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Happy, Joyous, and Free Newsletter 

Area 48—www.aahmbny.org  

April 2020 

AA Principles of the Month 

 

Step 4: 

Made a searching and fearless moral inventory 

of ourselves. 

 

Tradition 4: (long form) 

With respect to its own affairs, each A.A. 

group should be responsible to no other au-

thority than its own conscience. But when its 

plans concern the welfare of neighboring 

groups also, those groups ought to be con-

sulted. And no group, regional committee, or 

individual should ever take any action that 

might greatly affect A.A. as a whole without 

conferring with the trustees of the General 

Service Board. On such issues our common 

welfare is paramount. 

 

Concept IV: 

Throughout our Conference structure, we 

ought to maintain at all responsible levels a 

traditional “Right of Participation,” taking 

care that each classification or group of our 

world servants shall be allowed a voting repre-

sentation in reasonable proportion to the re-

sponsibility that each must discharge. 

Greetings from your Newsletter Editor 

 

What an amazing time to be sober in Alco-

holics Anonymous.  I have been attending 

Zoom meetings with people from all over the 

world!  I have met people I never would 

have met before.   Sometimes, I imagine Bill 

and Dr. Bob, and the other first 100 persons 

who started our program...I think they would 

be so proud of us and thrilled that AA rallied 

quickly during this historic time in our life.  

While some things are faltering during this 

time—AA seems to be more solid than ever.    
 

 

Cathy P.—Newsletter Editor 

newsletter@aahmbny.org   

 

Some Proposals have been  

REMOVED from the agenda for the  

May Assembly.   

 

mailto:newsletter@aahmbny.org
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For groups continuing to hold face-to-face meetings 

 

With so much uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 crisis, as well as the NYS Ex-

ecutive Order by the Governor that there be no gatherings of any size, many groups 

have temporarily closed their doors to face-to-face meetings and instead are hosting 

virtual meetings through various different platforms (see our online meeting list.)  

aahmbny.org 

 

Those groups that have opted to stay open in real life have done so of 

their own accord and Area 48, to be in compliance with the Governor’s 

Executive Order, does not endorse this practice. 

 

1 - Tradition 4 states that every group is autonomous except when 

affecting AA as a whole. Keeping the brick and mortar doors open puts 

our members health and safety at risk which could reflect poorly on AA 

a whole, and should a member become sick after attending such a 

meeting, it certainly would. 

 

2 – Tradition 10 states that the AA name should never be drawn into 

public controversy. Reports are coming in from all over the country of 

members and groups being disbursed by police, some resulting in 

citations. These incidents could also further raise issues with our 11th 

Tradition of anonymity at the level of press, radio and films. 

 

Area 48 will continue to provide members and potential members with 

the most updated information as it is provided to us and we wish 

everyone to stay safe and healthy. 

mailto:aahmbny.org
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Delegate’s Report 

 

Greetings to all amid the strange and frightening world we’re in at the moment. I hope 

everyone is being safe, practicing social distancing, and being mindful of our Traditions 

as we figure out ways to stay close to the fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 

Our tech people and Records person have been working overtime (and doing a great job!) to 

maintain the list of closed and video/tele-conference meetings. Please be patient – 

they too need a break once in a while. 

 

Yesterday we held a “virtual” Delegate’s Day of Sharing via videoconference. I thought 

it went well.  There were about 60 “attendees” and we worked our way through the 

questionnaire that I put out in March in just under four hours. Lots of good feedback 

and ideas and it certainly helps me, along with the questionnaires that have been sent 

to me, to get a sense of the Area’s group conscience for a number of Conference 

agenda items. If you haven’t weighed in, the questionnaire is still on our website and 

can still be sent to me.  aahmbny.org  

 

The physical General Service Conference, originally scheduled for 4/18 - 4/25 in Rye 

Brook, was cancelled several weeks ago. The General Service Office and our Trustees 

have been working hard to figure out the logistics for holding it by videoconference. It 

has now been tentatively scheduled for May 16 – May 22, but the exact format, the 

complexity of dealing with Conference members in different time zones, how much 

business can or should be accomplished, and what are the priorities, are still being 

worked through, so there is no definitive answer at this time. 

 

I am disappointed that I will miss the “Conference experience”, but also realize that no matter how it 

plays out, the 70th General Service Conference will be historical in some manner. 

