March 2021

DISTRICT 18 NEWS

Area 48 Website for meeting lookup, events, info, and archived newsletters:
aahmbny.org

District 18 Business Meeting

Zoom online forum and Love Lutheran Church, Schodack

The next regular business meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2021 at
6:30pm in person at Love Lutheran Church and online on Zoom.

Recovery

Meeting Report - March 17, 2021

ATTENDEES: Trish M, Liz D, Pam D, Tom P, Ginny P, Sean P, Paul D, Tom M, Marilyn L,
Jeff M, John E, and Kevin McN

I. Meeting opened at 6:30pm with the statement of our Primary Purpose and the
Serenity Prayer

[Il. DCM Liz D read Tradition 3 and Concept I

lll. The Seventh Tradition
Donations from groups and individuals to support District 18’s recurring expenses
can be sent to the District post office box or brought to the monthly business
meeting.

IV. GSR Group Reports
Surrender, Acceptance & Gratitude Group: Rick C, not present. No report.
Yankee Doodle Beginners’ Group: Tom M: Hybrid format with about 10 attendees;
looking for a new location because facility is closing.
Fresh Start Group: Mike S, not present. No report.
Soqggy Tuesday Group: Rich F, not present: Temporarily closed.
Nassau Tuesday Night Step Group: Bob W, not present. No report.
Original Clinton Heights Tuesday Night Group: Ginny P: Shut down due to lack of
bodies; may resume if St. Mary’s allows groups to use their premises.
Share at Noon Group: Needs GSR. No report.
Blue Teapot Big Book Group: Nicole P, not present: Temporarily closed.
Nassau Wednesday Night Women’s Group: Pam D: On Zoom while looking for a new
place for in-person meetings when members feel safe for that; 8 attendees usually.
Wednesday Set Aside Group: Paul P, not present. On Zoom.
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Regular Wednesday Night Meeting [not] in Rensselaer: Kevin McN: Up to 20 attendees

likely due to no mask policy; group never discussed wearing masks when it moved

from the Park ‘n Ride to Love Lutheran and church has not asked groups using the

facility to comply with state law.

Hampton Manor Big Book Group: Rich F, not present: No report.

Late Bloomers’ Rule 62 Big Book Group: Needs GSR. Meeting in-person.

New Lebanon Group: Needs GSR. Meeting in-person.

Out to Lunch Bunch: Needs GSR. The group meets in person at Love Lutheran Church.

Friday Night Caring and Sharing Group: Sean P: In person; doing well with 8-12

masked members.

Near Noon Group: Needs GSR. On Zoom.

Hour of Power Group: Kerri B, not present, no report. Meeting temporarily closed.

Late Bloomers’ Saturday Night Candlelight Group: Needs GSR. Meeting in-person.

Primary Purpose Group: Needs GSR. Meeting in person at Love Lutheran Church.

Light for Dark Places Group: Marilyn L: Meeting is in person; 5 attendees most weeks;

masks are required and sufficient space for social distancing; simultaneous Zoom

meeting hosted by a member from her house attracts 10 people or so, but not

interacting with in-person meeting due to WiFi difficulties; hoping spring weather

brings more AA’s to the in-person meeting.

Castleton Carry the Message Group: Needs GSR. Meeting in-person.

DCM - Liz D

a. Talked about doing similar service work in District 14 with help from Trish M. Lives
in District 18 now and glad to step up. Open to suggestions on how to conduct
District affairs. Hopes to keep the monthly meeting to a reasonable time. Looks
forward to working with everyone.

ALTERNATE DCM - Trish M

a. Shared about her service work in District 14, where her sobriety started. Lives in
District 18 now and excited to help the District.

b. Noted that the First Methodist Church on Hays Road is looking for AA groups
needing space.

SECRETARY - Ginny P

a. Spending her spare time memorizing the QWERTY keyboard so she can look at
people while taking the minutes at the monthly meeting.

TREASURER - Tom P

a. Offered report on checking account (attached).

b. Motion was made to accept the report, seconded, and passed.

c. Requested permission to write a check to himself to cover charge to his personal
credit card for D18 storage unit. Request approved.

d. Confirmed there are two keys for the Post Office box and for the storage unit.
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CORRECTIONS - Tom P

a. Not much going on now. Jails may be opening soon for volunteers. Possible
openings in April for Hudson Valley correctional facility.

b. Confirmed that corrections includes men and women.

