature of 
our wrongs” in step five. 
https://bigbookwizardry 
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Area 48 District 9 

 To find a meeting, and the status regarding in-person 
or virtual, visit:  https://aahmbny.org/  
Please be prepared to adhere to each group’s COVID 
safety guidelines regarding face coverings and social 
distancing. 

 Saturday Morning Big Book study, 10 AM on Zoom 
NEW MEETING ID: 889 9255 1262 PASSCODE: Rule62 

 

 Please remember to notify the District Records Keeper at 
district9records@aahmbny.org, of any changes to your group’s in-person/virtual 
status, or any other changes. 
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GROUP NEWS 

  

The District 9 Finance 
Committee has proposed a 
budget for the remainder of 
2021. Please remind your GSR 
to attend the next district 
meeting to vote on the budget. 

DISTRICT NEWS 

DISTRICT 9 GROUP 
CONSCIENCE MEETING  

The District 9 Monthly Group 
Conscience meetings are now being 
held on the last THURSDAY of the 
month at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Next 
meeting will be THURS 24 JUNE.   
Meeting ID: 959 3459 4841 and 
Password: D9Service, please do not 
share on social media. 
Monthly meeting minutes are posted on 
the District 9 Website at 
https://district9.aahmbny.org/ 

The District 9 Zoom account 
is available to be used to hold 
AA meetings, or to pass the 
program of AA on through 
sponsorship. If you are 
interested in using the account 
please contact Andy at 
district9dcm@aahmbny.org for 
details. Contributions towards 
the yearly Zoom fee, by groups 
that use the account, are 
appreciated. 
 

http://meetings.aahmbny.org/
https://aahmbny.org/
mailto:district9records@aahmbny.org
https://district9.aahmbny.org/
mailto:district9dcm@aahmbny.org


3 | P a g e  
Looking for a meeting? Go to http://meetings.aahmbny.org/ for local listings, or  
download the app Meeting Guide from the app store 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
                                                              

 

Area 48 District 9 JULY 
2021 

 

AREA  
Upcoming Virtual Events 

PLEASE 
DO NOT POST  

ANY EVENT INFO 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
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April 2014: Typing, Raising Cash and "Imaginary Ulcer 
Attacks" 
BY: BILL S. | FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
A timeline of the first year and a half of the making of the Big Book 

Middle of Oct., 1937 
Our co-founder Bill W. travels to Akron where the group meets and approves raising funds for 
paid missionaries, a chain of national hospitals and the writing of a book. The Ohio members do 
not, however, intend to contribute any money themselves and they send Bill back to New York 
City to raise the money there. 
 
May 20, 1938 
Having collected just one contribution in the past seven months, Bill begins writing "Bill's Story" 
and "There Is a Solution"—primarily as promotion pieces that he and Hank P. hope will open the 
wallets of the rich. 
 
June 17, 1938 
The first copies of these two chapters are sent out in an effort to raise money from a New York 
banker. Many copies of the two chapters are sent out in similar fashion over the next several 
months. No money is raised. 
 
July 27, 1938 
Bill spends the month of July collecting favorable testimonials about AA's success, one of which is 
written by Dr. William Silkworth of Towns Hospital in New York City (where Bill had his "white 
light" experience). It later appears as the first letter in "The Doctor's Opinion." 
 
August 7, 1938 
Bill sends Dr. Bob advice on how the Akron people should write their stories for the book. "I would 
say that everyone should write at whatever length they want to; the more, the better…" he writes. 
"The idea is that a chance word or phrase or experience may be the most telling point of the story, 
which would be missed entirely if people were trying to restrict themselves to a given number of 
words." 
 
Sept. 28, 1938 
Bill sends Dr. Bob the first drafts of "More About Alcoholism" and "We Agnostics." "Two more 
chapters of the book are close to completion," he writes. "I am enclosing the original dictation on 
two of them so you can get a rough idea. You will understand that what I am sending you is just 
the rough, uncorrected outline. Will let you have the polished product when ready." 

http://meetings.aahmbny.org/
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Nov. 3, 1938 
Three more chapters are sent to Dr. Bob: "I am turning this stuff out as fast as I can, being only 
once-corrected dictation," Bill writes. "You can't call it serious writing. After I get all through with 
these general chapters on the present basis, I will edit them as carefully as I can, bearing in mind 
the criticisms and suggestions from anyone who wants to make them … Everybody who has 
seen the personal stories from Akron thinks they are great." 
 
Nov. 15, 1938 
Hank P. has had a hard time selling stock in Works Publishing to AA members who just can't 
afford the price of $25 a share. So he comes up with a creative time-payment plan of $5 a month 
starting on this day. Many members subscribe and provide much of the money needed to fund 
the writing of the book. 
 
Early Dec., 1938 
Bill writes the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. He is in the midst of one of his "imaginary 
ulcer attacks" (which plague him in times of stress—and what could be more stressful than 
having to lay down "the rules" for sobriety?), but nonetheless he is able to come up with the first 
draft of his famous formulation in under 30 minutes. 
 
Dec. 13, 1938 
Bill tells Dr. Bob that "on the book, we are going hell bent for election. It is practically complete, 
and I will send you the rest of the chapters within two or three days. Next step is to make, after 
one editing, photolithic copies of the whole works." 
 
Jan. 5, 1939 
Tom Uzzell agrees to edit the manuscript of the Big Book. According to Bill, his most significant 
suggestion was to move "Bill's Story" to the front of the book (it had previously been the first story 
in the back). 
 
Mid-Feb., 1939 
The multilith printing of what is now called "The original manuscript" is printed and circulated for 
comments and criticism. All the suggestions for changes are put into one master copy of the 
book; some of these are finally incorporated into the text and some are not. 
 
Early April, 1939 
Bill W., Hank P., Ruth Hock & Dorothy Snyder travel to Cornwall, N.Y. to make the final edits to 
the Big Book. Hank has many suggestions for last minute changes, but Bill makes all the final 
decisions on what goes in and what does not. 

Area 48 District 9 JULY 
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PRAYERS 

“My creator, I am now willing that you 
should have all of me good and bad. I 
pray that you now remove from me 
every single defect of character which 
stands in the way of my usefulness to 
you and my fellows. Grant me strength, 
as I go out from here, to do your 
bidding. Amen.” Pg. 76 Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

 

“Lead me, God,  
To recognize you 
In the person beside me.” -  Anonymous 

 

 

April 10, 1939 
4,650 copies of the book, Alcoholics Anonymous, are printed. One hundred copies are delivered 
to Bill and Hank with several more copies going to Willard Richardson and Frank Amos (the 
Rockefeller associates that Bill and Hank have been working with for more than a year). More 
copies of the book will be released, but only after some payment has been made on the still 
outstanding bill with the printer. 
 
Carrying the message since1935 
The first printing of the first edition was the only one that came in red. 
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Area 48 District 9 

BY: B. P. | REDDING, CALIFORNIA 
False pride is when one humbly says he has nothing to share, and then takes twenty 
minutes to prove it. 
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