 

I will keep you updated as I get information – there is more to be revealed! 

 

In fellowship and service, 

Tad J, Panel 70 Delegate 

hmbdelegate@aahmbny.org 

mailto:aahmbny.org
mailto:hmbdelegate@aahmbny.org
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Area Chair Report 

It is history in the making like we have never seen before for Alcoholics Anonymous - and we are a part of it.  Crucial right now is 

the need for the hand of AA to be there, and for that we are all responsible. 

Little did I know when I left Fellowship Day on March 8th that so much would change in just two short weeks.  On March 9th I had 

the opportunity to visit District 4 for their monthly GSR meeting.  Guy accompanied me on that visit and together we found ser-

vice in full swing there.  On the 11th I headed back to the Hudson Valley to visit the District 7 GSR meeting and was blown away by 

the enthusiasm and participation I witnessed.  It was then that I learned NERD had been cancelled. The original plan had been to 

return to Albany for District 2’s GSR meeting on the 12th (which, by the way, turned out to be another very well attended and en-

thusiastic gathering) and then head east to Sturbridge the following morning.  What is it that’s said about the best laid plans of 

mice and men often go awry?  My hopes to visit all 18 districts by the end of June has now been waylaid and I’ve cancelled all 

future scheduled visits until further notice. 

I returned home on Friday the 13th and then had the opportunity to participate in my first ever virtual conference a few days lat-

er.  Who knew by the following week’s end I’d be zooming along like a pro.?  In early April, along with Tad, I plan to attend SENY’s 

virtual pre-conference assembly and possibly Central NY’s as well.  This will hopefully give us some guidance on how we might 

handle a similar virtual conference to replace our Delegate’s Day of Sharing.   

Although no final decision has been made regarding the May Assembly and the June Joy of Service Day, it is looking more and 

more likely that we will need to cancel, postpone or use a virtual venue to meet.  More on this will be revealed after we conduct 

the virtual meeting for Delegate’s Day and progress further into the month, so please stay tuned. 

For the time being, I have scheduled an informal virtual meeting for all trusted servants to provide updates, 

exchange ideas, express concerns and ask for help.  It is the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm.  

Please feel free to join us for that.  The link, phone number and password are provided following this report.  In order to cut down 

on zoom bombers, the waiting room is enabled, so using a recognizable first name and last initial will facilitate easy entry. 

The inability to gather for face-to-face meetings has presented many challenges, but none that are not surmountable.  Finally, 

many thanks and appreciation to Gretchen and Adam for all the behind the scenes work they have tirelessly performed to ensure 

the hand of AA will always be there when anyone, anywhere reaches out for help. 

In love & service,  Tammie E  Area 48, Panel 70       Area Chair/Alternate Delegate 

 

Area 48 Check In Virtual Conference 

Every month on the First Wed, until Sep 2, 2020, 5 occurrence(s) 

        May 6, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time 

        Jun 3, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time 

        Jul 1, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time 

        Aug 5, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time 

        Sep 2, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/349408103?pwd=Ty9hdzNJQnRUUks0TEE3YkQwZGxPUT09 

Meeting ID: 349 408 103 

Password: 758353 

One tap mobile 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

mailto:https://zoom.us/j/349408103?pwd=Ty9hdzNJQnRUUks0TEE3YkQwZGxPUT09
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Alt. Chair Report 

 

Best wishes to all in these changing times. More then ever as an Area we need to practice our principles in all our 
affairs. I've heard many districts right now are having  controversy about meetings, imagine we have different ideas, 
isn't this similar to what our founders went through? We will make it through this as our founders did  and we will 
learn valuable lessons if we keep our minds  open. We do have suggested guidelines how to best not become part of 
the problem. We still are working on Fellowship Day in June more information to follow as every day things change. 
Happy to say the a Convention Committee is coming together, still need a chair (help please), thanks  to all trusted 
servants trying to keep normalcy in these changing  times. Stay informed ,stay well, stay in service to your highest pow-
er and your fellows. 
 
Yours in service, Guy K., Alt. Area Chair 
 
 

 

AA Grapevine 

 

 

Grapevine and La Viña are here to help—for free!! 

Due to the current changing health situation, many AA meetings across the U.S. 
and Canada are finding it safer to close. To help members during this time, we 
are giving everyone free access to all of our 2020 Grapevine and La Viña is-
sues.  