TREATMENT - Barb

a. New to position (yeah!).

b. Nothing to report.

PI/CPC - Paul D

a. Nothing to report.

BRIDGING THE GAP - Jeff M

a. New to position (yeah!). Received a binder with information. Waiting to hear from
area chair.
ACCESSIBILITY - Open position

a. No report.

FUNCTIONS - Pam D.

a. At a standstill until things start opening up.

b. Confirmed that dates for D18 events are not set in stone, although they do get
reproduced with paper and ink as needed.

RECORDS/ARCHIVIST - John E

a. Changes sent to the Area have been updated on their website.

b. Original Clinton Heights Group has shut down.

GRAPEVINE REP - Mike

a. Not present.

b. A virtual Grapevine story hour is held the second Tuesday of each month at 7pm.
Meeting ID: 834 1851 2300. Password: Grapevine.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Kevin McN

a. Hope people will make their fellow AAs aware of the newsletter’s presence either
in hard copies, through email forwarding, or on the Area website.

CDCO LIAISON - Fred F

a. Not present.

b. All CDCO reports are posted at aaalbanyny.org.

OLD BUSINESS

a. Current service opportunity in District 18 rotation 2021-2022 is Accessibility Chair.

b. Blooming Grove Church was paid for monthly meetings through March 2021. Sean
P volunteered to find out the rent details for holding the monthly meeting at Love
Lutheran.

c. Motion was made to continue hybrid monthly meetings on Zoom and in-person for
three months. Motion seconded and passed.

NEW BUSINESS

a. Discussion regarding mask requirements and social distancing at meetings. Liz D
noted that the Schenectady Clubhouse requires contact tracing sign-in and adheres
to a capacity limit. Marilyn L observed that not much can be done at this point
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when people know which meetings don’t follow the law. Kevin McN pointed out
that some churches made masks mandatory as a condition for allowing groups to
meet and others, like Love Lutheran, didn’t require it.

XXl. MEMBER AND GROUP ANNIVERSARIES

Group Anniversaries:
Fresh Start Group celebrated 34 years on March 1
Yankee Doodle Beginners Group celebrated 34 years on March 1
Soggy Tuesday Group celebrated 31 years on March 2
Share at Noon Group celebrated 11 years on March 13
Hour of Power Group celebrated 10 years on March 5
Primary Purpose Group celebrated 8 years on March 17
Set Aside Group celebrated 9 years on March 26

Member Anniversaries in March:

Marilyn L - 36 yrs Liz D - 26 yrs
Paul D - 29 yrs Harry W - 19 yrs
John G - 4 yrs Jenn D - 4 yrs

Motion to adjourn the meeting passed at 7:31 p.m., followed by the Serenity Prayer and
the AA Responsibility Pledge:

“I am responsible when anyone, anywhere reaches out for help. | want the Hand of AA
always to be there and for that | am responsible.”
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Group treasurers and members: Your donations help keep AA alive in your district and
our Area 48 and support the work of the Capital District Central Office (CDCO) and the
General Service Office (GSO). Please consider donating.

DISTRICT 18 HMB AREA ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 188 RT 30 #144
EAST GREENBUSH NY 1206 1118 POLAR PLAZA

AMSTERDAM NY 12010

GENERAL SERVICE OFFICE CDCO

PO BOX 45911 11 COMPUTER DRIVE WEST
GRAND CENTRAL STATION SUITE 100

NEW YORK NY 10163 ALBANY NY 12205

Please visit the CDCO to purchase AA books and pamphlets as well as month and year
medallions. The CDCO office hours and monthly reports are on their website:
aaalbanyny.org.

The District 18 24/7 hotline number is 518-463-0906.

If you are interested in service, consider one of these splendid positions, ready
when you are:

ACCESSIBILITY CHAIR
GSR (eight groups need one)



DISTRICT 18

TREASURER REPORT
FEBRUARY 2021

Beginning Balance - $1739.54
INCOME
2/17 - Monday Rensselaer Beginners Group $100.00
2/17 — Anonymous $15.00
Total Income $115.00
EXPENSES
None
Total Expenses $00.00
Ending Balance $1854.54
Prudent Reserve $700.00
Available Funds $1154.54
3/15/21 Check book reconciled with bank statement $1854.54
Tom P.

March 15, 2021

Additional — Request permission to write a check to myself for storage rent reimbursement.



