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 AA Principles of the Month 

Step 8 - Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to make amends to them all. 

Tradition 8 – Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional, but our service centers may employ    spe-

cial workers. 

Concept 8 - The trustees are the principal planners and administrators of overall policy and finance. They have         cus-

todial oversight of the separately incorporated and constantly active services, exercising this through their ability to elect 

all the directors of these entities. 

Concept VIII Checklist: 

Do we understand the relationship between the two corporate 

service entities 

(A.A. World Services, Inc., the A.A. Grapevine) and the General Ser-

vice Board? 

How can the business term “custodial oversight” apply to the 

trustees’ relationship to the two corporate service entities? 

Does my home group subscribe to G.S.O.’s bimonthly newsletter 

Box 4-5-9? The A.A.Grapevine? Do I? 

Hudson Mohawk Berkshire Area 48 www.aahmbny.org 

 

 

Tradition 8 Checklist 

1. Is my own behavior accurately described by the Traditions? If not, what needs 

changing? 

2. When I chafe about any particular Tradition, do I realize how it affects others? 

3. Do I sometimes try to get some reward—even if not money—for my     personal 

AA efforts? 

4. Do I try to sound in AA like an expert on alcoholism? On recovery? On medicine? 

On sociology? On AA itself? On psychology? On spiritual        matters? Or, heaven 

help me, even on humility? 

5. Do I make an effort to understand what AA employees do? What workers in 

other alcoholism agencies do? Can I distinguish clearly among them? 

6. In my own AA life, have I any experiences which illustrate the wisdom of this 

Tradition? 

7. Have I paid enough attention to the book Twelve Steps and Twelve      Traditions? 

To the pamphlet AA Tradition—How It Developed? 

In this edition 

Pg 2 2018 HMB Convention registration 

Pg 3 Area Meeting List Order Form 

Pg 4 Schedule of upcoming events 

Pg 5 September Fellowship save the date 

Pg 6 Delegates Report  PI Report 

Pg 7 Alt Chair /Alt Treasurer and          

Corrections Reports /the Need Volunteers for 

HMB Convention 

Pg 8 Proposal for October Assembly 

Pg 9/10 Proposed HMB Area 48 Budget for 

2019 

Pg 10  Proposal for October Assembly 

Pg 11 Proposal for October Assembly    

Flyer for 2019 transportation to NERRASSA  

2019 Schedule of events 

Pg 12 Archives Report 

Pg 13  Area Chair Report 

Pg 14 Treasurers Report 

Pg 15  October Assembly save the date 

 

https://www.aa.org/#video-player
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Greeting from the Countrie Du Nord, 
 
              I am preparing for a wonderful weekend with my friends at NYSIW. Summer has been too long 
when it comes to the lack of Area Events!! This year has included my youngest daughter graduating from 
High School and getting ready for college. In short we have had Family functions, College functions and 
the pending empty nest....I'm really ready for some sanity Can't wait to see you all.  
             New conference news -  
             The Panel 66 (Bill's Panel) decided to schedule the  2019 General Service Conference from April 
28 - May 4, 2019. The originally scheduled Conference Week was April 21 - April 27. In 2019, this be-
ing the last full week in April.  April 21 is Easter Sunday and Passover encompasses the entire week. So, 
the instruction was sent from the Conference to the General Service Office to reschedule to avoid disrupt-
ing family holidays. Unfortunately, no one did actually call the Hotel to reschedule the dates.  By the 
time this error was discovered the Hotel was booked for the requested dates of April 28 to May 4 and our 
contract for April 21 - 27 was binding. We have three options 1) to keep the original dates of 4/21 - 4/27 
or 2) The Hotel agreed to allow us to move the Conference to a new week of May 19 - May 25 2019 with 
no penalty or 3) We break the contract with the hotel and pay $142,000.00 in penalties and find a new 
venue to accommodate us. 
             An e mail poll of the Conference was initiated. The question was  The dates of the 2019 Confer-
ence be moved to the first week available to hold our Conference, May 19–May 25, 2019” I voted NO 
and in comments advised I felt we should maintain the contracted dates of April 21 - April 27. The votes 
were tallied and they came up YES (move the conference to May 19) 116 and NO 36. As of this writing 
the minority opinion is still pending, but it appears the 2019 General Service Conference will take place 
May 19 - 25 2019. 
 
            Area 48 will need to discuss altering our normal schedule in 2019 to accommodate this change as 
the conference will be after our usual spring assembly. 
 