(The audio to Grapevine’s stories will be available as well, so people can listen 
to the stories if they like.) Please share with your fellows.  

We have also included a link to our Youtube channel with some original audio 
stories as well as other important information. 

To enter, visit: 

 
www.aagrapevine.org/we-are-here-to-help 

https://www.aagrapevine.org/we-are-here-to-help
https://www.aagrapevine.org/we-are-here-to-help


 6 

Expense Reports Due by April 15th 

According to our Service Manual trusted servants of the area must submit their expense reports for all ex-

penses incurred during the first fiscal quarter (January - March) on or before April 15th of each year. 

Any late submissions must go through the Finance Committee for approval before I can send checks out for 

your expenses. 

Please submit your reports as soon as you can.  Here are the online forms to fill and a copy of the 2020  

budget: 

Standard expenses are filed here. 
Event expenses are filed here. 
Our approved budget for 2020 is found here. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy, and I 

look forward to receiving your submissions. 

 

Adam S., Area Treasurer 

 

Treasurer’s Report for March 2020 

Greetings!  First Quarter of 2020 has been a good one, we’ve managed to start spending off the excess wealth we have been accu-
mulating.  That means we are finding better ways to serve you!  Right now as it stands Kate our Finance Chair and I are working on 
revamping our bookkeeping setup in QuickBooks so that it makes it easier for us to track what’s being spent in real time at the area 
level versus what’s been allocated to be spent.  That’s going to be a huge win for us!  Also even though tax season has been extend-
ed, we have already sent our 2019 books to our tax professional.  Hopefully that’ll be done soon.  And finally we’ve upgraded our 
version of QuickBooks to the latest and greatest version so we can continue using the software with a support package included and 
also so that we have 3 licenses of the software instead of just one.  That gives myself and Kate our finance chair the opportunity to 
make changes to our system in a test environment before we duplicate those changes in our production copy.  Definitely another 
huge win for our team here at Area 48.  And lastly, I just wanted to make a friendly reminder that if your group is looking to setup 
online contributions during the current medical crisis please feel free to send me an email:  

treasurer@aahmbny.org.  I am here to help! 

 Stay healthy everyone! 
 Very truly yours,    Adam S—AREA 48 TREASURER 

 

NOTE about Treasurer’s Report—perhaps you have noticed that I have NOT been able to include the “real” treasurer’s 

report in the Newsletter for the past three months.  After much going back and forth and getting help from Thea, Adam, 

and Hawk, they have discovered that my old software is not compatible with Adam’s up-to-date software.  We are work-

ing on fixing this problem.  Please go to our website to review all the Treasurer’s Reports.  My apologies! 

Treasurer’s Report 

https://aahmbny.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14f1013d61c2d4c85cdaf5d9e&id=803e00d511&e=68b9189ac6
https://aahmbny.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14f1013d61c2d4c85cdaf5d9e&id=e751c84c6e&e=68b9189ac6
https://aahmbny.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14f1013d61c2d4c85cdaf5d9e&id=0b2280bbf6&e=68b9189ac6
mailto:treasurer@aahmbny.org
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CPC Report for March and April 

Hi All, I thought that CPC was getting off to a slow start but when I look at my note’s we are building the committee. I have been 

asked many questions and am grateful to have the literature to go to for the answers. Fellowship Day was productive. I had infor-

mation left over from our snowy Orientation Day and was able to give the folders to two more committee members that couldn’t 

make it to that event. At our roundtable we had three more committee chair members to welcome to our committees, as well as 

members without service commitments and the hope is that each District will elect a CPC, PI, or CPC/PI committee chair member. 

Public Information and Cooperation with the Professional Community joined at the round table to discuss the two committees. 

