
DISTRICT 18 NEWS 
Area 48 Website for meeting lookup, upcoming events & info: aahmbny.org 

District 18 Business Meeting 
Blooming Grove Reformed Church, 

706 Bloomingrove Drive 
Rensselaer, NY  12144 

The next meeting will be held October 17, 2019 at 6:30pm 

Meeting Minutes - September 19, 2019 

ATTENDEES: Linda A., Paul P, Jen D, Kerri B, Bob W, Tom P, Kevin McN, Paul M, Mike M, 
Andrea A, Marilyn L, Pam D, Barb, Paul D, Pam R, Rich F, Gene, and Mike C. 

I. Opened the meeting at 6:31pm with the Serenity Prayer
II. Alt DCM read Tradition 9 and Concept IX
III. Members introduced themselves.
IV. Seventh Tradition basket passed around.
V. Upcoming Events and Meeting Changes. Please see attachments for more information!

a. A new meeting starts October 4 at 11pm on 24 Circular Street, Saratoga. The George Street Group
in Green Island, a speaker meeting, is changing its starting time to 7pm effective October 2.

b. District 1 is having a Grapevine Fest 9am-12pm on October 5 at 45 Colvin Avenue, Albany. If
interested, please contact Christy at 518-729-9133 or district1grapevine@aahmb.org.

c. The Fall HMB Area 48 Assembly will be held 9am-3pm on October 5 in Peru (not the Peru with
llamas). Votes on eight proposals and the 2020 budget. GSRs are encouraged to participate. Group
conscience agreed to leave the District 18 votes to the DCM's decision.

d. The HMB Area 48 Convention is Nov. 1-3 at the Red Lion Hotel, Wolf Road, Albany (not the
Albany in Georgia). Volunteer work is fun and much appreciated.

e. A Big Book Step Workshop: A Design for Living that Really Works will be held November 8-10
at Christ the King Episcopal Church, 3021 State Route 213, Stone Ridge NY.  If interested, please
contact Martha at 845-255-1676 or AAworkshopNP@gmail.com.

f. The HMB Area 48 Fellowship Day will be held 9am-3:30pm on November 16 in Schenectady
(address on flyer).

g. The HMB Area 48 Orientation Day (to learn more about service positions) will be held 9am-3pm
January 18 at First Methodist Church, 400 N George Street, Rome NY.

September 2019

http://aahmbny.org/
mailto:district1grapevine@aahmb.org.T
mailto:AAworkshopNP@gmail.com
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VI. GSR Group Reports
Surrender, Acceptance & Gratitude Group: Rick C, new GSR, not present. Per Bob W, meeting is

doing well.
Yankee Doodle Beginners’ Group: Tom M, not present. Per Paul D, attendance has dropped off

slightly. Meeting needs women with experience – there are new women showing up fairly 
frequently. 

Fresh Start Group: Kevin, not present.  
Soggy Tuesday Group: Rich F: Doing well, good topics. 20-25 people attending on average. 
Nassau Tuesday Night Step Group: Bob W: AA is alive and well in Nassau on Tuesday night. Per 

Linda, meeting is celebrating an anniversary this month: 30 years on September 30th. 
Original Clinton Heights Tuesday Night Group: Ginny E, not present. Per Barb, lately there’s been a 

dozen people attending each week. Meeting is going well.  
Share at Noon Wednesday Group: Needs GSR.  No report. 
Blue Teapot Wednesday Big Book Group: Nicole, not present. No report.  
Nassau Wednesday Night Women’s Group: Pam D: Doing very well. Good fellowship. Offers coffee, 

tea and chocolate.  
Set Aside Wednesday Group: Dick E emailed report. Meeting is full, 30-45 people. Many newcomers 

every week. 
Rensselaer Wednesday Night Group: Kevin M: Had been a base group of 3 or so people for years, 

now has base of 6. Newcomers now and then. Lots of time for everyone to share.  
Hampton Manor Thursday Group: Rich F: Going well. 15 people or so. Meeting goes through the 

entire Big Book.  
Late Bloomers’ Thursday Big Book Group: John G: Attendance varies between 8 and 12-15 people. 