            On another note - I have confirmed my reservation for the National Corrections Conference to be 
held in Portland Maine this year. My fall schedule is filling up October and November are really busy 
with Fall Assembly, HMB Convention, National Corrections Conference, Grillin & Chillin / Inventory 
Day. YYYEEEEE HHHHAAAWWWW.         
            I am available to visit any of our districts at their request. 
 
            In Love and Service 
            Don S 
            Delegate Panel 68 Area 48      
 Conference Committee on Correction Chair 

Hi All, 
 
Our Districts have been busy this summer passing the message of A.A. to the public. 
District 14 PI Chair will be rotating out in December and is hoping  to have a replacement by then. Anyone interested? 
The D -14 P.I Committee has been successful in getting into 2 hotels and 2 motels where the info was gladly accepted. They are trying to 
put meeting lists into every room.   One Home group was willing to donate enough Little Big Books to supply each room One motel was 
initially willing to have info in  every room but then they changed their minds. 
The District is moving forward to approach other places in the next few months.  . 
For years this District has been successful in putting flyers with pull tabs  with our website and local hotline into the local Stewarts Shops. 
They are seeing results from these flyers. 
 
District 17 Has completed putting racks and pamphlets in the libraries and police stations. This district has added a new Committee Member 
who will monitor the publication racks at the police stations on a monthly basis. 
 
Thank you,   Love and Service   HMB Area 48  PI Committee Chair   Sally K.  
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 Dear Friends in the Fellowship, 

Final Budget 2019 again will be here in the newsletter for your reading pleasure—we will vote on it at the October       

assembly.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The Finance Committee currently working on ideas of having online contribution accessibility and also Area debit card for 

recurring expenses in the Area.  Committee members currently researching more info and details to perhaps submit    

proposals in the future.                                                                                                                                                                      

Again, I still have Area Meeting Schedules available for everyone’s glovebox whilst you travel our sober state!  Order 

forms available right here in your newsletter.                                                                                                                                       

Yours in Service,                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jeannie S.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Alt Area Treasurer 

 

Alternate Chair Report August 2018 

As I write this the NYS Informational Workshop is less 
than 2 weeks away so it is currently the prime focus of my 
attention.  Over 100 pre-registrations have already been 
received and it’s expected there will be a good amount of 
walk-ins as well.  I’m looking forward to a fun-filled week-
end of service exchange.                                                    
Rounding out the rest of 2018 will be the September Fel-
lowship Day in Troy (Eastern Cluster), the October Assem-
bly in Amsterdam (Central Cluster) and the November 
Inventory Day, with the traditional “Grillin’ & Chillin’ 
theme in Lake George (Adirondack Cluster.) We then fin-
ish out the year with the annual HMB Convention taking 
place in Utica (Western Cluster).  Being involved with the 
preparations for this I can say it looks to be a fun and ex-
citing event.  I am currently seeking individuals interested 
in sharing on a panel, moderating a panel, serving as a 
reader/timer, or chairing one of the alcathon meetings.  If 
you are interested in participating please contact me 
soon.  Ideally, I would like 3-4 members from each district. 

The 2019 Schedule is now beginning to come together 
and will be available on the website in its preliminary form 
soon.                                                                                        
DCM Conference calls continue to take place monthly.  A 
change in the day (from Tuesday to Sunday) brought a 
few more participants to the conversation.  Feedback 
after the calls is always positive, with new ideas and good 
information shared by all. 

A second proposal regarding the need for more fellowship 
time has been generated.  I encourage you to read it over, 
discuss it at your home groups and come to the October 
Assembly for discussion and vote. 

As always, grateful to be of service in whatever way my 
HP deems appropriate. 

In Love & Fellowship,     Tammie 

I have an update for a Corrections Workshop. 
The last information concerning   August time 
frame is cancelled, the actual date was never 
confirmed. So, the new  tentative dates 
Sept.19/20 or Sept. 26/27, 2018. venue has not 
been chosen as of  today date. The workshop 
will be in the Eastern Cluster.  
 
Volunteers are needed to bring AA meetings 
into Washington and Great Meadow Correc-
tional facilities, see Area Corrections Chair for 
more information. 
 