Members in new service positions acquainted themselves with one another and those without service commitments got a 

glimpse of what was potentially ahead of them. We discussed using the CPC and PI workbooks and pamphlets as guides to our 

outreach moving forward in our communities. Copies of district 13’s spreadsheet were given out to use as guides of how one dis-

tricts committee keeps track of where they have put pamphlet racks and what pamphlets they have used. Where would it be ap-

propriate to visit or revisit, bring a presentation. We discussed our Traditions of anonymity as they applied to dealing with profes-

sionals. It was suggested that at public events such as health fairs, pamphlets should appear unattended as it promotes the spirit 

of anonymity. We have 8 CPC, PI and CPCPI committee chair contacts and hope the committees continue to grow. Our Com-

mittee’s around the HMB Area are active. One district just finished with packets to law enforcement and attorneys, this was the 

first time they reached out to attorneys. Moving on to community service organizations that work with alcoholics and then mov-

ing on to the older alcoholics, senior centers and assisted living facilities. Happily, the meeting that started last year in a senior 

facility is still meeting. Another committee member that I met at the NERAASA roundtable is moving forward with information 

from the past CPC chair.  

The preceding report was written for the Newsletter report for March, I missed the deadline. And then COVID 19 broke loose. 

Everything changed in an instant. On Friday the 13th I was in a local hospital trying to retrieve our pamphlet rack that had been in 

the part of the hospital that was being renovated. Not being able to locate the rack, I asked at reception. I was then put in contact 

with the Sales Manager. I went into my car to talk because I was uncomfortable standing in the hospital, all the talk on the news 

was the early COVID 19 precautions. I called the manager and asked if moving forward may we please put up another rack and we 

began talking about AA., and my committee chair of CPC. This fascinated him and he wanted to know more. His questions were 

like a newscaster’s, Do I need those meetings? How did I get there? How do I meet with the professionals? I discussed the many 

pamphlets, hence the rack. The next morning, I get a call from him inviting me to come onto his radio program to explain to the 

professionals about who we are and who we aren’t. The next day the hospital was shut off to all nonessential people. So, this is 

on hold for now. Since then we were able to get our Ulster Hotline phone number (845) 331-6360 and Ulster County web site, 

Ulsterdistricts.aahmbny.org into a local newspaper to let the newcomer know to find a virtual meeting. This web address links to 

AAHMBNY.ORG and the meeting finder as it is today. CPC combined with district 7 treatment was able to share varied pamphlet 

packages with only 1 treatment center. They all had been sprayed with Lysol and left at the door with a wave. No other facilities 

would accept anything from the outside at this point. District 7 P.I. was able to speak with the manager of the radio station 

WBPM and sent a 1.06 min spot informing the public about how in A.A. our program is staying connected. This was an informa-

tional piece with our Ulster hotline number (845) 331- 6360 and the Ulster website ulsterdistricts.aahmbny.org  

P.I. and CPC will continue to keep in touch by conference calls every 4th Thursday at 7:30pm. Even though 

we are on hold with meetings and presentations with professionals we like to stay connected for the future of our committees, 

we hope to discuss Traditions, PSA’s, what we are and aren’t, go through the Workbook kits etc. Our call-in number is:  

1 857 232 0159 ID# 819630 All are welcome too join us. On our March conference-call we discussed the Delegates 

Questionnaire. Agenda Item A refers to discontinuing the pamphlet “A.A. in Your Community” we found it important to read the 

pamphlet “Speaking at Non – A.A. Meetings” before answering this question. I hope you are all well and I look forward to seeing 

you all in the future.  

 

Yours in Service, Sally K.    cpc@aahmbny.org  

mailto:ulsterdistricts.aahmbny.org
mailto:cpc@aahmbny.org
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Technology Committee/Webmaster Report 

 

Greetings Members: 

To say that March has been a busy month for technology at HMB would be a gross understatement. COVID-

19 and the crisis it has spawned has all of AA scrambling to adapt. 

 

First, for those that don’t know the General Service Conference, for the first time I know of, is not meeting in 

NY in their usual manner. They are going to be using technology to meet this year, I’m sure that you will hear 

more about that from our delegate.  Our April Area meeting is a victim of the social distances guidelines as is 

the 2020 International Convention of Alcoholics Anonymous. A great disappointment to may of us, including 

myself. As I type this, the convention center where we would have met is being used as an emergency 

hospital for COVID-19.  Meetings all over the country had to close temporarily in order to practice “social dis-

tancing” and try to slow the growth of the Virus. First there was the scramble and the decision on how to list 

the meetings that were temporarily closed, followed almost immediately by the question of how to set up 

online meetings and then how to list these meetings for our members. Here at HMB it was no different. We 

had to figure how to serve our members and provide them with a method to find the online meetings. My 

first instinct was that I would list them on the website, and I had Cathy send out a notice via our mailing list 

to send the information to the website email. As it turned out, I jumped the gun. I quickly realized that there 

was no efficient way to just start listing the meetings. Then Area Records, Gretchen and Area Treasurer  

Adam, came to the rescue. The most efficient method of listing the temporary closures and then the online 

meetings was through the meeting finder host on our website and also on the meeting guide. It took a little 

time and trial to finally figure out the best method to get that information and edit the list, so there were a 

couple of iterations of the method until finally settling on having groups use the group change form on the 

website. During this period, Gretchen and Adam did some remarkable work to get it all in place. 