Doing fine but could use some support.  
New Lebanon Thursday Group: Needs GSR. No report.   
Out to Lunch Bunch Friday Group: Paul M: Good number of people attending. Based on book “As 

Bill Sees It”. Sharing at the meeting is kept tightly related to that literature. Doing well.  
Caring and Sharing Friday Night Group: Mike M: Meeting is doing fine.  
Near Noon Saturday Group: Mary, not present. No report.  
Hour of Power Saturday Group: Kerri B: Same group of people. Very familiar little meeting in the 

cornfield.  
Late Bloomers’ Saturday Night Candlelight Group: Needs GSR. Barb is the contact person. 

Attendance varies anywhere from 6-17 people. Some sober bowlers who have a league on Sat. 
night may start coming in. Per Linda, the meeting is back online.  

Primary Purpose Sunday Group: Needs GSR. Laura C. is the contact person. Per Jen D, group is 
doing pretty well, anywhere from 8 to 15 people attending. 

Light for Dark Places Group: Marilyn: 18 is an average count for attendance. A lot of new people 
lately who are staying. Group established in 1980 has an anniversary on November 1.  

Castleton Carry the Message Group: Pam R: Good group, consistent attendance. 

Please print a copy of the newsletter for groups without GSRs that you attend. 

VII DCM - Linda A. 

a. Brought back from the Election Assembly copies of the “2019 Final Conference Report”
available for GSR and group use.

b. Only meeting NOT online is Sunday afternoon (1:30pm) Primary Purpose group. John E will be
contacting Adam to see if he can get it online. Linda encouraged all GSRs to check their
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meetings online to verify details, note any errors in info. Soon the info will be used to create the 
2020 meeting schedule books! 

c. Upcoming Area convention organizers asked to borrow District 18’s 3 large coffee pots for the 
convention’s 3-day event.  Quick vote/group conscience – all in favor. Paul M said he can help 
deliver coffee pots to where they need to go. Please pass the word that there will be a 
Halloween contest Friday night of the convention. On both Friday and Saturday evenings there 
will be music, AA Jeopardy, and Family Feud. The Panels chair is looking for District 18 
members to share on the Panels and in the Workshops – please email Linda if interested: 
(district18dcm@aahmbny.org).  

d. Registration for the International Convention in July 2020 in Detroit is open. Paul M has a flyer.  
e. Linda attended the Election Assembly on September 8, 2019. It was great! She brought enough 

copies of the “2019 Final Report” from the Conference Don attended for distribution to GSRs. 
Linda also has monthly district/group contribution reports to the Area. 
 

VIII ALT. DCM - Paul P. 
a. The Set Aside Group has a spot sharing at the Area convention at 5:00pm on November 2. 

Topic: There is a Solution. 
b. Hotels in the area around the international convention are booking up, so if there’s interest, 

people should book soon. 
 
IX TREASURER - Tom P. 

a. See written report for July and August. Ending balance $2,104.58 less 
prudent reserve ($700.00) leaves $1,404.58 available. 

 
X CORRECTIONS - Rich F.  

a. A bit of a lull now with people volunteering to speak in the jail. Per Bob W, a steady handful of 
people go in Friday nights at 6:30p.m. 

 
XI TREATMENT - Mike McB. 

a. Doing very well. Still going into St. Mary’s Treatment Center in Troy every 3rd and 5th Tuesday 
of the month. Welcoming new speakers always. People in treatment there are very appreciative. 
Come see Mike if anyone wants to go in. Or email: mjmnote@gmail.com. 

b. Mike asked the group to approve $63.72 to cover literature request for St. Mary’s and St. Peter’s 
(detox). Per group, we have many leftover meeting schedules we can donate too. Rich F 
recommended using money allocated to Corrections since they have trouble getting literature 
into the jail. Motion to do so approved. 

 
XII PI / CPC – Open position 

a. Thank you, Kevin Q, for your service. 
 
XIII BRIDGING THE GAP - Tom McM.  

a. Not present. Submitted report that there have been no contacts. 
 
XIV ACCESSIBILITY - Paul P. 

a. “Everything has been accessible!” 
 
XV FUNCTIONS - Pam DeC.  

a. Functioning well. Will be working with Alkathon chair Rich F on inventory. 
 

mailto:mjmnote@gmail.com
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XVI RECORDS / ARCHIVIST – John E. 
a. Not present.