In Love and Service  
Mike Robinson  
Corrections Chair 
518-569-4535 
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Proposal 

Background: The current HMB Service Manual tells us that Area events such as Assemblies, 

Fellowship Days, Day of Sharing, Joy of Service Day, etc., shall be on the weekends, sometimes 

the second of third weekend of a month, but leaves open the choice of Saturday or Sunday. 

In the past, (October, 1981), our Handbook did specify that some Assemblies be held on           

Saturdays.  In practice, our Area has been meeting exclusively on Saturdays for some time 

now.  While recognizing that it is easier to find venues for events on Saturday, and while noting 

that many people may have obligations on Sundays, we should also take into account that some of 

our members may be prevented from attending Saturday events because of work requirements, 

religious practices, or other regular commitments.  In an effort to invite and include all AA    

members in HMB Service, we should endeavor to hold some HMB Area events on Sundays. 

Proposal: The HMB Functions Committee should make a serious and sustained effort to hold 

two or three of the regular HMB Area events, (Orientation Day, Fellowship Days, Inventory Day, 

Day of Sharing, Assemblies), especially one of the Voting Assemblies, on Sundays.  

 

On behalf of District 16 and its members respectfully submitted In Fellowship                            

and In Service,        Tara C., District 16 DCM 
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Proposal for October 2018 Assembly 

 

Background: 

With the addition to the Area 48 schedule of Orientation Day in 2018 and other changes to the Area schedule over 

time, the number of Fellowship Days has been reduced to two in even years and one in odd years (when the Election 

Assembly is held). Our Service Committees typically only meet at Fellowship Days due to the purpose and schedule 

constraints of other Area events. 

 

Proposal: 

That Inventory Day be held every other year (in even years) and a Fellowship Day be held in the alternate (odd) years. 

This will allow for two Fellowship days each year and our Service Committees will have the opportunity to meet at least 

twice a year. 

 

Respectfully submitted in love & service, 

Tammie E 

HMB Area Alternate Chair 
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Area Chair Report August 2018 

 

I’m just back home from the New York State Informational Workshop that was held in Utica on July 

27-29. What a great job done by our host committee! There were over 100 attendees, the food was 

good, and the program well put together. We had good participation from the three other Areas in the 

state – the spirit of service is alive in New York.  

I am always impressed when I hear our Committee Chairs talk about the work they do. They are well-

informed and passionate about the work they do. And to have the additional sharing from other Areas is 

fascinating – they do the work just like us and they do it differently at the same time. I always come 

away having learned something valuable for me personally, and for AA as a whole. 

Our next event is our September Fellowship Day in Troy and the Eastern Cluster is hard at work put-

ting that together. It promises to be a good day! 

Then we have our October Assembly in Amsterdam on October 13. We will be voting on our 2019 

budget as well a few proposal. More detailed information is available on our website and in the Happy, 

Joyous, and Free Press. Come and bring the voice of your group! 

As always, it’s an honor and privilege to serve HMB Area 48, 

Tad J 

Panel 68 Area Chair/Alternate Delegate 

Information for G.S.R.s and D.C.M.s 
HOW DO I GET LISTED AS A NEW GENERAL SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE (G.S.R.) or DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEMBER 

(D.C.M.)? 

Your area registrar can update G.S.O.’s records with your contact information. Click here for a list of Area Websites in the 
U.S./Canada to get in touch with your area registrar. Or, you may update your information directly with G.S.O. through our 

Records Department. Use one of the forms listed in the sidebar, or Click here to contact G.S.O. Records. 

WILL I RECEIVE MATERIAL TO GET ME STARTED? 

Once you're listed with G.S.O. (see above) as a new G.S.R. or D.C.M., we'll automatically send you receive a Kit to help you 
get started in your service position. (Delivery may take up to two weeks.) These materials are sent to new trusted servants 
at no charge, thanks to contributions to G.S.O.  By visiting the specific resource pages for each position, G.S.R. or D.C.M., 
you can read more about the position and view the contents of the kits. 

HOW DO I ORDER ADDITIONAL LITERATURE? 

Groups and others can order from a local Central/Intergroup, Area, or District Office. The General Service Office cooperates 

closely with these offices, which have become a valuable resource for members and groups throughout the United States 

and Canada. 

You may also order from the A.A.W.S. Online Store. 

https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/list-of-general-service-conference-area-web-sites-uscanada
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/contact-records-department
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/general-service-representative-gsr
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/district-committee-member-dcm
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/general-service-representative-gsr
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/district-committee-member-dcm
https://b2c.aaws.org/default.aspx?lang=en
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