 

As for the website, March 2020 was the highest volume ever. 16,970 logons 134% over 

February with 43,959 Page Views, up 160%, 1153 Unique sessions on March 22, up 205%. 

People were using the site to check out the meetings and reading the posts about COVID -19. 

We will continue to bring you news an=bout meetings and about the virus as we receive them. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Hawk, Area 48 Technology Chair     webmaster@aahmbny.org 

mailto:webmaster@aahmbny.org
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Treatment Chair 

 

 

I was recently contacted by a Treatment Chair in my local District asking about having 
meetings brought to clients by conference calls. I would like to ask you what your experi-
ence is, if any, in carrying the message to the facilities from remote locations. My initial 
thought was to allow them to do a call in to a Zoom meeting. Possibly a Speaker Meeting. 
Maybe the clients could ask questions by text, depending upon the facilities guidelines. 

If this interests you, please let me know and I will see if I can set something up at the Area 
level. Also, please respond if you have some experience with this. 

In Grateful Service, Kevin H-B Treatment Committee Chair 

  treatment@aahmbny.org 
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Area 48 Convention Report  

November 6-8, 2020—Oneonta, NY 

 

Although we are currently in a crisis, planning and preparation for your 2020 Area 48 Convention 

are taking place. Hopefully this health crisis will be under control and our lives will return to 

some form of normalcy. For now, we are proceeding with the assumption that our annual 

convention will take place. 

The Convention will be held Nov 6-8, at the Quality Inn, 5206 NY-23, Oneonta, NY. Rooms will 

be $79.00 per night + tax. We are currently working out the banquet arrangements and I can 

assure you that the prices will be reasonable. I will soon have a code available for those whom 

wish to make room reservations. 

We will have both mail-in and online reservations which will begin when we get closer to the 

date and are reasonably sure that the event will take place. 

In the meantime, we need help. We are looking for a Convention Chair, someone who will be 

the stick that stirs the pot. Who can co-ordinate the committees and oversee the event. It’s 

really a fun job and satisfying. We need an entertainment chair who can coordinate the Friday 

and Saturday evening events. We already have the Tamster’s acclaimed A.A. Jeopardy making 

an encore this year and the renowned comedy Duo of Cathy & Dolores ready to entertain us 

with a skit. The smart money is betting it’s about the Grapevine. We need a Greeter Chair, 

someone who can schedule shifts for the people who volunteer to be greeters and we need 

some folks to help Matt E. at the registration desk, handing out the packet’s and taking walk in 

registrations. 

Hospitality can use your help. Brenda and Cindy are looking for food and cash contributions for 

the hospitality room. You might find this hard to believe, but alcoholics drink a loooooot of 

coffee. They also need volunteers to take shifts to help keep the counters stacked with all those 

food goodies, some even healthy. If your group wishes to donate or you wish to volunteer 

contact us at HMBConventio@aahmbny.org. Once we have a post office box and are setup for online 

contributions, they will be posted on the website at aahmbny.org. 

Your DCMs will be contacted by Dave SA. looking for people to speak, moderate and time the 

various panels and workshops we will be presenting. if you are interested, contact your DCMs 

and let them know. 

Anyone interested in volunteering or for more information, contact us at 

HMBConvention@aahmbny.org. 

We will soon have a convention page on the website to keep you informed. aahmbny.org  

mailto:HMBConvention@aahmbny.org
mailto:aahmbny.org
mailto:HMBConvention@aahmbny.org
mailto:aahmbny.org
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Past Delegates and Email Addresses 

Background:   

Currently, when our delegate rotates out of their position, they turn over the email account to the next delegate 
rotating in.  After rotating out, past delegates often continue to serve in many capacities for Area 48 - on ad hoc 
committees and in round table discussions. In addition, they also serve the Northeast Region at NERAASA and NERF 
where they continue to identify as a “Area 48, Panel XX, Past Delegate”.  Not only do they have to use their person-
al email addresses for AA business, they also lose many of their contacts that they acquired while serving as dele-
gate. 