XVII GRAPEVINE - Open position. 
a. Thank you, Paul M, for your service.

XVIII NEWSLETTER EDITOR – Kevin McN 
a. Please report any errors or omissions or offer suggestions to improve the newsletter to

hkmcneelege@hotmail.com. Siempre feliz de recibir comentarios.

XIX CDCO LIAISON - Fred F. 
a. Not present. Per Linda DCM, CDCO has donated $200 “scholarships” to each of the five

districts it serves (Districts 1, 2, 14, 17, and 18) to allow those who can’t afford to attend the
convention to do so. Linda has had two people approach her about them. Per Mike M, some
people from halfway houses are interested in the scholarships. Anyone interested, please
contact Linda at district18dcm@aahmbny.org.

XX OLD BUSINESS 
a. Halloween Dance: Per Linda and agreed by the group, Halloween Dance 2018 didn’t have the

best attendance. No one has stepped up to volunteer to be chairperson. Per group conscience,
Halloween Dance will not occur this year.

b. Alkathon 2019: Rich F is chairing event. Per Linda, Jeff Erwin, a contact at Blooming Grove
Church, has reserved the church from 6pm on November 27 to 6pm on November 28 for the
event. Group conscience approved $250 donation to Bloomingrove Church for the event. Linda
will email a sign-up list for GSRs to take to their meetings for speaking during meeting slots,
which will be held at the odd hours, first meeting starting at 7pm on November 27. Barb has
volunteered to take the 11pm slot, and Desi will cover from 1am through early morning on
November 28.  Rich F needs a list of supplies Pam to help with that. Someone will reach out to
John E to ask for the template for food/supply donations. This is a pot-luck affair.

XXI NEW BUSINESS 
a. (that same silence when the chair asks for topics in a discussion meeting)

XXII MEMBER AND GROUP ANNIVERSARIES (September) 

Ed C. 35 years 
Vicky W 35 years 
Anne S 22 years 
Kyle 21 years 

Rich C 16 years 
Fran H 13 year 
Anthony 12 years 
Tony H 8 years 

Dave G 8 years 
Dave C 3 years 

Please email October anniversaries to: district18dcm@aahmbny.org 

On a motion, the meeting closed at 7:48pm with the Responsibility Pledge. 

“I am responsible when anyone, anywhere reaches out for help. I want the Hand of AA always to be 

there and for that I am responsible.” 

mailto:district18dcm@aahmbny.org
mailto:district18dcm@aahmbny.org
mailto:district18dcm@aahmbny.org
mailto:trict18dcm@aahmbny.org
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Group    Treasurers     and group members: Your donations help keep AA alive in your district and our 
Area 48 and support the work of the Capital District Central Office (CDCO) and the General 
Service Office. Please consider donating. 

DISTRICT 18 HMB AREA ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 188 RT. 30 #114 
EAST GREENBUSH, NY 12061 118 POLAR PLAZA 
AMSTERDAM, NY 12010 

GENERAL SERVICE OFFICE CDCO 
P.O. BOX 459 11 COMPUTER DRIVE WEST 
GRAND CENTRAL STATION SUITE 100 
NEW YORK, NY 10163 ALBANY, NY 12205 

Please visit the CDCO to purchase AA books and pamphlets as well as month and year medallions. 
The CDCO office hours are on their website: aaalbanyny.org. 

The DISTRICT 18 24/7 HOTLINE NUMBER IS 518-463-0906. 

If you are interested in serving your district, there are several service positions open: 

ALTERNATE SECRETARY
PI/CPC CHAIR 
GRAPEVINE CHAIR

http://aaalbanyny.org/
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DISTRICT 18 TREASURER MONTHLY REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 2019 

Beginning Balance - $1268.52 

INCOME 

7/3   – Donation from – Tuesday Night Nassau Step Group $  50.00 
7/15 – Summer Bash Proceeds $944.25 
7/17 -  Cash from Summer Bash’s Cash Box $200.00 
7/18 -  District 18 Meeting 7th Tradition Donations $  10.00 
7/22 – Returned Security Deposit for Town Park Pavilion $100.00 

