
MINUTES –  October 5, 2019 

 

HMB Area 48 - Voting Assembly for 2020 Budget/Proposals, Peru, NY 
 

 

 

Call to Order – Tad J. 

 

Meeting was called to order by Area Chair, Tad J. at 10:00 am.  The Serenity Prayer was recited. 

 

There were 54 people who signed in to the Area Assembly, including seven (7) newcomers to Area 

service. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Diane R.  

 

A motion was made and seconded to approved the Treasurer’s Report for September 2019, available 

fund balance of $23,053.29.  Approved. 

 

Secretary’s Minutes – Cathy P.   

 

A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the Minutes of September 8, 2019.  A 

motion was made and seconded to approve the Minutes of September 8, 2019.  Approved. 

 

International Convention 2020 – Tad J. 

 

Tad indicated that there would be a 2020 International Convention NE Regional Hospitality Suite and 

asked if we wanted to support this endeavor.  After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to 

participate/support and we will finalize details at the November 16th, 2019 Fellowship Day being held 

in Schenectady.  Approved. 

 

Registrar - Adam  

 

Dec. 1 is the hard deadline for changes to the Meeting Schedule. 

 

Point of Order – Area Chair informed the group who was eligible to vote during the Assembly. 

 

2020 Proposed Budget -  Alternate Treasurer – Jeannie  

 

The 2020 Proposed Budget was read by the Alt. Treasurer.  There was a question: under the heading 

Expenses/Committee Chairs and Others Allocations, who exactly receives Meeting Books.  Jeannie 

explained that six chairs receive meeting books:  TF, CF, BTG, PI, CPC, ACC.  There were two typos 

that were addressed with a Friendly Amendment.  Under Other Expenses:  HMB Meeting Schedules 

for Committee Chairs (250 ea) equals $750, not $800.  1800 Additional HMB Meeting Schedule 

Books (Seed Money) should read $900, not $850. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the 2020 Budget with the two changes, via Friendly 

Amendment.  Approved. 
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Proposals 1, 2 and 3 (submitted by Ad Hoc Committee for Surplus Funds) were read by Don W, 

DCM, District 17, member of Ad Hoc Committee.  He informed the group that the reason for the three 

proposals was to decrease some of the excess money that the Area has. 

 

Proposal 1 - Service Workshop  

 

There was discussion about who initiates the Service Workshop.  The answer was that the Cluster 

does the initiation.  A Friendly Amendment was made to indicate that the Service Workshop 

disbursement is a one time event (not annually).  After discussion, a motion was made and seconded 

to approve Proposal I: Service Workshop, with Friendly Amendment indicating it is a one-time event 

for the 2020 calendar only.  Approved. 

 

Proposal 2:  Scholarship 

 

A question was raised as to whether the Scholarship was a one-time event or every year.  Group was 

informed that this Scholarship is for every year.  A Friendly Amendment was made to delete the third 

bullet (DCMs and alt DCMs are not eligible, as districts should already by providing funds for these 

events.) and replace with:  Anyone is eligible who is not already funded by their district or group.   

After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve Proposal 2: Scholarship, with Friendly 

Amendment.  Approved. 

 

Proposal 3:  Mandatory Contribution 

 

A question was raised as to whether the Mandatory Contribution was a one-time event or every year.  

Group was informed that the Mandatory Contribution is for every year. A Friendly Amendment was 

made to change the amount to $15,000 rather than $20,000.  Friendly Amending was not accepted. 

After discussion, a motion was made to Call the Question. A motion was made and seconded to 

approve Proposal 3: Mandatory Contribution.  Approved. 

 

Proposal 4:  Literature Chair Position – Submitted by Cathy P., Area Secretary and Bill W., 

Past Delegate 

 

Proposal 4 was read by Cathy P.  After discussion, a Friendly Amendment was made:  Under 

Responsibilities, remove “- All persons on the Literature account are required to have minimum of 3-5 

years of sobriety.” and replace it with: “- All persons on the Literature account should have a solid 3-5 

years of sobriety.”  There was discussion as to whether this position should be voted on by the 

District Literature Chairs or appointed by the Area Chair.  As the Election Assembly had already taken 

place last month, under the Service Manual, this position is appointed for 2020 by the Area Chair. A 

motion was made and seconded to approve Literature Chair Position, with the Friendly Amendment.  