Further, the incoming delegate, (prior to January 1) receives a plethora of information regarding their new position 
that gets sent to the chair email, which they then have to clean out and/or forward to their new delegate email ad-
dress before transitioning. If a new delegate’s email is created right after the Election Assembly, then all pertinent 
delegate information can then be streamlined directly with no transfer issues. 

Cost:   

No Cost.  Our website status, as a non-profit entity, allows us an unlimited number of emails at no additional 
charge. 

Proposal:  

That delegate emails be changed to include the panel they serve on and when they rotate out they keep their email 
address and a new email address be created for the incoming delegate. In addition, any past delegates who contin-
ue to remain active in Area and NE business may request and be issued an email to use for this. The email account 
will be deactivated either, 1) upon the past delegate’s request, or 2) upon their death. 

Each email issued would read as follows:   panelxxdelegate@aahmbny.org – (xx being the panel number they 
served on). For our current delegate, it would be:  Panel70delegate@aahmbny.org  

 

Respectfully submitted:   Cathy P.,  Area 48 Newsletter Editor       newsletter@aahmbny.org  

  

Proposals 

mailto:newsletter@aahmbny.org
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Travel Reimbursement for AA Members asked to Serve at Area Events 

Background:  

Area Chairs and Delegates frequently ask members of AA in our Area to fulfill roles at Area Meetings.  These 

AA members, frequently Past Delegates, Past DCMs, or Past Area Committee Chairs, may have no current 

Area positions and so, are not eligible to have their travel reimbursed.  I am proposing that a new budget line 

be added to the Area’s budget to reimburse the travel expenses of any AA member who is asked by the Area 

Chair or Delegate to assume a role at an Area event, but is not eligible to have her or his travel reimbursed 

through other AA means. 

Cost:        $750.00 

Proposal: 

To include a Travel Expense budget line, in the amount of $750.,  for any AA member who has been asked to 

take on a role at an Area event but is not eligible for expense reimbursement through other AA means. 

 

Respectfully submitted:   Cathy P.,  Area 48 Newsletter Editor       newsletter@aahmbny.org  

 

 

 

 

Start Receiving Online Contributions on our Public Facing Website 

 

I propose that effective immediately we at HMB Area 48 should start accepting online contributions on our public 

facing website (aahmbny.org).  Our digital basket should be open to all alcoholics with a desire to stop drinking, and it 

should be reserved just to that class.  In order to keep with traditions, we’ll have to first make sure the donor con-

firms that they are an alcoholic. Also, we’ll want to ask for a group name and number in case this is a group dona-

tion.  Debit, credit and ACH should be the minimum of accepted payment types. We’ll want to accept both one-time 

only and recurring payments. And we’ll need to make sure that receipts are sent via postage, email or both.  

Adam S., HMB Area 48 Treasurer        treasurer@aahmbny.org 

mailto:newsletter@aahmbny.org
mailto:treasurer@aahmbny.org
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Payment for Online Purchases—Privacy.com 

 

I am requesting the option of using an online service called Privacy.com as the preferred method of payment for 

online purchases made here at the area. Privacy.com is an online payment platform that allows me as the account 

owner to generate virtual debit cards on demand. These virtual cards can be given spending limits (per charge, per 

month, per year or total), they can be made for either single or repeated use, they can be put on pause or closed com-

pletely, they are great for keeping track of purchases and disputing fraudulent charges, and they work on most web-

sites. 

One key benefit of using Privacy.com over our physical debit card is that as the account owner I can limit how much a 

trusted servant is able to spend out of our bank account since the bank account information is never disseminated and 

the virtual debit cards I create will be given spending limits. The other key benefit I can think of for using Privacy.com 

as our preferred method of payment online is that it limits how much money any given online merchant has access to 

from our bank account. That way if an online merchant decides to try and run away with our information or they get 

hacked the damage is minimized. 

As a rule of thumb, here at the area we would generate a unique virtual debit card for every service we pay for. This 

way we have the granularity we need to manage each service we pay for separately.  The base version of this product 

is free for us because they make money the same way credit card companies make money, which is to charge the 

merchant a fee instead of the payee. There is also a $10/month and a $25/month version of the software that we can 

investigate if we so choose. 