Total Income $1304.25 

EXPENSES 
7/8   – Check#681 Jacksons Old Chatham House (Summer Bash Meat) $163.19 
7/11 - Check#682 Summer Bash Cash Box  $200.00 
7/15 – Check#683 Blooming Grove Church Chair/Table Rental $  40.00 
7/18 – Check#684 John E for DJ Appreciation (Summer Bash) $  50.00 
7/18 – Reimbursement to Late Bloomers BB Group for Coffee Supplies $  10.00 

Total Expenses - $468.19 

Ending Balance - $2104.58 
Prudent Reserve - -$700.00 
Available Funds $1404.58 

Prepared by Tom P. 
September 17, 2019



H-M-B AREA 48
Tentative Agenda 

FAll AssEMBly 
9:00 am – 10:00 am Meet & Greet Coffee Hour 

OCTOBER 5, 2019 
9:00AM – 3:00PM 
HOsTEd By AdiROndACk ClusTER 
10:00 am – 10:15 am Opening, Treasurer & Secretary Reports 

disTRiCTs 5, 10, 13, & 19  
PERu COMMuniTy CHuRCH FEllOWsHiP HAll
10:15 am – 12:00 pm Budget Presentation & Voting on Proposals* 

13 ElM sT, PERu, ny
gRillin’ & CHillin’ 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Lunch – Grillin’ & Chillin’ 

is BACk! 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Area Reports (pending time for all proposals)** 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Voting on Proposals (continued)*  
*All proposals & 2021 proposed budget can be found in the current newsletter or at:
aahmbny.org/october-assembly-proposals/

**Allotted time – 2 minutes each and please have a written report to submit to secretary





HMB Area 48 Convention
Our Big Book: 80 Years, 71 Languages

AAHMBNY.ORG/CONVENTION

November 1-3, 2019
Red Lion Hotel
205 Wolf Road
Albany, NY

Hotel Reservations
$99/night
1-800-733-5466
www.tinyurl.com/HMB2019
Group Code: HMBA2019

Mail Completed Forms to:
2019 HMB Convention

P.O. Box 742
Albany, NY 12201

Registrations should be 
post-marked by 
October 15, 2019

Questions?
2019Convention@aahmbny.org

Name:

Phone: City:

Anniversary: Area: District:

Name on Badge: 

Registration
Pre-Registration: $20
On-Site Registration: $TBD

Email:

AA
Al-Anon

Other

I am willing to:
Speak on a panel
Lead a workshop
Be a timer/moderator
Be a greeter
Volunteer (anywhere)
Long-timers panel (25+yrs)

 Accessibilities Requests (ASL, Spanish interpretation, etc)

Registration: $ _20____

Scholarship Donation: $ ________

Prime Rib $44   
Chicken $34   
Vegetarian $34

Total Enclosed: $ ________

Banquet: $ ________

Friday Registration opens at 4pm 
Kick-off Speaker | Entertainment

Saturday Meetings | Panels | Workshops | Al-Anon | Banquet 
Keynote Speaker | Entertainment 

Sunday Ask-it Basket
Spiritual Speaker Meeting
Conference Closes at noon

Banquet
Prime Rib roasted with rose-
mary, peppercorns, & garlic

Mediterranean Chicken grilled 
chicken breast, marinate toma-
toes, basil, balsamic glaze

Vegetarian Cannelloni with 
spinach, kale, cheese, & toma-
to sauce

All options include salad, 
sides, bread, beverages, & 

dessert







HMB Area 48HMB Area 48
2019 Fellowship Day | All AAs Are Welcome!

The Spirit of Service, Recovery, & Unity

St Georges Episcopal Church
30 N Ferry St | Schenectady, NY 12305

Hosted by the Central Cluster [Districts 4, 8, 14]

Saturday | November 16, 2019 | 9am-3:30pm

For ALL AA members in a Group, District or Area Committee | Meet with the

fellow servants throughout the Area to work through concerns & projects in your

District & share what’s working in your committee throughout the Area.

Service Spotlight | The Treatment & Public Information (PI) Committees will

each be hosting a one hour panel discussion on their recovery & spiritual

growth through their service committee - & how you can carry the message too!

Coffee, Breakfast, & Fellowship 9 - 10am | 7th Tradition Lunch noon