Approved. 
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HMB Area Convention – Convention Chair – Dana – District 1 

 

The Convention Chair encouraged everyone to pre-register for the Convention being held on Nov. 1-

3, 2019 in Albany.  There are 138 pre-registered so far, with District 1 having the most registrations.  

She asked that people sign up for greeters, hospitality, meetings, etc.  There is plenty of service that 

needs to be done. 

 

Proposal 5:  Guidelines on Financial Accounts for Area Hosted Events   – Submitted by 

Finance Committee (Jeanne – Alt. Treasurer, Diane – Area Treasurer – Bill W. Past Delegate – 

Deb D. Past DCM – Cathy P. Area Secretary) 

 

A Friendly Amendment was made to replace “ – All persons on the account are required to have a 

minimum of 5 years of sobriety” with : “- All persons on the account should have a solid 3-5 years of 

sobriety.”  After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve Proposal 5:  Guidelines on 

Financial Accounts for Area Hosted Events, with the Friendly Amendment.  Approved. 

 

Proposal 6:  Modification of the Alternate Treasurer Position Description   -  Submitted by 

Finance Committee (Jeanne – Alt. Treasurer, Diane – Area Treasurer – Bill W. Past Delegate – 

Deb D. Past DCM – Cathy P. Area Secretary)  

 

A Friendly Amendment was made to replace “ – All persons on the account are required to have a 

minimum of 5 years of sobriety” with : “- All persons on the account should have a solid 3-5 years of 

sobriety.”  After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve Proposal 6: Modification of 

the Alternate Treasurer Position Description, with the Friendly Amendment.  Approved. 

 

Proposal 7:  Modification of the Grapevine Chair Position Description - Description   -  

Submitted by Finance Committee (Jeanne – Alt. Treasurer, Diane – Area Treasurer – Bill W. 

Past Delegate – Deb D. Past DCM – Cathy P. Area Secretary)  

 

A Friendly Amendment was made to replace “ – All persons on the Grapevine account are required to 

have a minimum of 3-5 years of sobriety” with : “- All persons on the account should have a solid 3-5 

years of sobriety.”  After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve Proposal 7:   

Modification of the Grapevine Chair Position Description, with the Friendly Amendment.  Approved.   

 

Proposal 8:  HMB Newsletter Distribution Method Change – Submitted by Pat R., Area 

Newsletter 

 

A correction was made by Pat: under Background:  the newsletter currently goes out to 190 people, 

not 200.  After discussion, someone Called the Question, Proposal 8, with the correction, was not 

approved. 
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Delegate Report – Don S. 

 

Don talked a little about 2022 NERAASA (Northeast Region AA Service Assembly) 

 

Area Chair Report – Tad 

 

Informed group that he had visited District 19 and hoped to attend any District he has not visited by 

year’s end. 

 

Alternate Chair Report – Tammie 

 

As the new Area Chair for next year, she is working with Guy who will be the new Alternate Chair 

putting together a Tentative 2020 Schedule and they hope to have that Tentative Schedule at the 

next Fellowship Day in November. 

 

Bridging the Gap – Hawk 

 

BTG is going through transition, with Matt from District 8 taking over for next year. 

 

CPC - Marcia and PI - Sally 

 

They are having good conference calls.  Sally will be the new CPC Chair for next year.  There are 

some PSA’s but they are becoming obsolete.   Where are still not carrying the message., gas 

stations, coffee shops, laundromats, post office bulletin boards, liquor store, etc.  PI and CPC will 

have a table at the Convention. 

 

Corrections – Mike 

 

There will be a Corrections Workshop on Oct. 17 held by Districts 9 and 12. 

 

Grapevine – Chrissy 

 

Getting everything ready to hand everything over to Dolores, new Grapevine Chair for 2020.  Looking 

for volunteers at Grapevine table at the Convention. 

 

Treatment – Steve 

 

Has lost some chairs.  Let him know if you need anything.  Will be attending Fellowship Day in 

Schenectady. 
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Newsletter – Pat R. 

 

Looking for stories, puzzles, etc.  He may not fold the Newsletter anymore for mailing. 

 

Records – Adam 

 

Reminded everyone that Dec. 1 is the hard deadline for Meeting Book changes. 

 

Thanks - Tad thanked the hosts of this Area Assembly.  It was a great Chillin’ and Grillin’ event. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 2:25 pm. 

 

The Responsibility Pledge was recited. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Cathy P. 

Area 48 Secretary 

secretary@aahmbny.org 

518-622-3423      
   

mailto:secretary@aahmbny.org