Since Privacy.com is a financial technology (fintech) company, they are required by law to meet strict security guide-

lines including the same standards required at a brick and motor bank. You can read more about this company’s secu-

rity policies here:   https://privacy.com/security. 

You can read more about their legal policies at the following links: 

https://privacy.com/terms  

https://privacy.com/privacy-policy 

https://privacy.com/cookie-policy 

https://privacy.com/ach 

 

Adam S., HMB Area 48 Treasurer          treasurer@aahmbny.org          

https://privacy.com/securityC:/Users/Cathy/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://privacy.com/termsC:/Users/Cathy/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://privacy.com/privacy-policyC:/Users/Cathy/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://privacy.com/cookie-policyC:/Users/Cathy/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://privacy.com/ach
mailto:treasurer@aahmbny.org
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Start Using Software Called DonorBox 

I am requesting that effective immediately we start using an online software product called DonorBox on our public 
facing website (aahmbny.org) in order to start accepting online contributions from our membership, and that the 
link to our DonorBox page be placed prominently on each page of our website (e.g. it could be placed as a button on 
the homepage and a link in our navigation menu) so that users find it easy and intuitive to send us donations. 

DonorBox is an online donations service that allows our membership to send us online payments on one-time, 

monthly, quarterly and yearly bases.  It allows us to accept debit card, credit card and ACH payments. It allows us to 

receive group name and number information, and also require that donors confirm that they are members of Alco-

holics Anonymous before making a donation.  The DonorBox form is easily embedded into our existing website, so 

users are not redirected to a separate website in order to make donations. All donations are then sent to our treas-

urer’s Stripe account which will then send all monies received to our bank account.  Here’s the price structure of 

DonorBox: 

Donations raised in a month                    DonorBox Fees                   Stripe Processing Fees 

$   999.                                                        $   0                    $  30. 

$ 3,000.  $  45.                  $  87. 

$ 10,000                             $ 250.                                  $ 190. 

 
DonorBox also has a formal privacy policy as well as a terms and conditions statement, which can be found here: 

https://donorbox.org/privacy                                             https://donorbox.org/terms  

Adam S., HMB Area 48 Treasurer      treasurer@aahmbny.org 

https://donorbox.org/privacy
https://donorbox.org/terms
mailto:treasurer@aahmbny.org
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AREA 48 WEBSITE SUBMISSIONS GUIDELINES 

 

In addition to informing the public about AA in Area 48, our website also provides AA members with 

various services such as current Area business and reports, service committee reports, events 

happening around the Area, anonymous emails for any member in service (district or area), links to 

AA literature, links to district newsletters and websites, and a meeting finder.  

Any district wishing to utilize the newsletter and/or website services is expected to post only content 

that adheres to the Area 48 Service Manual and to AA’s 12 Traditions. Following is a list of dos and 

don’ts to keep in mind when submitting material to be posted, either as a district newsletter link or on 

the district’s individual website.  

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS  

 

It is not the intent of the Area to oversee or designate to the individual districts what they can and 

cannot publish in their newsletters. It is a matter of autonomy and each district is free to set their own 

guidelines. However, once the content is submitted to the Area website, it needs to adhere to the 

Area guidelines in order to be posted.  

 

DOS 

 

• Use anonymous emails for contact information when publishing event flyers or announcements.  

• Any use of phrases, sentences or brief paragraphs excerpted from AA conference approved literature 

must include the proper credit line as follows: Reprinted from (name of publication and page number) with 

permission of AA World Services, Inc.  

• Use of the AA Preamble or any Grapevine article must include the credit line as follows: “Copyright © 

(month, year) A.A. Grapevine, Inc. Reprinted with permission.”  

 

DON’TS  

 

 No personal phone numbers, addresses or personal emails.  

 No paid advertising 

 No references or links to any non-AA material. 

 

Anonymous emails are provided free of charge by Area 48 for any member performing 

service at either district or area level. Contact webmaster@aahmbny.org to explore 

options and set up appropriate email addresses. At the very least, it is suggested that 

each district has a functions email address (ex: district1functions@aahmbny.org) for 

use on event flyers and announcements. 

mailto:webmaster@aahmbny.org

